
DISTRIBUTION AND HABITAT CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 
WILLOW FLYCATCHER (EMPIDONAX TRA ILLJl) JN ALBERTA 

Bin" K IB\ ''I>\\. BRLCI \1cG11tl\R\\" 

~/,.1rac1 I he •1.11u' "' lhl· \\ 1110\\ H) l~lllher ( f .111p1d1•11a1 111111/11 ) ha, heen ponrl) l.111mn in Alhcn.1 
due '" .1 ,c,1rul) ut documemed rn·11r1h. We 'ur\l')CJ fur \\11111\1 f·l)'catchcr' hcmccn \.1a} 25 and 
Jul} 15 ut l')IJI) in 'outh\\C,tcrn Alhcrt.1 The ccn'u' .1rc.1 11J' dctcrminct.l fr<Ull puhh,hc<l h"hmc.11 
record, , 'P1.'1.'1mcn c\·1dencc from !Ill' Pn" im:ial Mu,cum ut \lhcna. and rcccr11 dal~N~l\. panil'ularl) 
from AILI' 111 Br.:cdmg Bird' 111 ,\ lhc1 ta . When 1err11rn 1.1I mah:' "ere lound, "c look a 'cr1c' of 26 
meJ,u1 cmclll' 10 4uJntif) hah11.11 md 1fe1erminc 1hi: ri'I. that hahua1 lo" ma) P"'c h1r the 'pcc1c' 
\\c found ' 2 hahua1 pa1chc' 1.·11n1a1111ng lcrritorial m.11<.'' 11 uh an a1eragc 111 1110 '111gmg bird' pea 
pa1d1 \\ 111111\ I l)ca1chcr' "ere rcMnc1eJ 10 the f,, •lh1ll' uml R1>cl..) ~1ount.1111\ regu111s rangmg from 
\\'alerton 1.a l.e' :-.;a1111nal Park north hi Ja,pcr -.:.,11llnal P.1rl. In ,\lberta, \\ 1111111 I l)C.1lchel" 'ho11cd 
a prdcren,c tor 11c1 npan.tn .1rt'.1,, 111.111) ot 11hid1 al'u 'upportcJ ,\Ider H)Calo.:her' !Emp1dmw1 
a/11mw111 \\e t'<1uld Je1e1111inc n11oh1111u' rea,on \\h) 1he r.t11g1.· ol \\'ill'''\ r l)c.11d1er' 'hould he "1 
re,tri.:1ed 111 ,\lh.:n.1. nor an) e11delll'l' of '1gn11ican1 r.111gc l'11anp: compan:<l 10 hl\lOfllal n:cord,. 

K1·r \\'r11tl1: Alhcrt:1: Ji,1rihu1iun ; I 111f'iclo11111 1raill1i; hah11.1t charac1cri,1ic': Willem r lyca1chcr. 

·1 he: \\ ilkm I ·I) t'atd1er ( l.111pido11t11 tmillii) and 
the Alder Fl).:.11d1c:.'r (/ •. a/11orn111) breed 111 ') m
p.Hr) and allop.11r) \I llhin Allx-n.1 ( Scmcndmk 
I 9921. The AILkr I• I) .:.tk her ''common 111 central 
Alhc1ta and the: ... outhc:rn lmreal fon: ... 1 <MeGill1-
' 1 :t) .md Se1m:m:hul\ 1998) and j, da"cd a' a 
"green·· '11CL it'' I Alhena Wild Ii fc r-. tanagcmcnt 
1)11 ''it111 1996), 111dil·.11ing that populat1011' .ire 
.. 1.1hle and 1i-. hahit.11 '' not ut ri\I.. I hc: \\'11111\\ 
l l)Catcher. h•l\\l'\cr, " Jr,tcc.J ··s atm. l 11c..lc:.'tcr
mincd .. 1Alhcn.1 \\ rldhl\.o Mu11.1gemc 11 D1\ i-,ion 
19961 <luc IP the lad; 111 mfonnat11111 1111 lh <lr' · 
111hu1ion an<l abundanLc. Ilic ... pcdmcn h•l'•t'd C\ -
11Jcm:1.: for 1hc pr«'t'lll'C of lhi"> 'pcc:ic' 111 i\lhcrta 
'' lmutcJ to a ft'\\ md1\1dua1, 111 lhl' Prmincial 
\lu,eum ol Alhen.1 I Pr--1 \) collec11011 . lloho)d 
~111d \',111 Tighem (I 9S \I rcu1rc.Jc<l 1hc: \\.1111111 H~ -
t\ 1h.:h.:r .1, a farrl) common 'ummer 1c1;1dl'nl 111 
mount.1in parl.;,, , rlm1ui:h11ut the: tl\c <=l'll'll" )C.tr' 
nl the Bn:cJing B1 d \tla, PrnJCl! I llJX7 llJlJI ). 
onl) l\\o c:onhnm:d \\illn\\ Fl)ca<cht•r breeding 
rcc:11rt1' were rer\l1 led (Scmcnchul.. 1992) Atla., 
oh,crvat ion' I no l·onfrn11at1011 of hrl'Cuing) ,,·ere 
t·11ncentratcd in 1hc: B1m Kr,er Valley 1111111 \\C:'I 
c1f Calgary Lo H,11111. 

In the 'outh\lc,1ern L nitec..I ~talc,. /'. tmlflii 
t ' \/111111\ '' cn<l.1ngl'rcd due lo a lo" ''' r1p.1nan 
h.1h1<a1. eanlc grating. ,md Bro'' n-hcad ·u C1m 
h1rd <Molothn11 n11•f') para,111 ... m <l SI WS 

1995). In other an::1' ">t1d1 "' Ontano, lht• Wil
hm I ·l)call:hcr 1, 1h11ught to be c\pandrng 11110 
hahit<ll pre' inu'I) u'c:d h) Aldc:r l•l)l'akhef\ 
(Prc:,coll 1987>. \\hth.• in Briti'h Columbia 
(Campbell cl al. 1997) and histonc:ally rn \\ ,,_ 

con"n < Rohhi11' 1974) the op pm.Ile " 11 ue 
C.1111phell cl al . ( 1997 J not.:d that hmh 'fX'Cie' 
arc C:\panc.Jrng 1hc:ir rang<' 'outh and e.1,1 111 Hrn
i'h Columbia. 
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Habitat charac:lcri.,w:., tor the Willm\ Hy
c:at.:her and ,\lc.Jcr Flyc.uc:hc:1 '.tr) throughou1 
their 1.mg.:,. In Ontario. the \\ 11101\ Fl) cat.:hc:r 
is ,,,,o.:iatcd '' ith Jrier. upland habitat and the 
Alder I l}-l"<llcher \\ ith \\Cltcr. llm-1} ing area' 
(8arlm' and Mt·Gillinay 198 ~J. while ehc· 
where. 'ud1 "' Briti ... h Columh1•t. Willow 1'1) 
ca<ch.:r-. can he found in \\Cl area\ (C"amphcll cl 
al. I 1JlJ7 l. 

To upd.uc the range .tnd ,1,~c" hah11a1 char
uctl'ri,1ic' ol Willo'' H) catcher' in \lb.:na. \\ c 
c.:n'u'ed .ue,..., ot ... uitablc h.1hitat .md 4uantihed 
the \<.:gc111!1\c anc.J ph) -.real ·''IK'ch of oc.:uricd 
habitat">. 

'\1 \l l•Rl,\I S ,\:-JD ~1ETllODS 

<; \ !l' 1\RHA 

B 1scd on prc11nus records of \\ 111011 F·l)o.:a1.:hl"J'S 
trom the l'\\t\ collccttoo the I edc ra11110 "I \lhcrta 
:S,11ur.1hsh • B1rdhs1 d<1laha't' ( \\ l11d1 rndude' the rl' 
n•rd' twm thl· Breedan):! Bird .\11.1,1 .111J Ptncl ct .11 
( 1991), 11c c,1,1hh,hcd .1 .:.:n'" rou11 north Imm Wa
ll'rllln I :1ke' Na110nal Par!\ Ill Jt"P"'' "lauonal Pail; 
then c,1,t lrn111 lhc Briu'h Colu111h1a hordcr 111 Cad11111 
in , .111d '""'h to Sundre. Th" a1e,1 l'O\l'rl'd all the dl"-' 
umcrued '1gh1111i•, of the \\'ill<"' I l)l"11d1l'r in Alhcrt.1 
along 1hc I ,1,tcrn Slope' G11 .:n the l.irg<" gcograph1< 
area, <Cll'"' n•111e' \\ere re,111c1ed to road, , rnaJ"r 
1r.111'. and 'urroundmg are.i- ,, shun h1t..c Imm road 
a.:cc" \\c ''"Ullll' lhJI 'ome \Ullahk .area' hlr th" 
'f'l'cte' "'"'1 ,11\a) from m.1.i, 111 1hc t1•othilh Jml 
nmun1.1in' and "ere not 'un C)Cd, 

Cl "ls 

Cen'u'e' \\l'rc .nnJu.:1eJ Imm 114:00 10 13 00 he· 
111.:en 25 \1a) .111d 4 Jul~ 1999 \\'l' •·.:n'u,ed all '1le' 
11 hKh h.1d :i pre' 1c>u' \\'111111\ I ·I) c:Hcher re.:ord. or .1p 
pcared 111 h.11e 'unable h.1h11.t1 . \\e broad.:a,1 tapl'd 
1oc.1l1/,ll11111' rcc,1rJeJ lrorn the Pl'ter"'"'' \\e,1crn 
Bini Son~·' CD from 1he cdg.:' nt the hahi1a1 patchc,, 
w cht u 1 o.:.11 rl',pon"~' from 1em1nnal \Viii ow Fl) · 
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t atd1cr unle" male' \\ere .ii read) '111g1ng fl ii h.1h11.11 
f11atd1 va' large enough ( 200 111 in length 01 \\ldthl. 
\\\C p1.·rx11111ed pla1had. rn ,,•,cral 'P"" rn the hah11.1t 
llll csun.11.: the numlx-r 111 111.11c, on 1cmt1>n.:' \\'c u'cd 
11ntcf\ ai; nl ~O -.e1.· pfa) 1ng th1.· tape .inJ then 10 'c" ot 
,,1lcnt·c Dcpcnd111g on h.1tmat Mh~. pla) back would 
l.ast 2 nun A' \\1111"' 11)<'.lt<hcr' and AI.ter I ly 
c;.11ch1.·r \\er.: ') 111p.1tr1<' throughout the ccn'u' .11 e.1. 
11de111111c.111011 ''a' 1:11nllrmc<l 11111) 1f a h1rJ pro1.hu.:.d 
'pe1.·1c' ... pccrlic 'ong. Om:I.' .1 h1rJ rc,p1111dcd to th1.• 
p>l;1yha1. , we ohtai111.'d thl.' la111udc. longitudc. ;111d cl 
c·,,1111111 u'ing a G.inrnn (il'S 12.XL.. iln<l 111>11:d thl.' 
rnurnher nl \\ illo" Fl)•.ttd11.'1~ .ind a hnct hah11.11 dc
'•t:rtpl llll 

\1 l.'1d1 'Ile \\C Jctcll<."d \\1llO\\ M~1..1td1er,, \\e 
dh,1 •r.mc<l the 'lie and th1.•n 1111.'.1,ured II' d11111.·11~1011' 
m'111g a Bu,Jmcll Y.1rdage 1'11> 800 rJnge hnt.lc1. \\c 
11:1.111dc .. the folio\\ 111g ,,., i,1hlc, Im each h.1h11.11 pat1. h: 
( I l 1h1.• }f'C ol \Cgct.1111111 'u1mu1uling '" cdgc,, 1.21 
p1re,e1i.-c ol \\atcr (,t.1111hng 1H 1110' 111g1: I~) '"c nl the 
l.11gcst 1rea ol ... 1anJ111g \\allr (e ... 11ma1eJ b) s1gh1 1f 
stmall, .r ''llh the Bw.fmell range hnJen. (4) pat1.h1 
111e:;, (lhc pcr1.enta1!.:s •>I lhc habllal CO\en:d b) w1ll1>\" 
or oth, r 'hruh,, oix·n gra...-. and \\mer), c "l rel.111\ c 
Ir equ,·m) ol "11!0" h1.·1ght' (thc p.:rcenta"c' 11f \\ 11 
I\ m' I 111 t,tlf. f 2 111, .111d ::? m 1n height 1; Ch 1 lw1ght 
1>11 th.: t.Jl..:,l perch Clo lill' clo\C\l 1111: and (7l th.: t}J><' 
(~.pcct<'' .and h1.c.• ''· dc.1d) .111d 1clatl\C lrl.'qucm·) 111 
01 he 1 f>< , he' un 'lk' 

\\c dchneJ ,1 1>erd1 ;,11e .ts a trce thJt ",,, regular!) 
uhser\C to t>e u,eJ b} the m.1lc for 'lllgmg an,I lt>r 
1 111 • f > prm ide dct.ulcd mcasuremenb 111 h 1t11tats 

near <.1d1 per.:h 'He \\I." qu.11111hcd the 'cgct.1111111 
• 11 ong h 1r tran,ecl' run111ng <; 111 111 ca.-h ol the lour 
• 1d1n.1I hre<.:tion,. \1 I 111 1nten.1h, ''e rci:-1•nkd th1.· 
t) pc ol ~Tm1111J ,·1l\c1. 'hruh 'fll.'<'IC\ pre,ent trn ;ahwnll, 
.11 1d \egd.1111111 he ight Vcgci.111011 1.-.11cgu11e' \h'IC "11 
hi\\ \ \t1/ ' 'PP 1. other dc,·1<111011' liu,h. comtc1uu' I /'1 
u ll 'l'P . 1>r hare gr1n111d t no r< admgJ fhc height of 
the \Cgi;.;.111011 \1.,1s mca•ured 10 lhc ne.m:~1 IO l'm u' 
m • ,1 J 1 long pole marked 111 10,m mcrcmcnts I) t.i 

" re .maf).ted u'mg \huosofl l·:..1:cl 97 und SPSS 7 S 

Rf SUI rs 
l 'ht: \\.'ill<m Hyc.1td1ct v.,1, not umlormfy di-. 

lrthutcd ;1cr11..,.., u ... rnngl' in Alhena; 1a1hct, 11 ,,,1, 
11 uml 11 \:On..:emr,11cd popul.1tion-. in ripa1 i,lJl .tr 

c, ~ <lomin.11e<l h)' '' 11!0\\' (hg. I). \\e ll•cated 
\ \ 11lm\ fol~ .:ate her 1c1111ones in ~: hahtlut p.11ch 
c". \\ 111 .m ll\cr.1gc ol l\q> male-. -.ing111g per 
pa1d1 11.mge 1-4). 11ll' clevarional r.111gc ot 
ow dc1cct1nn-.. 1212 m to I 61 K m (a\eragc I W 1 
111 ). -. uggc ... ted a footh il l-. or montane <l 1-.1ribution 
lrum Watcrtnn l ai...c., National Park north to Ja, 
p.:r Nauonal Park .• 111d e.1-.marc.J throughout thc 
lot,thill' lo be}oml tlw R.11n Ri\'er area tn the 
north, .md Sibbald H.11-. in the -,nuth Thc \\ tl
ltl\\ H),a1Lher \\a' mo~l common in the Bll\\ 
R " er Valley 

I Iahitat patche.., rang,•<l Imm 2-50 ha Ill '>llC 
(median 27.4 ha). The majority of pate he., \\ere 

111 undi.,tut hed area ... hut eight ... 11c ... \\Cre 111 ar
ea' dearl) 111od11tcd h} human 1ll'lt\ it)' ... uch a.., 
railroad 11ghh ol ''") and campground-. hiny
lour pen:cnt ol th1. 'i1e ... lound \\CIC\\ ithm parb 
.1n<l protcdcd .in:a-. All ... ne~ \\l'rc 111 l<m -1) rng 
area' "here '' .111.•r Cl'llcch. '-lit..: h ,1 s '.ii le) .... on 
llai... along l,11-..l'"· or in ditches along m.1d-. Al 
lca't '>C\ cn '"c' ''ere in ,trC<1' th.ti \H.·re lloodet.I 
due to hc;l\c1 dam-.. Al l patchc., \\Crc hnrdere<l 
hy forc...i on al lca-.1 one ~iuc: 40' 1 of pm,·h c<lg
C\ \\ere ...:oni fc1 uu.., fore ... 1. 6', "l.'l c t.lcl.'1<luou-. 
an<l 2.v; ''ere tnt'.1.1.'d. \\'here \ \ diem H)catch
cr., \\ere lound in \ allc)' and :ilong l,11\e,, the 
edge' 1>f the p.1td1 \\ere not often l.'k.trl) dctme<l 
l>ccau-.e -.u11.1blc habit.II continul.'d .!long thc \al
lc) bouom 111 .il11ng the lut...i: edge 

H abrtal p.ttdll', comi,tt:tl of dCll'>l' ... 1ant.J, ol 
'' illow .... otlll't 'h1 ub .... '>t:allcrcd open grass) 
'pot-.. a II.'\\ 111 man)' tree-.. dead 'nag-. .• ind open 
\\ater ('fahle fl Chcr 80, ol the \\tlltm-.. in the 
patchc' \\crc grc,llct than 1 111 m height 1Tahle 
1 ). \\'e did not hnd breeding \\ 1110\\ l·I) cati:her.., 
an riparian ,ire.is dominated b) -.lh>ll C I rn) '' il
hm '· nor 111 C:l.l<'ll~i\ c tall \\ tllll\\ ,t,111d.., on rcl
.11 i' t:I) d1 )' upl.111d -.n..: ... 1 ... uch ,,., Ch.1111 L ai...c ... 
Prm incial P;u I\ -.outh 10 Crn'"nc-.1 Pa ...... I. 

The 111.tjorit) (HO'') of the lwhitat pat<: ht:.., 
um1a111cd -.1andrng (.'.'io' rl 111 1110,111g 12-v,) \\a· 
ter: the rem.under \\Crc e11her bordered b). or 
'' 11hin 100 111 ol, \\ <1tcr. The 111cd1.111 ,j;e of the 
f.trge't opcn \\ ,11cr \\ ith111 the p.11ch ".1s 0.1 "\ ha 
(range 0 f 5 11.1 J • 

All of thc ~llc' t..:ont.t111l·tl 111.111) ,•xp11 ... ed 
pcrd1e ....... omt' ol '' htdl \Vilhm f•l)'Calt.:hi:r-. u ... ed 
for song pmh ;.u1<l loragtng. 1 he 111,qorit} ol 
-.itc.., had hoth de.id .mt.I li\'l' pctd1c-.. ' I hi:-.c 
pen:hcs \h'll.' nrn m.tll) 2-"' m 1.tllc1 th.Ill the\\ ii
lo\\ l'.tllUfl) I I 1g . .!) The meau height ol u-.ed 
pc1chc' '' .1 ... 7 S fl~ ..,E m \lthough th,· 'a ... t 
majorit) of pcrd1c ... \\ere ~I'• Ut..:l'. o thl.'t .,peoc ... 
... ui:h a-. \\Ill<'\\. 111nt· (f'1111n ~pp ), ,1.,pcn I Po-
1111/11.1 trc11111/oitl1•1) and baham popl.1r (/'op11/11\ 
halw1111i/1•m) \1.cn: ptc\Cnt 1 l';.1hlc I). 

Vcgi:ta11011, 11-.11.tll) g1a" or -.ph.1gnum. \\a.., 
the prc<l11111111a111 ground c•" er typ.: rc<:or<lcd 
along thc 11an'iC1.'l' centered at the pcrd1c' (T:ihlc 
I J. Inlrl)-t\\o pcrccm ot the tran-.et.:l pomi.. re
corded '' .111.•1 ,1s ground t.:m er, de~ptW the llm 
pcri:cn1.1gc < 17 , ) 11f the patchc' h,\\ 111g .trea.., nl 
... wnding v.atl'I I l~thlc I). In .1 \\c1tc1 )Cai, a larg 
e r pcrcenwge ol the total area \\ou ld he c la ... -.cu 
,.., -.wnding \\,llct. 

\ \ illtn1. hu ... ht:'S predominated .tlung the tran
-.cth Table I). Oth..:r bu-.hc,, pr imanl) al<li:1 
I ~/1111\ -.pp.), hir,·h (Be 111/a 'PP) nm.I rme ( Rorn 
'PP·). were cn,ountcri:<l at lo\\ frcqucno:ic .... The 
a"eragc height 111 "no<l) \ cgc1.11111n mi:a ... ured at 
the tran,cct poim-.. "a' 207 + 2~ '>l em. All 
patchi:.., h.id open areu ... . l'\Cll in thl.' rc lali\c l) 
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Range of the Willow Flycatcher in Alberta 

o 1999 Kulba and McGillivray Records 

t:. Federation of Alberta Naturalists' Records 

o Provincial Museum of Alberta Records 0 100 km 

? Undocumented extralimital Records Approximate scale 

C2001 The Provincial Museum of Alberta 

ucn'>c \Cgctation near the pcn.:hc ... : \\C rc.:corued 
no wnrnJy vegetation at 20'.7 of the tran..,cct 
poi nh 

DISCTSSIO 

I .arlicr anecdotal ob ... cn.atio1h dc\l.nbcd a 
range ol Willm\ Flycatcher ... in Alhena <Salt and 

Salt 1976. Pi ncl ct al 1993) that '' '>11111 l.11 to 

what \\.C drn.:umcntcu. We located more Willow 
Flycatc her '>itc' at the extremes (north and ca'>t ) 
of the expected di..,tribution. but that i'> not \Ur 
pri,ing \\hen a ... urvc:i- i.., focu ... ed on a ... inglc 
specie-.. In Bnu-.h Columbia. Campbell ct al. 
(1997) noted that Willov. Flycatcher ... h<l\C in-
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Pc1 .:c111 "1ll<m 'hruh' of different hc1gh1 d.1"c' 1n 1..:rnpic:d 
h.1h1!;1t 

Pcru:·nl song and l11rag111g perch l) pc' 111 1x:, up1cd hah1tat (.111 

'Ile' n 1mh1 ncd) 

l'cr<.:l'ntJgc ol ground .:o,cr t) IX' .ilong 5 111 tro1i-ct'h r.1diating 
from M>llg .111d l<•1.1ging pcrd1e' 

I lah11 .11 t'lllllflll\il1011 : percent hit' along 11.111,,·l'l' nc.11 'ong and 
tu1.1g111g pcrd1c' 

\\'11Jm~ 

I 111 I" u1x·n ground 
\\.,1tl'I 

I 111 lugh 
I 2 m lugh 

2 Ill high 

Spmcc 
\\allm1 
P111c 
A'pcn 
B.1f,am p11pula1 

\cgct.111011 
\\,itcr 
Ba1c ground 

W1ll1m 
Othc1 dc.:1duou' hu'h 
Cnn1tc1' 
Bare ground 

.w 

\\~ n ,, 
56 ~ 5 
2'i ... s 
17 ' 
17 ... 
40 
4:? ~ 5 

62 + 8 
~2 ~ () 

s - " 
4 ... 2 

' + 2 

M .. x 
'\2 + s 
'i ' 

6:? .. 7 
).\ ... () 

7 ~ J 
IX 4 

c rca,c<l their r;mgc ca''"' ar<l. but pomts out that 
Alder l·l)t' .1td1cr-. ha\c abo c:i.p.mdcd 1111t1 lor
mcr \\:tllm1 1-f)catcher range. /.. 1. 11da1//I\, the 
... ub,pt•cics ol \\. tlltm Fl)Catd1cr 111 Alhl·rt.1, m.t) 
h,l\c rcached 11' nonhca,tern ltm11 in the hmt
hilJ, .ind Rod.;ic' of Alberta. 

In Albcn,1, \\.1llo\\ H) .:.llcher' ha\ c h<:cn re 
ported n b< 1 11 ct an<l <lr) 'hrub·<lomin.tted 
habnah ( "iemem:huk 1992. Pinel et al. 199~. 

McGilh1 ra~ 1n<l Semend1ul.; 1998). We found 
Wilhm f'l)Catchci' in the \\Cl h;..bttah norm.ill) 
l)pical of Alder I·l)l'atl'hl'r" (Semcnchuk 1992. 

\JllOll )()()()Ill) 
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~kCii 111 Ha) and Semenchul\ I 9lJX > .111d in 'omc 
ca'c.:' , thi.: l\\o ... pecie.., \\Crc found hrc.:c.:ding ')111-

patric.tll) . 1\hhough \\ilhm l •l)C.:alchcr' have 
hccn rcumlcd in dr) upland hahllat ... . \\C round 
no C.:\ idc.:nci.: 1hat tho ... e habitat.., ... upprn tc<l any 
1x11r .... 

The hahital characteri ... tic.., we notcd confirm 
open, \\cl. \\ 1 llo" and ..,pnu.:c·<lonunalcd lo\\
land .. , the hrccding habitat tor \\ilhl\\ l•l)-
1.·atchcr' in Alberta. It 1-. notC\\ortlP, that ... i1c' 
\\1th 1 datl\ d) 'hurt '' illo\\ hu,hc ... did not 'up
port \\illo\\ Fl)catc.:her,. In Alhena, the range 
of lht: \\ 1llow H)c.ncher i' hmiti.:d to the: foot 
hill' and montane region ... . \Ve: oh,cned th.It 
\Vi Ihm 1-1) 1.·a11.:her-.. occur ca..,t of the 111a111 range 
ol 1hc Rockie' hut not out of the: h>othill ... i.:core
g1on (f·ig I J. 

In add 11io11 to the re lative wetnc-.-. ol the: h.1b
i1at ... itc\, the: ahundam:e ol 1.·onilcrnu ... pcrchc' 
'catte1cd throughout mo-.t .... 11,., ''a' 'triJ..rng 
C Hg. 2 J f'hc'e 1ree-, an.• e\ 1dcncc.: ol 'lie\ re
cent I) or ephemcrall) Hooded . I he.: willow 
'" .11e, that 'upport Alder l ·I) c<1t1.·her' 111 the Bo
re al h11c't ,ire.: more often on the.: edge' ol <t">pen 
... tand,, \\1th the.: conitcrou' lore't rc.:,trictt:d lO 
upland 'i1c,, 

Be'-·;111,c.: male.:'> arrl\e on ... 11e and hcg1n ... 111g
inl! h\.'lorc the female-, <uri\e (~<:df\\icJ.. and 
Knopf 1992. B Kulba. pcr .... oh' J. male-, an: 
re..,pon..,.hle fm breeding 'itc ... election ">Ile.., with 
de\.llcd pcrd1c• .. which ar1.· ll'-\.'O Im male di ... -
pb) .1mJ te1 ritonal beha' 1rn. would likely he 
pn:lerrc.:d. ')he ma.1omy of the 'Iles \\c loun<l 
had pcrc.:h111g '1tc.., "ell ,1bm e the.: canop) and 
\\llh111 the habitat. At ..,Ile' th.11 did nol ha\t: 
pcrd1c' direct I} "ithin the h.1h11a1, W1llm\ fol) -
1. .11d1ers u ... cd 'prucc. prnc. ur ,1,pcn 1•n the pc-
11phc1) ol 1hc h.1bita1. 

In Bnt1,h Culumhi.1. \\ 1\hm l·\)c.1lchcr' .ire 
found l.1rgd) 111 \\Ct hahi1a1 ... I V,111 I 1ghem ,md 
Gyug 1981, C.unphcll ct .ti 1997). mi rrnr111g the 
habit.It 111 \',,h1d1 11 i' lound in Alberta !'he lacl\ 
of' \H'l \\ 11low habiiat in thc p ra irie.., o t 'outhcrn 
A lhc11a 111.1) p resent a barrrer 10 ca-.t \\ ard e\
pan,mn. 

\ \L found Alder flycatchL'I' brccding '>m
patno;.all) "llh \\ 1llO\\ Fl)L'atdlL'I' 111 m.m) of 
thc ..,Ile,, In a number 111 ll101hi1J, .ire ..... that 

looked '1milar w Wilhm Flycatcher ... 11e .... onl) 
~Ider i::l)ca1chcr' \\ere recorded. Gt\en th1' 
O\crbp m h:1b1tat c.:haractcn,t1c' ol 1hc t\\o 'PC· 
cie;.. we \\ould C.:\pcct regular ... igh1ing-. of \.\-'ti 
lo" f lycatd1L'r' rn central and northern Alhe11a. 
where Alder H)Latchcrs an.: common. The lad; 
of WiJlm, l· lycatchc1 record>. in the..,e notthern 
area' ind11.·a1e' th.It thc ern 1ronment 1-. not 'uit
able Whcthe1 1111, i' due to ... ubtle hah11a1 dif
ference,. thc .1hund,111ce of Aldcr H)ca1d1cr,, 
climate:. or lw .. 1011c al !actor' i-. unJ..no\\n , 

Although the W1lllrn Fl)catcher·, rang<.' 1' 
l11n11ed to a na1nm hand m ... outhwc ... tern Alber
ta. it appear-.. to ha' c.: remained 'table tor JO 
)Car,. Lo'' of' currcntl) occupied hah1tat 
through L.11tlc grating and other hum<m mod1h 
cation ma)' not h1. ol much concern in AlhL·rw . 
Mo..,t ol lhc ... ite-. \\ere too moist and thc "i lhm' 
too dcn..,c to he acL·c.,...ible for gn11ing. though 
some ... itc.., .tlong the ca-.tern edge ol the rangL' 
ma) be 'ulm:rablc. Other form;. of human .1cti• 
it) 'uch ,..., road' and 1 ail -line-. did nut 'cem lo 
hinder Wilhm H)cat1.·hcr-.. trom u'ing nc.trh) 
habitat. 1 he \\ct w 1llm' llm land' la Hired b) 
\\ illO\\ H) c.1tchc1' are not ... uited 10 111d11,tn,1l 
or rccrc.l11on<il de,elopmem. 

fundame11t:1I rc,can.:h on thL \\ 1110\\ H\ 
cait.:hcr in Alhert.1 l' l<tcking. Stud) of r..:produ1. 
tive succe" and CO\\ h1rd para-.iti;.m raie' of\\ ii 
low r:I) cat1.·hc1' .an..: nceded lO a ..... e,,.., 1 he popu 
la11on'.., ..,tahiltt) in the prO\ 1nce. 1-urthcr ccn'u'
ing in northca..,te111 BC ,md nor1hwe-,1crn J\ I bcn.1 
(north of th1.· 53 1 parallel l 111 the tra1i...11ion he 
l\\et:n tht: Roc.:l\1c-. and the Boreal F·orl' 't \1,oulu 
help danf) th<.' northern limit of the 'pcc1c, , 1't 
nall). 1h1.· ~) mpatrll' population.., ol \\'illo\\ .rn<l 
Alder f·l)1.·.11c.:hers 1n Alhena pn:.,ent oppm1un1-
tic' l!l l)lt.llltil) h.1hit.ll preference' .111d their cl 
lect on prududi\ il) for thc'c ,jhling ~pcc1co; 

ACK:-:O\\ I I l>C\ll·t" rs 
\\c th.111~ 1h1.• 1\lhcrl.1 C1111'cna11on ,\ ..,'111:1.111110 .111d 

the Pim 11K'1al I'\ lu-.·11111 nl Alhcrta. Alberta Cununu
nll) lk\clopmcnt , tor 1hc1r llnancml ... upport Il l thl' 
pro.1cc1 1 hi.' l·cdl.'r.1111111 ol Alh.:rta "\;11ur;ll1'h 'upplil.'d 
Atl:i... re<:<>r<k K. \',111 l 1ghc111 anti P Ac hut I .1"1'1cd 
"nh the ,1.:<1111,11100 ot the proper p.:rmii... 101 lhc• 11.1 
ta>nal p<uk,, \\'c are al,11 plea,cd to ad.no" kJgc lhc 
a ...... 1,tancc <II I \\ 1C11' and (, Scm.:n~huk 111 the held 


