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sortsof approachesneeded,giving examplesof suc-

For adviceon specificaccounts,I am deeplygrateful to SheilaConant,Todd Engstrom,HiroyoshiHig1,033 of the 1,186 threatenedspecies,conservation uchi, Matthieu Le Corre, and JavierLopez de CasDepartmentof Ecology
targets are specified,mostly entailing direct action enave.--DANIELSIMBERLOFF,
Biology,Universityof Tennessee,
Knoxsuchasprotectingcertainkey sites,preventingsome andEvolutionary
37996, USA. E-mail:dsimberloff@utk.
sortof exploitation,or restoringa habitat.Wherein- ville, Tennessee
formationis insufficientto formulatespecificactions, edu
a focusedresearchagendais proposed.
cessful rescue and rehabilitation.

Given

the

coordinative

effort

Even better, for

and

resources

broughtto bear on this book, it seemsalmostheretic
to criticize it, but there are somepoints of concern.
Becausethe book directly reflectsBirdlife lnternational's World Bird Database and their (GIS) data-

base,changesshouldbe straightforwardif needed.
Of most concernis the accuracyof the speciesaccounts.Becauseof the global coverageand army of
collaborators,I soughtadvice from severalauthorities around the world on a small sample of species
accounts.The result is a mixed bag. For abouta third
of the accounts,there was no substantialcomplaint.

TheAuk 118(4):1113-1114,2001
Birds of the Southwest: Arizona, New Mexico,
Southern California, and Southern Nevada.--John

H. Rappole.2000. TexasA&M University Press,College Station,Texas.xv + 329 pp., 456 colorplates,45
For another third, there were minor inaccuracies.
black-and-white photos, 458 maps. ISBN 0-89096Thoseincludeidentifying featuresof both the threat- 958-2. Paper, $17.95.--This latestbook in the W. L.
ened birds and similar species,quantitative incon- Moody,Jr.,Natural History Series,from TexasA&M
sistencies
betweendifferentpartsof the samereport, Press,is oneof a veryfew intermediate-level,
regionand impreciseor erroneousgeographicaldesigna- al identification/birdfinding guides. In the same
tions. A limitation is that the range maps and range spirit as Rappoleand Blacklock'sBirdsof Texas--A
descriptionsoften fail to distinguishbetweenmajor Field Guide(1994), the author's goal is to help the
populationsof a speciesand occasionalrecordsof a reader"developsomesenseof what a particularbird
few individuals. For the remaining third, there are is about" within the Southwest,to help oneboth find
more substantial inaccuracies, such as incorrect
and better appreciatethe region's457 avian species.
breeding habitat, partially inaccuraterange descrip- The Southwest is defined for this book as southern
tion, questionablelisting of threats,or substantialer- California (north to Monterey Bay,the southernSiror in estimatedpopulationsize.Thoseproblematic erra Nevada, and Death Valley), the southerntip of
accountstended to cluster geographically.This ex- Nevada (including Lake Mead and the Las Vegas
ercisesuggestedto me that a more thoroughreview area),nearly all of Arizona and New Mexico,and the
processis neededfor many species,this in spiteof a northern fringes of Baja California Norte, Sonora,
listing of -800 expertsdescribedashavingprovided Chihuahua,and the Trans-Pecos
regionof Texas.The
individual
feedback and information.
target audienceappearsto be birders who are interTwo changeswould make it easierto accessspe- estedin seeingand learning more aboutsouthwestcific accounts of interest. First, the index lists all comern birds. It is written in a nontechnicalstyle, with
mon names, and all genera,but the specieswithin relatively few referencesand shouldbe easily ungeneraare not listed under eachgenus.Rather,they derstoodby the layperson.
are listed under the specificname. Thus, the Saffron
Short, introductory chapters cover the region's
Siskin is listed as "Siskin, Saffron," and as "s/ehabitatsand explain how to use the guide, but the
miradzkii, Carduelis," but under "Carduelis" one finds
bulk of the book consistsof the colorplates(photoonly the page number where this genus begins, graphs,typically of the adult, or adult male if sexes
which is not where this particular speciesis located. are distinctive),and the speciesaccounts(written in
Thus a reader wanting a quick scanin the index of a standard format) of all of the region'sbirds. Apall listed Carduelis
will not find it and will haveto go pendicesinclude a list of casualand accidentalspepage-by-page.Second,the specieslists in the nation ciesand a southwestern
birding siteguide,with sites
sectionare not indexedto the speciesaccounts.Thus, arranged alphabeticallywithin states.A list of phoone must turn to the index to find the page numbers tographersand photographsand an index (to comof the accounts.
mon and scientificnames, birding sites, and other
In sum, future editionsneed editing, and details items) completethe book.
In this reviewer'sopinion, the book doesachieve
of the statusof any one specieswill requireone to
investigatethe cited sources(not alwaysthe best,but its goalsof increasingthe reader'sunderstandingof
a good start). However, for summary quantitative southwesternbirds, and it will likely help in plandata and an overviewof the entire problem,this vol- ning birding trips, especially a first visit to the reume is indispensable.
gion. The reader will soon realize that most birds
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and their habitats range acrossstate and national
boundaries,and thisbookwill aid greatlyin that realization.Theblack-and-whiterangemapsallowone
to see quickly where and when the speciesoccurs
and how commonit is, whereasthe text offersspecific suggestionsaboutwhere to look for the birds.
One can then find directionsto suggestedsitesin
Appendix2. It is gratifyingto seea variety of locations throughout the regions described,even those
not normallylistedon prime birding itineraries.Areas such as the valleys of the lower Colorado River

& h.--This 5th edition is a major revisionof the 4th
edition (reviewedin Auk, 109:403-404).Along with
the expectednewly describedor taxonomicallyrevised species, the basic classificationhas been
changedfrom previouseditionsto mirror that of the
Handbook
of the Birdsof the Worldseries(Lynx Edicions,Barcelona,1992ff.), sponsoredby BirdLifeInternational.Handbook
of theBirdsof the World'sbase
sequence
is essentiallythatof Morony,Bock,andFarrand (Reference
List of the Birdsof the World,1975,
AmericanMuseumof Natural History). In Handbook
and the Pecos River and the Colorado Plateau (to of theBirdsof the World,Morony, Bock,and Farrand
name a few) are ecologicallysignificantand fragile hasbeen modifiedto reflectwidely acceptednewer
and add greatly to the avian diversity of the region. treatmentsof avian relationshipsand more liberal
Sectionson habits, voice, and similar speciesare specieslimits while still basicallyadheringto the Biuseful, although presumably nearly all readers ologicalSpeciesConcept.Althoughno exactnumber
would also have several standard field guides at is given, Birdsof theWorldis said to list -9,800 spetheir disposal as well. The author does not intend cies.It is designatedas the "official world checklist"
his book to supplant statebirding guides, and the of the AmericanBirding Association.
latter would be useful for phonenumbers,hoursof
Added to this editionof BirdsoftheWorldare suboperation, cost, local birding hotline numbers, di- species(scientific
namesandapproximateranges)of
rections to adjacent birding areas, etc. Such de- polytypic species;a list of extinct species;a gazettailed informationwould be particularlyusefulfor teer;lists of countriessortedby numberof recorded
birders with a specifictarget list and a limited speciesand (separately)by numberof endemicspeamount of time.
cies in each; and an English-nameindex. English
A minor complaintis that the ecologicallyimpor- namesgenerallyfollowAmericanorthographic
contant southeastern

corner of Arizona and southwestventionsand are largely basedon Handbook
of the
erncornerof New Mexicowereleft off themap(even Birdsof the World,when possible,or other widely
though covered in the text). In addition, it is some- usedreferenceswhich mostly are listed in the bibliwhat difficultto browsethe sitelistingsbecausethey ography.The main list hasbeen spreadout considare not grouped regionally within states.A map erably,sothat the volumenow is particularlyattracshowingtheir locationswould havebeen useful.
tive and easyto use.Outrightlapsesseemrelatively
The real strengthof this book lies in its descrip- few but can readily be found, for example,intertion and evocationof the tremendousvariety of changedrangesfor the two subspeciesof Aechmobirds and habitats
in the montane
forests and
phorusclarkii,and locationsmissingfrom the gazetwoodlands, grasslands,deserts, chaparral, rivers, teerfor the statedrangeof Calyptophilusf.
frugivorus.
and coastlines of the southwestern
United States.
Birdsof the Worldweighsover 2 kg and is approxiThis book should encourageexploration of the mately the same size and bulk as Distributionand
Southwest, and may entice nonbirders to do some Taxonomy
of Birdsof theWorldby Sibleyand Monroe
birding. Birders living in or near the Southwestor (YaleUniversityPress,1990).Unlike Sibleyand Monplanning trips there will likely want this book, and roe, however, it containsvirtually no explanatory
it is also recommendedfor public and collegeli- text and seemsprimarily intendedto serveasa stanbraries, especiallythose in the region.--TIMOtHY dardizedtick-listfor globe-trottingbirders.
BRUSH,Department
of Biology,Universityof Texas-Pan Any undertakingof this nature is an effort to comAmerican,1201 WestUniversityDrive, Edinburg,Texas pile and presentdetailed ornithological(primarily
78539,USA.E-mail:tbrush@panam.edu.
avifaunal)informationto a largely nonprofessional
audience.
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Birds of the World: A Checklist

(5th edition).--

JamesE Clements.2000. Ibis Publishing Co., 3420
Freda's Hill Road, Vista, California 92084-7466. xx +

867 pp. ISBN 0-934797-16-1.Cloth, $39.95 + $8.00 s

These are contentious

times in avian tax-

onomyand nomenclature.By selectingthe lavishly
descriptive,intellectuallyrobust, and widely acclaimedHandbook
of theBirdsof the Worldas a flagship,userspotentially are offeredtheir bestcontemporary opportunity to view the world's birdlife in a
simplifiedmanner but through professionaleyes.
Thereare problems,however.One of theforemostresults from the fact that only about a third of the
world's bird species,through the Apodiformesin
Handbook
oftheBirdsoftheWorld'ssequence,
had been
coveredwhen this edition of Birdsof the Worldwas
published.Forthe remainingtwo-thirds,thisedition

