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S~Arus AND DISTRIBUTION INTRODUCl ION 

B RH\R,\ I:. Kt'> '"D M \RK K. ~oc.c.1 

he Willm\ J'lycatche1 breed' th111ughout 
rtW·t 1•1 the llnitcu Stale'> anu rarts 111 'outh..:m 
C.n,1u 1, llccumng 111 a broad range 111 hah1t.1h 
,1c1 '" ,1 \\ 1dc clt:\ational r,mge. lr11t:1l''Lingl}. 
rcvnt 111:111.h 111 Ji,trihution ,111J ,1huml;111l·e .ire 
'anah l' .icm'' the -.pccu.:s· rnnge. lil.:cl) thl' re 
-.ul ol geogr.1phic J1lkrence' 111 the nature .111d 

cext•nt 111 human-a-.-.ociateJ ,11terat11111 ul the 
Ian!-.\.' 1pe. ,111d pov .. 1bl) ccolog1l',li d1 I lcrerK·e-. 

.am m!; 'uh'Pl'Cte-.. In the ea,h.:rn ,111d "111the.1,t-
1e1 n l ~ .. the Willm\ Flycatcher h,1, t:\pandl.'J 
nh all 'I.' o\ er the la't few decadL'' ( ">edg\\ 1d. 
.20<0a 1. and hreeu' 111 riparian -.liruh-. .ind tor 
i::-.t . ,1nd in human-altered land,capL'' -.uch ..... 
1h11hh\ old-held-. and young pine pl.111tati1lll-. 

f \orne .:!CK)()) In the Pacilic :Sorllrnl'St. the '(le
c...:11: h;i-. lfr,.arpeareu lrom n1.1n) hm l.u1d 11pa1 -
1 an .ire.1,, hut h,1-. become a common hreelk1 in 
rcg•nl'r,1ting ele.m:ut habitat I :\10111~011 .1ml 
.r\1e hm I IJXJ. Altman et al. ti/I\ 10/11111.: :\I. 
Sou;e .111d F. Pa\ton. unpuhl u,lla). I hc1e. in-
1 en tH' t1111hl·r han e'ting ma) IW\l' (UO\ldt•d 
llL'\~ b1eed111g h.1hi1a1 .... anJ gf\en the L'\tent 111 
c k.rcur ... 111 Oregon and W,1-.h111gt11n, ll 1' po'
... ihl• that Wilhm Flycatcher' :llL' now more 
nihulllant ,1nd ''iue ... preau than 111 thL' pa-.1 (hut 
'-CC \lt111,u1 L'I .11. 1/ii\ n1/11111t•) In co1111."'· \\ 11-
lo\\ J•l)C.lldll'I' 111 the 'Olllh\\l''tern l '.S. h,l\C 
dccJned 111 the po111t ol nc 11 L'\l11K t1on ·'' ur
b.1n.1.111on .md ,1 burgeoning hum.111 popul.111011 
I ,I\ c re,ulted 111 \\ iuc,pread In'" .111u degr.1d.1111•n 
l I rp.m.lll h.1hi1.11. \\'illO\\ • t)Catd1e1' .ire n11\\ 
~1" nt • .1 h1eedmg 'pc.:1c' lr11111 till' Cl•ntrnl 
\:ii ') ol C.1lilorn1a. \\here lhL') \H'rl' 11nL"l' com 
1101 Cll;u1i' cl al. 1987). and ha\l' hl·,11 d1,1 
mat l<tll> IL'Ul11;ed in number along the lo\\l'I 
\olor ado Ri \ L'r. whii.:h in h1storu: lllllL'' pr nhahl) 
'11prmtnl 1111e ol the largl'I Wrllcm Hyl'Utd1e1 
po(Hl,111011-. 111 the 'outlme;;t CL nitt llJX7). 

l)~.,plle ) c:,1r .. ol conei:rn .1hout dcd111rng \\ 11-
lo\\ I I) lat~ her populauons, sur pt j,111gh IL'\\ 

u3l ,1 h.1\l' been ,I\ .1ilablc to l'lkcth Cl) gau£c 
11cnd' 111 J1,tr1hu11on anJ abunJ.1111.:c. m to e' 
t.1bl i-h ltnk-. bct"i:cn ucd111e.. ,111d poll'flltal 
cau,tll\ c I :1ctm ,, The to Ihm ing serie' ol 11.11)C1' 
prm1ucs l'lnrent information at regmn.11 .md lo 
cal ,·,lie-. cnucal to the management .111d l<>n
si:rvJt111n ol endange1ed. rare. anu dc.:d111111g ... pe
l'ic.: ... 1 hi: -.cct 1011 begins v.1th a filll£l'W idl' "} n 
thes1, hy 'Vlarl- Sogge anu hi ... n1lkagt1L'' dl' 
... Crthng lhL' Ui-.lrihllllOn OI breeu1ng -.ile' of lhe 
Sout l\\e..,tern \\'1llm\ Fl}catchc1. 'ummari/ing 
nrne )e.1r ... of ... un ey' anu rneluu111g anal) ... e, ol 

;;ite charactcri,tic-. 'uch "' hahitat t)pc aml land 
ll\\ nersh ip. rtw. m e1 \IC\\ is folio\.\ cu h) .. 1atl' 
\\ idc a ...... e,..,111enh of ll)catcher ... 1a1u .. 1n C.1!1fo1-
nia ( Barb<ira Ku.., .md nhtuthors) anu Arinllla 
(Charle' Parml/1ck .111d i\pnl \\'1xxl\\aTU). \\(Heh 
together ... upport h.111 of the 'iouth\\ C'>lern \\ 11-
llm ft) c.11cher' 111 the L n1teu Stati:' C Im-. 
Farmer and lll '' orker' focu ... thci r .1ttl:nt1011 ,11 
an e\cn more local -.calc. eon,idcring \Vilhm 
Flycatcher 11ccuiri:11ce and habllat u-.c ,11 onL' of 
the largc ... 1 coa ... ial ... ite' in California the Santa 
'r nc/ RiH·r . Brian Ku Iba anJ Bruce t'vkGillivr.t) 
rounu lllll thl' pll'Wlltalion' on brceuing pllpll 
lations \\ ith thl 1r -.umm.tr:r or lhc di-.tribution 
anJ h.1hitat d1ar.1Cll'll'lll'" of \ 1/ill<m l·l)l'.ttcher' 
in Alh.:rt.1. 

Sc\ eral themes 11111 thrnugh each of the'l' p.1-
pcr,, ur,1\\111g .111cn11nn to area' n.·4uinng turthl·r 
in\e'>t catr 11 ,\II ol the .1111h11r-. a"e"ing the 
.. tatu ... ol ">llllth\\ l' ... ICI 11 \\ rlhm Fl) catcher' romt 
out that \\ hilc 111.111) \ear' 111 ... un C) d,11.i .Ill' 
ll(I\\ a\ ailahle. their lhelulne ...... in uetern1111111g 
pllpulat11m trend' 1' ..,l'\ercl} limited hc~:au-.e 11f 
ineon,i-.1e11t s111 ve) 'L'OPl' .111d effort aa11....., 
year .... Stand.11d1/L'd ... 111 H'Y' at selccteu ... itcs will 
be L'"c1111.1I lor detecung future population 
trends and il"essinr IL''P"ll'.:' to nl.111.tgl'lll•'lll 
IL .S f 1,h ,md \\'il<lhl · Sl•ntce 2002). Ba-.eli11e 
d,tta a1e lll'l'llc<I 1111 p••pu1.11i11n ... in lc,,.,tudtl'U 
pan-. of thi: ll)l'.ltd1l'r·, r.m~e. -.uch a' fr,11,, 
,md ') nthe,cs ol h1Mo11c .md current 'tallh puh
h,hed for :-.;L'\\ t-k\ll'O, l 1.1h. ,mJ Cohirndo 
<:.,l'Cl•nd rl·g11•nul cl1tnpil 11''"'111 -.unc:r d,11a 1n 
di..:ate th.It S<ntlh\H'~ll r n \.\"1llm\ Ft:rcatchi:rs p11 
maril) nccu1 111 e\lll'l11l I)' '111,111 popula1i1111,, thL• 
lllUJo• it) numhc11ng ll'\\CI than tl\e tc111to11e .... 
hcighwnin!' the ri'I.: ol local extirpation through 
stocha,tiL· i:vent .... h1d1 of the .1uthor-. toud1c-. on 
the nccu 101 .111 11np111\cd undcr,tanuin~ of tlw 
-.pat1al Clllllll'llll>ll.., hct\\een Jl)C<ltcher ropul.1 
tilll1' anu the l'\ll'lll to\\ h11:h the) arc '>ti UCtlllCU 
111 one or more met.1populat111n ... Th1ru. all ol the 
author' pre,cnt d.1H1 di.:M.; nhmg general hahit.11 
leature' ol 'HL'' u;;cd h)- fl) catcher,, n1111111c111 
that man} e\ 1lkntl) 'uitable ..,Ile' an! un<)Cl·u
pied. 311U lllllL' th,tl IJ)L'aleher ... are -.ofllClllllC ... 
found hrcL"ding 111 .ll)p1L"al hahitat .... h1rlhL'I 1e 
-.e<1rch 1' lll'l'llL'd 111 dL''LTlhl' the range nl hah11.11 
t) pc' u'ed hy Willlm I lyrntchers. anu to iut•n 
tif) the lolal anti l.md,capi:-h.:vel hydrological 
and geomorpl11c cond1tions that -.uppor t ... udt 
habitat-.. Hah1t,1t ... ckction h) hrceuing fl}Latd1 
er-. aho need-. 111 hl· Ill\ l''llgateu. a' \\ell .1, the 
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role' that -.11e lidelit) and .,odal a11rae11on pla) 
111 determining local fl) c.:atehcr d1 ... 111hu1ton .... 

I'hc \ olume ol literature dC\ otcd to hrecdmg 
Will<m Hyc.:atc.:hcr\ dclic.., the n:altt) th<ll thi.., 
... pe1:11:' ..,pent!... over hall the }Car on '' intcring 
grnund ... ouhidc of the l n1ted Stale• .. llntil rc
l'Cllll]. much our knowledge of 1tw, part of the 
flyea1c.:hc1 .. .., annual cyc.:le w;h h;i'ed on little 
mrnc than d1..,tributional map ... in popular field 
guide-.. hard!) adequate for an undcr,tanding of 
the lador... influencing population trend., of 

breeding h11d ... . Scc.:11on I thu.., c.:onc.:ludc.., '' ith 
the lir-.t puhlt..,hcd 1nformat1on on the di..,tnhu
tion and hahitat u ... c of \\ 1llm,\ H) c.:atehcr' on 
their'' 1n1t:ring ground.., 111 Central Amcric;1 Jan 
et L1nn and c.:oauthor.., pro\ idc dctatlcd 1nl'o1 -
mation on llK' type.., ot' habitats u<.,ed h] Willm' 
Flycatcher'>, a ... well a\ threats to tho ... e habllah. 
and in ..,o doing not only contribute nC\\ infm
mation on Willm\ l ·l)c.:atcher ecology. but pro
\ ide a ..,trong foundation for future re..,earch and 
monitoring .at thc'c and other "intcrrng '>ltc ... . 


