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is basedlargely on the increasinglyoutdatedPeters'
Check-listof Birdsof the Worldseries (Harvard University Press,1931,ff.), and popular modern family
monographs or handbooks where available, sequencedat the family level and aboveby an "in litt."
from Handbook
of theBirdsof theWorld'seditors.This
higher-levelsequencingconventionresultsin some
strange and eye-catchingplacements,such as the
kingletsbetweenbulbulsand leafbirds,or the vireos
betweenwhydahsand fringillids. Becauseit hasfor

ily be found, suchas the sequenceand specieslimits
within the genera Glaucidiumand to a lesserextent

Bock, and Farrand.

USA. E-mail:

Otus.

American birders, who probably are the primary
intended audience,mostly should be pleased with
the appearanceand basic simplicity of Birdsof the
World.Thosewith a more scholarlyinterestin avian
speciationand relationships,however,may prefer to
wait. When Handbook
of theBirdsof theWorldis completed and back-updated,Birdsof theWorldhopefully
some well-documented
situations in the volumes alwould be revised,either to conformwith Handbook
of
ready published,the Morony, Bock,and Farrand se- theBirdsof theWorld,or giving referencesto relevant
quenceis likely to be updatedby the Handbook
of the literaturefor a11changes.Only thenwould it provide
Birdsof the Worldteam as future volumes are pre- the chain of evidence distinguishing sciencefrom
pared, based upon then-current, widely accepted revelation. In the meantime, for anyone who can
criteria. Meanwhile, it would have seemed wiser for
work with its simplicity,Birdsof theWorldis not only
Birdsof theWorldto follow somepublishedhypoth- useful, but also very much a bargain.--P. WILLIAM
esis of relationships,such as that used by Morony, SMITH,P.O.Box1992, OceanShores,Washington
98569,

Another disappointmentfor me is the generalabsenceof citationsfor virtually all deviationsfrom the
underlyingreferencework(s) for eachfamily. Forexample, Puffinusatrodorsalis(Shirihai, Sinclair and
Colston,Bulletin of the British Ornithologists'Club
115:75-87)is added to Birdsof theWorldwithout reference or explanation. Ninox los (Rasmussen,1999,
WilsonBulletin 111:457-464)alsois addedto Birdsof
the Worldwith a referencein the bibliography.Sula
granti (Pitman and Jehl, Wilson Bulletin 110:155170), on the other hand, is omitted from Birdsof the
Worldeventhoughit was describeda year earlier in
the samejournal as N. ios.What are the criteria for
inclusion or exclusionof newly describedspecies?
Similar unevennessapplies to taxonomicrevisions,
subspecies,detailed sequence,and choicesof names.
The Scaly-breastedThrasher (Margaropsfuscus) is
treated asa monotypicspeciesin the genusAlleniain
volume9 of Check-list
of Birdsof theWorld,the only

birdsmiths@hotmail.com.
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The Status of Marine Birds Breeding in the Barents Sea Region.--Tycho Anker-Nilssen, Vidar
Bakken, Hallyard Strom, Alexander N. Golovkin, Vitali V. Bianki, and Ivetta P. Tatarinkova, Eds. 2000.

Rapportseriehr. 113, Norsk Polarinstitutt, Tromso,
Norway. 213 pp., b/w drawingsby EugenyA. Koblik, numerousmaps and figures. ISBN 82-7666-1769. Cloth. 375 Norwegian Kroner (-$40). Can be ordered from Norsk Polarinstitutt, Polarmiljosenteret,
reference mentioned for the Mimidae, but is considNO-9296, Tromso, Norway or by e-mail at sales@
ered polytypic in the genusMargaropsin Birdsof the npolar.no--The Barents Sea is one of the most imWorld. Why? The usefulnessof Birds of the World portant areasfor marine birds in the world, both in
would havebeengreatlyenhancedif all changes,in- terms of diversity and abundance.Over 7 million
clusions,exclusions,rearrangements,and renaming pairs of marinebirds of some40 speciesbreedthere,
at either the scientificor English-namelevel for all and many of thosestayto feed during the nonbreeddeviations from the given referenceswere docu- ing season.The region has suffered many environmented,evenif the citationor footnotewere simply mental insults in the past, and the future holds the
"author'sopinion/preference."
distinct possibility of offshoreoil and gas developThe relationshipbetweenBirdsoftheWorldand The ment, and increasedship traffic if the Northern Sea
American Ornithologists'Union Check-Listof North Route acrossArctic Europe opensup. Thus, there is
AmericanBirds(American Ornithologists'Union, 7th much to warrant an accountof this European Arctic
ed., 1998) also is less well documented than I would
hotspot. Thankfully, marine bird specialistsfrom
wish. Although AOU's Checklistis hardly sacrosanct, Norway and Russia have obliged. After extensive
it has served the ornithologicaland birding com- collaborationover the past 10 years, they have promunities

well as the foundation

of North

American

regionaltaxonomyand nomenclaturefor more than
a century.Explanationsof deviationsfrom it would
avoid confusingan Americanaudience,particularly
thosemembersnot fully conversantwith all the literature.Examplesof unfamiliar treatmentscanread-

duced

this marvelous

book on the status of marine

birds in the BarentsSearegion,which coversthe Barents Sea proper, the Norwegian Sea north of the
Arctic Circle,portionsof the GreenlandSeaand Arctic Ocean west and north of Svalbard and Franz Josef
Land, and the entire White Sea.
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Six sectionsand six appendicescomprisethe 213
pages of the book. Section1 sets the stagefor the
work and lists its three main aims as follows:(1) present up-to-dateinformationon all marine bird speciesbreedingin the BarentsSearegion,includingdescriptionsof their breedingdistributionand habitat
preferences,populationsizesand trends,migratory
patternsand feeding ecology,(2) identify the most
important gapsin our knowledgerelatingto this information; and (3) identify current and potential
threatsto the populationsand, on this basis,propose
research,mapping, and monitoring activities that
shouldbe given specialpriority in the near future.
Section2 providesa descriptionof both the physical and biologicaloceanographyof the Norwegian,
Barents,and White seas,emphasizing bathymetry,
currents, sea ice, and distribution

of marine bird

prey speciessuchas foragefish and blue mussels.
Section3 is the largestand is split into accountsof
the 41 speciesdealt with in the book, and authored
by speciesexpertsfamiliar with the BarentsSearegion.The marinebirds coveredare an eclecticmix of
the traditional seabirds(n = 25), geese(n = 3), waders includingphalaropes(n = 5), sea-ducks(n = 7),
and a loon. Eachaccountis organizedaround eight
subheadings:(1) general descriptionof the species,
(2) breeding distributionand habitat preferencesin
the Barents Sea region, (3) movements, (4) population statusand historicaltrends,(5) feedingecology,
(6) threats, (7) special studies, and (8) recommendations.For most species,a tableof populationsizes
and trends for sevensubregionswithin the Barents
Sea Region is provided. The breeding distribution
description is augmentedwith good, albeit small
mapsshowingcolonies(codedby size) and breeding
areas. The description of movements is augmented
with an evensmallerbut still usefulmap of band recoveries;recoveriesare color-codedindicating either
Russiaor Norway as the country of origin. Feeding
habitsare presentedfor somespeciesin table form.
Eachaccountis headedby a very attractivepen-andink portrait of the speciesdrawn by the Russianartist EugenyKoblik.
Section 4 deals with

threats

to marine

birds in the

BarentsSearegion.Discussions
of nine "threat categories" (e.g. fisheries,by-catch,oil pollution) are
summarized

in useful color-coded

matrices

for each

subregion.Eachcell of the matrix refersto a particular speciesand threat, and its importanceis coded
by a numberand correspondingcolor.Code0 (green)
meansnoneor insignificant,code1 (yellow)means
slight, code2 (orange)meansmoderate,and code3
(red) means great. For each threat category, two
codesare provided: one for current and one for potential threat.Generallythe potentialthreat cellsare
"lit-up" orangeand red more often than the current
threat cells,indicatingthat the situationcould get a
lot worse for marine birds in the region. I think that
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the matriceswould have been just as readableif the
cellswere simply color-codedand not stampedwith
the (redundant) numeric code as well.
Section5 brings forth recommendationsto address
threatsto marine birds describedin the previoussection. The recommendations

rather than conservation

cover information

needs

actions and fall under three

headings: mapping, research, and monitoring.
Again, summariesare providedin the form of colorcoded matrices.

The final section

of the book con-

tains over 1,000 references.Many paperscited are
well knownbut the sectionalsocontainsmany other
hard-to-findNorwegianand Russianpapers,theses,
and reports. Most of thosewritten in Norwegian or
Russianprovide English summaries.
Appendices cover specieslists (with Norwegian
and Russian names), conservationstatus of marine
bird speciescoveredin the book, place names,lati-

tude-longitude and maps of the region, and three
short reportson (1) the statusof marine bird monitoring in the Barents Sea region, (2) international
strategies(mainly coveringthe Conservationof Arctic Flora and Fauna initiative), and (3) joint RussianNorwegian seabirdprojectsconductedfrom 19901999.

I am very enthusiasticabout this book on several
levels.It providesthe best,and perhapsonly complete snapshot available of the status of marine
birds in the Barents Sea region, against which, future studies can be compared. As is usual these
days, the snapshotwas taken in an environmentalready altered, in this caseby unbelievablemisuse
as a result of both atmosphericand below-ground
nuclear testing, and dumping or storageof nuclear
waste.More recently,we heard of the huge oil pollution event in the tributaries of the Pechora River,

which empties into the southern BarentsSea. Despite that, the region still teems with vast populations of marine birds and the speciesupon which
they depend for food. In the future, however, oil
and gasproduction in the BarentsSearegion is likely, and increasedboat traffic and inevitableoil pollution will result if shipping commencesin earnest
along the Northern Sea Route. This book will contribute greatly to the assessmentof the environmental effects of those and other developments,
and

in the

conservation

of resident

marine

bird

populations.
For those who

do not have a direct

interest

in the

BarentsSearegion per se, the book is of value as a
model of how to producean authoritative,rigorous,
and meaningful accountof the status of a species
group that is at the same time both attractive and
readable.Unfortunately,to date there are few areas
of the world in which the statusof marine bird speciesis laid out sowell. Perhapsthis bookwill provide
the stimulus for similar accountsto be produced
elsewhere.--JOHNW. CHARDINE,CanadianWildlife
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Pigeons and Doves: A Guide to the Pigeons and
Doves of the World.--David

Gibbs, Eustace Barnes,

and JohnCox. 2001. Yale University Press,New Haven, Connecticut. 615 pp., 76 color plates, 310 text
figures. ISBN 0-300-07886-2.Cloth, $60.00.--After
waiting nearly three decades,a decentbook now existsthat describesand illustratesall living speciesof
Columbidae.The text is by freelanceecologistand
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The book has 585 pagesof text, covering319 speciesin a popular family of birds that has fascinated
people since long before we were literate, but has
only 7.7 pagesof literature citations.Barry Taylor's
recent(1998),similarly formatted,and highly informative book Rails, for example, covers 145 more
poorly studied specieswith 557 pages of text followed by 34.8 pagesof literature citations.This 10fold difference(0.024 citation-pagesper speciesin
Pigeonsand Dovesvs. 0.24 in Rails) undermines the
scholarshipin the formerand thereforelimits its utility to scientists.Related to that is Gibbs et al.'s exceedinglybrief introduction(pp. 13-15).

SelfishlyI notethat,from 1980to 1999,I published

45 journal articles or chaptersin books that dealt
substantiallyor exclusivelywith columbids,especially on islands.Gibbs et al. cite none of them, even
though much of what they mention about extinction
of Polynesiancolumbids(pp. 13, 14, 413, 543) is denaturalist David Gibbs and wildlife artist and birdrived from thosepapers.Ignoringmy papersalsoretour leader EustaceBarnes.The color plates are by suits in inaccurate range maps for PolynesiancolEustace Barnes and John Cox. The plates are very urnbids,whetheryou considerjust the modernrange
nice, although showing each and every speciesin or the combinedmodern and prehistoricrange, the
flight might be overkill, especiallyfor pigeonsand latter beingmostusefulto biogeographers.
ShouldI
dovesnot known to fly anymore(if ever),suchasMifeel bad that Gibbset al. opted not to cite any of my
crogourameeki(plate 44).
papers?If the book were meant to be a superficial
Pigeonsand Dovesis loaded with identification-re- skimming once-over the columbids, the answer
lated information, most of which, as far as I can tell,
would be no. Given the comprehensiveand authoris accurate.Inaccuracies
includerepeatingthebotched itative intent of this work (seep. 16 aswell asthe dust
story of the extinctReunionSolitaire("Raphus"soli- jacket and advertisements),however, they should
tarius,p. 173), which Gibbset al. say was a columbid have given credit where it is due. How, for example,
even though Mourer-Chauvir• et al. (Smithsonian couldtheyhavefailed to citeBaptistaet al. (Handbook
Contributionsto Paleobiology89:1-38) have shown of Birdsof the World,4:60-243), the only other place
that this insular endemic was an ibis (Threskiornis
so- where all living speciesof columbidsare illustrated
litarius),not a pigeon. ResurrectingCaloenas
maculata in color?
(pp. 394, 395, plate 44), a doubtfully valid spec•.es Gibbset al. statetheir indebtednessto Nigel Collar
basedon an eighteenth-century,
juvenilespecimenof for "meticulousand dedicatedediting of the entire
unknownlocalityin theMerseyside
CountyMuseum, text" (p. 12). British conservationistsare aware of,
seemsa stretchfor a book aimed to pleasebirdwatch- and their work benefitsfrom, my and other overers. Gibbs et al. speculatethat C. maculatamight be looked research(publishedin journalssuchas Con"the bird that cried 'titi' on Tahiti" (greatname for a servationBiology),but they are disinclinedto cite it
cheapmovie,huh?).This is unlikely because"titi" is because we are evil museum scientists who occaan onomatopoetic
namethroughoutEastPolynesiafor sionallycollectbirds. A "holier than thou" attitude
procellariids,especiallyshearwaters.
The authorsalso pervadesmany bird books written in Britain these
repeat(althoughunreferenced)
the oldbut untruead- days. (PigeonsandDoveswas produced at Pica Press
agethat Didunculus
is a primitive,relictualgenusper- in Britain;it is soldin the coloniesby YaleUniversity
Press.)
haps relatedto Raphusor to parrots (p. 584).
Picky mistakes, such as misspellingsof island
Pigeons
andDovesis importantfor providingmodnames,canbe foundregularlybut are easyto excuse. ern color plates, range maps, and descriptionsof
Errors of omission are more common than those of
plumages, including subspecies,of columbids
commission.Targeting -30 speciesof Neotropical world-wide.Other aspectsof columbidbiology(sysand Oceanic columbidsthat I know fairly well, I tematics,evolution,biogeography,behavior,foragfound errors of one sort or another in about half of
ing ecology,breeding biology,etc.) are poorly covthe accounts,suchas omitting the WestIndies in the ered. On average,birdwatcherswill like it morethan
range map of Geotrygon
montana(p. 389), or saying ornithologists.This is what we have cometo expect
that Ptilinopusperousiiis "not often found near hu- nowadaysfrom university presses,who realize that
man habitation" (p. 479) when in fact this fig-spe- birdwatchersmake up a larger market than sciencialistlives in villages aslong asfruiting fig treesare tists.--DAWD W. STEADMAN,
FloridaMuseumof Natpresent (Steadman,PacificScience52:14-34).
ural History, Universityof Florida,P.O. Box 117800,

