
Stmhc., m \\ i.m B1olog) "\o 2h. I 2. :!OOJ . 

I '\ 1 RODUCTION 

'v1 \RK K. Soc.ca. B \RH,\R \ r Kl .... ~t ... \"l J S1 [ l<R \. \"J[) l\1 \R) .I. Y..1111 HI Lil 

Thl W1 llt1\\ 1'1)ca1cher Cf111pid1111c1\ trt1i/lii) ,., 
'111.111 .ind nnmk•,u1pt '>J1Clil''" 1w ... ,c ... ,111g 1ic1 
~hl'I n1h1rlul plumage nor .1 pallll'Ul.t1I) 111d11-
di11u., ~n11g. It genera II) inhabit-.. dcn'L' , ,111 uhh) . 
\\Cl, ,111d hugg) habllah '' herl' mn't pcnplc (111h 
er th,111 , pcrhap .... prole..,.,inn.11 hiolog1.,1s 1 spcml 
\Cr) httk 11111.:. Thu-.. n ''not ll:111hl) 'u1p11,111g 
lhal th1' 11) l".llcher. 1.Ji. .. 1rihuteJ .1cro'' llllll'h ol 
the lo\\ c1 -ts l n11eJ State' and 111 p<11h of .,outh ­
e1 n Can.Illa. 1s poorl) 1..nO\\ n b) 1hl' gl'lll'1.1l puh­
lll Indeed. one recent eJitonaJ 111 a 1cg1on.tl 
'>1>lllh\\C,tc1 n new ... raper lahe led thl' II) L"atd1e1 
a ... an i11.,cc1. n11, bi rd i:-. oltcn O\ ctlookcd l'\l'l1 
h) hinlc" .111d field hinlogi..,r.. hcl·au'c it ... bc ­
h<I\ illl .11111 drah .1prearance can mah· 1t d1lflcult 
IP 101..,111: .111d 1dcnllf) A' a 11.•,ult, until fl'Ccntl) 
the \\ tlhm l-l)1...1tchcr rccel\1.·J le" 'tlld) th.111 
1rnght bC' C\(X'l.'teJ !!"en n s \\ldcsprl'.ld d1stn 
hu1ion 

lksplll' lhl· l111u1cJ attcnllon. thl' \\ tllo\\ fol) 
l"atd1c1 ., "l'I 1.11nl) .111 ccolog1c.lll) 111tc1c,11ng 
and '.111.1hil• specie., . Jn 1.hl kr1.·111 pa11 ... 111 "' 
r,111!!1.' , 1t ne'h 111 .1 \arict) 11! d\11.11rn1.. h.1h1t.1h 
'u..:h ,,.., 11pa1 ran lore,i,.,. \\l"I 111011ta11e 11ll'.1d11\\ 
'hrnhlam1'. 1cgcnera11ng dca1n11-.. and r1.•1.'ll\l'r-
111l' 11 ld li1.•ld ... . It '' t.:oinpri,ed of 1'11111 g1.·11g1 .1ph 
1c.tll\ dl'lll11."I -.uh ... rec1e .. th.II h1ecd ll\ 1.•1 .1 \\Ilk 
i;cogr .1ph 11.· .md cle' at ion range. .md '.11) 1 n 
111111 pholog) ( l 11i11 19~7). ge11e111.· .., t l'axton 
:!O<Kl ), and """!:l CSedg,,11.: k 20<11 ) \lthough 
ther1.' .111.· 111.111) 1.·eulugrcal dr I lcr1.·n1.c'> hct\\ l'< 11 
'lih,1x·1. IL" ~. thcrc '" aJ,o suh ... 1.11111.11 '.111.11rt1n 
w11h111 c.1d1 s11h,Jll'1.'IL"' Thi' pnn r<k~ Im inter 
... ,1111g rc"l'.11d1 11pprntun111e,, hut ,11"' lll.1k<'' it 
dlf fr1. ult to gcrll'r ali/c re,ea1 d1 fl 11d1 ng~ II 0111 one 
I 11.•1.·d111g all':J 111 ll;catchcr p11pula11"11 to .111oth 
er. 

T hl· W1 lh1\\ H;catd1cr bc<:a1m· th1.· 1111.11' ol 
wid1.''P c.1d 111.111agement .mu c.;1111"·1 '.111011 .ltll'l1 -
11011 111 till' l<JSlh. primanl) Jue tll 1..1111l'ern t.11 

1er 1.1 t'\c\ .111.1 .mJ 'outh\\ c'-lcrn popul.11ro11 <; 
t <\crcn.1 I <ll\2. l nitt 1987) In the c.irl) 191)0,. 
Arr/tm,1 1'.111nch 111 Flight.,, p.1nne1 ... l11p of gm ­
c. nmenl and prl\ .1tc .1rgan11.1111111~ .111d indl\ td­
wr... 1.·11111.·crned .1hou1 dcd111ing h11J 'J'Cl"le' .111d 
h 1h1tllt'. ,1.·k..:tcd the South'' e'tern \\ 1 llo\\ 1'l)-
utd1e1 ,,., .1 loe,tl ... peue' \ t that 11111e, the ll;. -
c11ch1.•r wa' a hi1d ... pec1e' helien:d 111 he 111 g11.•a1 
p·r ii. and lkrendcm upon one ol till" 1110 ... 1 
ti rcate11ed hahrtah 111 the '>lltrlh\\'l"'t \ri/ona 
1'11 Iner' 111 f'l!L'ht began a col lalmrall\l' ellort to 
c 1mlu1.·t ... 1.111.'\\ it.le pre,cncc/ah,c1K1.' ... ur \l').., .md 
h de"-'' 1hc 11) l'atchcr habitat. D.11a 1.·111 kl.led h) 

thi' 'latC\\ Ille cl Ion were u-.ed h) thl.' L .S I i'h 
and \\'ildl1lc Ser' i1.·e 1n ih decr ... 1011 to ll't I t. 
£'\ti111111 "' a lctlerall) cn<langercd ... pe..:1e .... 

Beginning 111 the 1111<l - I 99Ch. liJll11\\ ing the 
propo.,cd .111d !In.ti I ling ol r,·. I. nti11111 I a ... en 
<langen:d ( SI \ \ S I )l) I , 1995 ). 'uh ... 1.1111i,1l 
amount ... ol l1111d111•• huame a\ailablc Ill ..:ondud 
re ... earch and 111.111.1ge111c.·nt .1ell\ 111e' on thr' ... uh 
'peerc'>. Tiu., ll''ult1.·d 111 .111 cxplt1,ion ol held 
\\Olk de...igned tn gath<·r ha ... ic inlormaunn 11n 
the ... 1a1u.... d1 .. 111hu1ion. .md ecology of the 
Southwe., te r 11 W 1 llo\\ Hycatcher throughout ih 
range. S ince then. ht1.•1al ly thou ... and.., nl tlycatch 
er 'unc]' h:l\e he1.·11 nmd11cted. and 1111111011, 111 
d11llar' 111 1c.,1.·,11d1 .111d llln..,en ation l'ffon ... 1111 
Jcrtal..en . Thc'e cllort s 111clu<lc, but arc not hrn 
ned to. hJ'>tl' pre~cncc/ah,ence ... un C) '· detarlcd 
Jcmograph11.· "tudtl'' · gcn1.•1ic, anal) ... e ... h,1h1t.11 
..:har:icterr.1..1111111. hr 1.' e<hng ecolog) 'tudic'. \\ 111 
ter and 1111g1 .1111111 l'l·olllg) '>tm.lie-.. hahit.11 re' 
111rat1on • • mJ <"on er' .1111111 pl.1nnrng. 

One .,f till' m.qur p111 pii...e ... ol thi' 'olume \\ .1s 
to pnn 1de .1 l111u111 lrn publication ul rc...illh 
from the\\.' f'Cl'l'lll ,JL'll\ 1lle,. rhe 23 paper' ill ­
duJcd herL'Jl1 cm 1.• r :1 \\ ide 1 ange o f topics 
()ome de-.c11hl' the 1 1.·~1111, ol large- ... ..:.tlc. multi ­
)ear re,c.1rd1 pr11g1.1111', .111d pn1' i<le dl'hn1t1\L' 
an"'er' II> 'Pe,·rllc; ll"'ca1d1 .ind ma11agL·me111 
quc ... 11ons. Other' prl' 'l"lll rntnguing prch111111.11) 
re,ult' lrom ,111,111, ~hort -1cn11 ... 1uJ1c,, '' hcr1.• 
more dc1.11kd 1csc.11d1 t!. needed. All ~'' the .1u 
thor' r,11,e 1111po11.1111 que,llon' that 'huuld he 
"on .... dcrl·d 111 lutlll<' rc o;carch .111d tnanag1.·rncnt 
ell on' B«<·.111sc the Slluth\\ l''tcrn \\ illo\\ I 1) ­
..:atcher c.1pll11l·d thc 111111al lc<leral regtll.1101;. ,11 
tentinn. it h1.·c;1111e till' 'uh,pcc1e-. of primary lo 
cu-. tor re,card1. 1.:ori...1.•n .11 111n. and management 
.1l'th1tie' in the \\es11:111 l .~ llowe"c1. other 
pnpulat ions and/or 'lilhpl.'L Je' ma) be Je,en 1 ng 
nf '11111lar ,1tte111Jon. I Jrn .... ,1lth11ugh thi., "olunll' 
deal.., pmu.url) \\Jlh / . t t'\11111111 . ll al"' 111 

elude<> ch.1pt1.•rs <>n other sub ... pecie, .... omc 11! 
\\ h1 ... h h,t\C not been as "1dd) 'tuJ1ed. I hrs ' " 
important hc(,lll'1.' 111111.h ol the 111lllrm.11rnn 

gamed lrom "llldlL'' "' one ... uh ... pecrc' '' ll'>l'l11I 
for undcr,tanJrng thl' 1.•,ology ;mJ cnn'l'f'\ .1111111 
challenge., 11! otlll'r .. ub ... pcne ... as well. 1\dd1-
ll011'l ll). 1h1.· !..no\\ kd111.· gaincd through 'lutlJe, 
on Soulll\\'l"'ll'f 11 Wi llm\ l-lycatchcr~ can be ap 
rlicd to 1111prm e lll<lllagemcnt of SllUlh\\C,tll 11 
r i rarian '-) '11.·ms ;111d other riparian ohligalc '>PC 
CIC,. 

The papc1' in this \olume are d1\1Jed among 
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three ha ... ic ... cc11on'>. each ol \\ h1ch he gin' \\uh 
.1 ... ummar) chapter b) one or more ol the \Ol­
umc editor' Secuon I im:ludc' "' charter ... fo­
cw.ing on the '>tatu' and di'>tribution or lrn:ul and 
regional Willo\\ Hycatchcr popul;l11on .... on both 
the w1ntc11ng and breeding ground... rhc nine 
d1vcr..,c papers 111 Section 2 deal prnnarily with 
tlycatchcr hrccdrng ecology and heh;\\ ior Sec-
11on 1 cnnwin-. eight chapter' \\ 11h direct 1111pli­
ca11on.., for \VtllO\\ Flycatcher management. con­
'en atinn. and rc.,earch methotk I he \olume 
cmh \\1th ,1 con.,olidated Literature Cttcd ..,cc­
tiun. lkcau ... c man) of the paper' publt ... hcd in 
thi' \olumc refer to data from .1gc111.:) rcpon' 
and other unpubli-.hed 'ourcc,, the) cite non­
pccr re\ icv.ed materials (i.e .. "gra) literature") 
that arc often hard to obtam To improve accc'' 
to thC\C unpubli,hcd materials, cop1c'> of all such 
gr,1y litcrawrc cited in thi' \olumc have hccn 
dcpm.itcd \\Ith the WiJ,on Or111thologu .. al Soci­
ety Jo\'>clyn Van Tyne :\1cmorial l. ibrary at 
the Un1\Cr,1t) of '\fich1gan (URL: hllp.// \\ \\ \\, 
umnv.k1.umich cdu/b1rd,/-.ab26.html ). 

Than).;, to the cffon.., of man) 111dl\ 1duah. and 
funding from man) agcncic .... \\C h,t\C learned 
much ahout the \\'illO\\ H)catchcr 111 the la'>t 10 
)Car,. The .tll,\\Crs and c'pcnc111.:c' gaincd­
man) ol which .ire presented herein ha\C made 
important contribution' to the held of a\ 1an 
ecology. helped in -.pccic' and '>itc · .,pcc11ic 
management activities. and aided hmad -..,c.:ale 
con,c1 vatmn planning (e.g .. the Southwc,tc1 n 
Wilhm Hycatcher recovery plan) I hl\\e\e1. our 
data need.., arc '>till great. and \\C ... 1111 lat·I; ba'>ic 
d1,1rib11t10n and ecolog1cal intor111a11on lrom 
m.m~ p.111' ol the fl)catchcr·., range. ' I h1-.. i.., e'-

peciall) 11 uc ''1th regard to WillO\\ I l)t'att·hcr 
habitat 'clct:tion .ind u ... e. di'>pcr ... al and "clllc · 
mcnt pattern.... nugratton and \\ 1111er ct·olog}. 
and the 1mp<1ct" ol predator'>. para'>ih.'' · d1'>t'a't'. 
and human ac.:11\ lllC\ ..,uch as development. al 
tcred river 'Y'lcm'>. agriculture. gra/ing. and en 
\ironmcntal contaminant'>. Furthermore. we arc 
'>till 111 the earl> ... 1age' of de\'eloping cllccll\C 
con,en a11on .1c:t1llll\ ... uc:h a ... riparian hahttat re' ­
toration and c1ea1ion. a' well a' implementrng 
mon11oring program' to e' aluate the cffic<K) or 
the ... e action ... . Meeting the ... e information need.., 
,., a major challenge that \\ill require ,c,:ienllht· 
and management trcati\ity. and sub-.tanti<tl h · 
nancial rc.,ource' <)uc:h effort., will he enhanced 
by continuation ol the suc:ces:,ful and c:ollcg1al 
c:ollaborat1on that ha .... '>O far. been \\ id1.:.,prcad 
within the Willow Hyc:atchcr research and con­
<,ervation community It is our .,inc.:ere hope that 
thi' \olumc 111 ... pirc' additional ellorh 111 that re ­
gard 
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the etton' .tnJ ·•"t'tan<e ot mam people. The cc>11ler 
ence on \\lll<h 1h1' marv• .... npr 1' ba ... cd \\OUld 1101 h.1H' 
been 'uccc"l11I \\lthou1 hnam:ial 'uppon from numer 
OU' agcnc1c' h<'C l'RI !·ACE') and OUl\t,ind111g ""I' 
lance from 1ho'c \\ho \oluntcered for regi,1r.1tmn dc ... i.. 
du11c,, audio '"ual ta'"-'· ,e..,'lon chair n: ... po11,1h1li 
lie,, and m11m:rou' othl·r acll\'itic': G. Be;ltly. S 
Chamber,, 'I Cos tle1 )'. R. David,nn, C Kar:1,, J KJC' 
ho. \J Kaul man J Kolovar. D. Lau,h. S I con. 'I 
\kCanhc} J . Md1lo1hlcn. C. Parad/id.. I P.1x1nn, 
1-l '\1c"111g, \1. R.1,111u,,cn. B Raublon J Rourl-e, 
A Sm11h, J S1ro111herg. \.1 Stuan. and W \1u1ph) 
\\c .il'o th.in!-; 1hc 'iatl ot the ·\rifona State Un1H0 rst1) 
\1crnon.1I l 111011 nmtcrerll'C pl.inmni: dcpan111cn1 

\ 


