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Letter from the Editor
Brad Bumgardner, Chesterton, IN
bbumgardner@indianaaudubon.org

Doom and gloom! That’s the recent bird news if you’ve been following any of the
recent reports. It’s hard not to, as a seemingly well conceived social media and
marketing campaign has accompanied a powerful piece of research science on
birds. Similar reports appear from time to time, but none have had the long lasting
impact that this most recent report of 3 billion birds gone. One quote with the
recent articles said, “our results signal an urgent need… to avert continued
biodveristy loss and potential collapse of the continental avifauna.”
That’s serious stuff. In lehmans terms, I read that if we don’t do something know
we’re looking at a largescale bird extinction. Again, doom and gloom.
The report, with major coverage by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and American
Bird Conservancy, included one major headline number. Three billion! Three billion birds lost. That’s the
average of all losses, balanced by all gains. You can’t fixate on that number though. American Robins number
around 300 million alone. Of that three billion, 300 million of them have been House Sparrow declines.
Instead, look at the declines in each species group. More then 90% of the losses have come from just 12 avian
families. Those included in that decline include sparrows, blackbirds, and finches. But even with common birds
such as robins and Red-winged Blackbirds, it’s not a trend you want to see happen. Look how easily the
Passenger Pigeon loss happenned. First slowly, and largely unnoticed until it was too late. In some cases, the
losses are drastic. Grassland birds have lost over 50% in the last few decades. Shorebirds too have been hit
particularly hard. Boreal forest birds come next.
The good news though? Some groups are faring well. Waterfowl, raptors, and turkeys are all up. Legislations,
protections, and education have helped many bird famillies over the last few decades. It shows what is possible
when we put our efforts towards bird protection and conservation. Efforts will continue at national, state, and
local levels to save birds. There are things we can do at home to prevent more birds from declining.
Supporting legislation, such as the “Recovering America’s Wildlfe Act” in letters and emails to our
congressmen, building bird safe buildings, planting native plants, removing feral cats from our wildlands, and
shopping more environmentally conscoius are small ways. Indiana Audubon will continue to advocate, take a
stand, and conduct research on the state level to support our amazing birds. It’s the end of the year, and I
hope you’ll consider IAS in your year-end giving as well. Every dollar is leveraged with grants and awards that
we use to further the birds both here and abroad. Consider giving at indianaaudubon.org/donate.
So, while this complicated study had a simplified marketing campaign with well made graphs, and dramatic
charts, the reality is our work is not done. But the first step is awareness. If only every major bird science story
received this much attention.
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Indiana Audubon Speaks out Against Indy 500 Balloon Release
Philip English, Richmond, IN
engliph@earlham.edu
Every year, thousands of multicolored balloons are released over the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway to kick off the Indy 500. While this fan
favorite might be considered the “Greatest Spectacle in Racing,” it is
a deadly tradition that needs to end.
Balloon debris entangles birds, fish, and several other animals,
strangling them or damaging their limbs. In addition, animals
commonly mistake balloons for food and ingest them, which harms
or even kills them. These massive balloon releases result in thousands
of pieces of trash eventually falling to the ground and into
waterways. At best, the debris becomes unsightly pollution.
Frequently, however, this tradition poses a dangerous threat to wildlife and domestic animals. The garbage can
easily make its way through air currents and rivers to the ocean, where it contributes to massive trash islands
and the death of sea turtles, whales, and other marine life.
While the US Fish and Wildlife Service is opposed to balloon releases and has warned people of the damage
they cause, it is up to us to end the outdated and dangerous spectacle. As result, Indiana Audubon has issued
the following official statement regarding this and all intentional balloon releases
Indiana Audubon Society holds the position that intentional helium balloon releases should NOT be held due
to their injurious effects upon wildlife, especially birds. We are committed to promoting and protecting birdfriendly communities by helping to end balloon releases in Indiana.
Scientific research conducted by and reported by NOAA Marine Debris Program, Scientific Reports, Phys.org,
and the Ocean Conservancy, points to the littering of latex, Mylar, and composite material balloons as being
mistaken for food by wildlife and causing loss of nutrition, intestinal injury and obstruction, and death.
Balloon strings and ribbons have caused entanglement, injury, infection, and death in birds and other
wildlife.
A current petition is circulating to help stand up against the Indy 500 balloon release. To sign the petition, visit
bit.do/indyballoonrelease.

Philip Clay English
Stewardship Committee Chair
Indiana Audubon Society
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Summer Indiana Field Notes 2019
Ken Brock, Chesterton, IN
kj.brock@comcast.net

Rainfall was ample in June, as was the heat in July. July was what can
be called a typical warm summer month in the Midwest, with plenty
of heat and not as much rain as some previous spots for most areas.
All locations were a few degrees warmer than average. Although
rarities were scarce, a few noteworthy breeding records occurred. In
addition, there were also several large counts and early records
reported.
Season Highlights
A number of rarities occurred during the summer of 2019, including nesting Trumpeter Swan, Piping Plover,
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, and a probable nesting Blackburnian Warbler.
SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Black-bellied Whistling Duck:- Duane A. Englert photographed (2) in a pond near Owensville (Gibson Co) on 9
June.
Trumpeter Swan:- Jared Emmack found a pair with two cygnets on Willow Slough’s Murphy Lake on 31 July.
This constitutes Indiana’s second breeding record.
Blue-winged Teal:- On 27 May Walter J. Marcisz flushed a female
from a nest containing 10 eggs at the DuPont site. This is the
lakefront’s 16th confirmed breeding record.
Canvasback:- Trinity Ever found a male in South Bend on 25 July,
which provided Indiana’s third July (and 4th summer) record.
Yellow-billed Cuckoo:- The summer of 2019 delivered a record 789
birds to Indiana (STYM=283). John Meredig logged the season’s
maximum count, of 14, at Lincoln S.P. on 1 June.

King Rail at Cane Ridge WMA 12
June 2019. Photo by Heath Harlan.

King Rail:- On 11 June Richard Garrett observed two adults and 11 downy chicks at Cane Ridge. This count ties
Indiana’s maximum daily count.
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SHOREBIRDS
Piping Plover:- Two banded adults were observed at Michigan City Harbor in late July. Bob Huguenard found
the first on the 26th and John K. Cassady spotted the second on the 29th.
American Avocet:- Some 27 were reported across the state
(STYM=19.2). The peak count was (5) that William Sharkey found at
Goose Pond FWA on 23 July.
Upland Sandpiper:- The six birds reported this summer marks
Indiana’s lowest summer total since 1985 (STYM=18.3). The 30year plot below illustrates the Upland’s decline.
Whimbrel:- The season’s only report consisted of (2) that William
Sharkey found on the Michigan City outer breakwall on 11 July
(TYM=4.35).
Marbled Godwit:- William Sharkey found (1) in western Gibson Co
on 11 June. This bird is likely the first fall shorebird migrant of
2019. All remaining birds were reported on the lakefront.
Solitary Sandpiper:- One found at Kankakee Sands (unit L) on 22 June (Randall J. Pals et al.) tied Indiana’s third
earliest fall arrival date. A juvenile, also found by Randall J. Pals at Carlson Oxbow Park (Hammond) on 8 July
2019, provided Indiana’s earliest fall arrival date for that age group.
Willet:- The season total was 235 (TYM=116). The (25) that Matt
S. Kalwasinski tallied at Michigan City Harbor on the 26th
constitute Indiana’s largest count for the month of June. In
addition, Indiana’s earliest juvenile was recorded on 15 July when
John K. Cassady, Randall J. Pals, & KJB logged two juvs on the
Michigan City Harbor outer Breakwall.
Wilson’s Snipe:- On 30 July KJB birded the Pierce Road Wetland
(St. Joseph Co). A single bird was initially present, but later a tight
flock of (8) flew in and joined the singleton, providing Indiana’s
second largest summer count.
Willets at Michigan City Harbor,
LaPorte County, 29 July 2019. Photo
Wilson’s Phalarope:- Two were reported this season by John Cassady.
(STYM=10.1). William Sharkey documented the first in Newton
Co on 12 July and Eric Michael found the second atop the Michigan City Harbor outer breakwall on 25 July.
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Least Tern:- On 23 June Heath Harlan discovered a territorial bird south of Evansville on the Ohio River
Bottoms (also known as the Dog Town Bottoms). On 28 June he
observed an adult at a nest there. Chuck Mills visited the site on
12 July and observed two adults feeding two young, one of which
was three-quarters grown.
This constitutes Vanderburgh
County’s first breeding record.
Osprey:- The adult that Tom Becker observed perched on a nest
in Clark Co on 22 June provided a first breeding record for the
county.
Swallow-tailed Kite:David Kingen observed a flyby at
Prophetstown S.P. on 25 July.
Monk Parakeet:- The one that landed on Susan R. Bagby’s
balcony on 15 July provided a first record for Michigan City. This
was also the second record for LaPorte County.

Osprey on nest at Patoka Lake
causeway (Orange Co.) on 9 July,
2019. Photo by Amy Kearns.

Alder Flycatcher:- Seventy-four percent of the 19 birds reported this summer appeared to be late spring
migrants (STYM=17.8). Most of the remaining birds appeared in the last half of July and were likely fall
migrants.
Willow Flycatcher:- The summer of 2019 proved quite favorable for this
Empid with 681 reported (TYM=332). The peak summer tally was (15) that
John T. Caruso logged at Beverly Shores on 1 June.
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher:- Amy and Noah Kearns observed one near Bedford
on 19 July, providing a first record for Lawrence Co (STYM=0.25). This highly
sought species has now been reported in 26 counties (see map to right).
Marsh Wren:- It was a record season for this wren with 479 birds reported
(STYM=173). As expected the vast majority were in the northern tier, but an
impressive 32 were reported at Goose Pond FWA, which is located in the
southern tier. The season’s peak count was (31) that Matt S. Kalwasinski
tallied at the Grant Street Wetland, Lake County, on 2 July.
Baltimore Oriole:- A record summer was logged this year with 847 birds
recorded (STYM=290).
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All Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
records in Indiana.

WARBLERS
Blackburnian Warbler:On 13 June Brad Bumgardner
discovered an apparently territorial bird at the Brincka-Cross
Gardens, Porter County. This provided the first evidence of
breeding away from Indiana Dunes State Park. The female
that Lisa Judge photographed in Tippecanoe Co on 27 July
was most interesting, as it provided that county’s first July
record.
Rose-breasted Grosbeak:- Most unexpected were the two
that Sean Verkamp reported in Dubois Co on 16 June, as they
provided a first June record for the southern county.
Indigo Bunting:- On 27 July a team led by Alan W. Bruner
tallied (659), a new Indiana high-count record, in Parke Co.
High counts could no doubt be found if others performed
similar summer censuses of this common roadside early
successional species.

After a couple year summer absence,
Blackburnian Warbler was confirmed
again as a probable breeding species in the
dunes at Brincka-Cross Gardens, Porter
Co. Photo taken by Brad Bumgardner 16
June 2019.

Conventions: Summer totals are frequently compared to average seasonal counts in the over the past 20 years,
including the present year. This value is abbreviated "TYM" for Twenty Year Mean. The term “STYM” refers to
the twenty-year mean for the entire state. Species marked by “*” were observed outside the lakefront area.
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Banded Bald Eagle Recovered near Vincennes
Allison Gillet, Bloomington, IN
AGillet@dnr.in.gov

A banded bald eagle recovered near Vincennes gave DNR personnel
a chance to measure the success of bald eagle reintroduction in
Indiana over the past 20 years.
On Sept. 30, a wild bird rehabilitator responding to a call about an
injured bald eagle arrived to find the bird deceased. A closer look
revealed that the eagle wore two bands – one on each leg –
inscribed with numbers and a letter. After the bands were reported
to ReportBand.gov and DNR state ornithologist Allisyn Gillet was
contacted, parts of the eagle’s history were revealed.
Bald eagle H81 was banded as a nestling at Hovey Lake Fish & Wildlife Area on April 20, 1998. That year, DNR
biologists were closely tracking nesting eagles to monitor how the population was growing after the successful
bald eagle reintroduction program.
Bald eagles were listed as endangered when Indiana began its reintroduction program in 1985. The program
took place over five years, when 73 young eagles were released at Monroe Lake to form the base of a new
population of nesting eagles. After these birds grew up and returned to nest in Indiana, biologists kept track of
the number of nests and the number of young in each nest. Nestling eagles were given a set of leg bands so
they could be identified in the future.
The year H81 was born, Indiana had 11 successful eagle nests, and 20 eaglets survived long enough to leave the
nest. Indiana’s eagle population has been steadily growing, and in 2019, over 300 bald eagle nests were
reported.
Bald eagles were removed from the federal list of endangered species in 2007 and from the state list in 2008.
Although this was the first time that H81 was reported since she was banded 21 years ago, it is likely that she
was nesting in this area for years, possibly on the Wabash or the White River south of Vincennes. The clean
water and healthy numbers of fish in these rivers provide a home to many pairs of nesting eagles each year.
The bald eagle reintroduction program was the first endangered species restoration project initiated by DNR
Nongame and Endangered Wildlife staff. This project and ongoing research would not be possible without
donations to the Indiana Nongame Wildlife Fund, the main funding source of all nongame and endangered
species research and management. Those interested in donating to the Indiana Nongame Wildlife Fund can
donate online at on.IN.gov/nongamewildlifefund.
For more information about bald eagles, see
wildlife.IN.gov/3383.htm.
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Figure 1: Indiana DNR Bald Eagle nesting attempts and successes through 2016.
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Figure 2: Known bald eagles nests (green) and most recent nests discovered (red) in
Indiana.
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From the Archives: 1938 Indiana Audubon Yearbook
Searching for Interesting Bird Records
Dr. Amos W. Butler
Indianapolis, IN
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Include Indiana Audubon in Your Will or Estate Planning
Indiana Audubon Society Board of Directors
Leaving a gift to Indiana Audubon in your will or trust, by beneficiary designation, or another form of planned
gift can make a lasting difference to our work.
How to Say It:
I bequeath __________ (dollar amount or % of estate) to the
Indiana Audubon Society, Inc., a not-for-profit organization,
with its principal offices located at 3499 S Bird Sanctuary Rd,
Connserville, IN 47311, for its ongoing environmental
conservation and education purposes (or "for programs in the
state of __________"). Tax ID # 35-6023489.
Easy Ways to Give
Your gift is fully deductible for federal estate tax purposes, and there is no limit on the deduction your estate
can claim. You may also be exempt from state taxes
Indiana Audubon Funds
Indiana Audubon maintains the following legacy funding sources.
Indiana Audubon Development Fund
Generally unrestricted, research, conservation, and education initiatives.
Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary Endowment Fund
Sanctuary upgrades, research, restoration, and resource management projects.
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Benefits to You
Each of the giving options available to you offers you these benefits:
✓ You retain control of your assets during your lifetime
✓ You can change your beneficiaries if and whenever you wish
✓ You can leave a gift in any amount
✓ Satisfaction knowing your legacy is with the longest running conservation organization in Indiana
Make your love for birds a lasting part of your legacy.
Enduring Stewardship
Your support for Indiana Audubon reflects what you
value. Birds and nature bring joy to your life, and you
want to share this joy with others for generations to
come.
Leaving a gift to Indiana Audubon, whether through
your will, trust, or through an IRA, is an easy way to
ensure those values continue and extend your reach
to future generations.
It’s a way to leave a legacy that will protect the birds
and continue your values of stewardship for our
great natural resources for years to come.
Let us know!
Notifying us of your intended gift helps us honor your wishes for using the funds.
IAS Legacy Planning
Indiana Audubon Society
(219) 928-6905
Indiana Audubon Society
3499 S Bird Sanctuary Rd
Connersville, IN 47331
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