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Team," in Flyways:PioneeringWaterfowl
Man- that wildlife biologistsare amongthe happiest
agementin North America(1984, U.S. Fish and people to be found, especiallyif they have a
Wildlife Service).In closing(p. 129),he fittingly wife who is alsoa biologistand sharestheir adstates,"judging from my own career,I believe ventures in the field."
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LawrenceKilham died at his home in Lyme,
New Hampshire, on 21 September2000. Born
10 August 1910 in Brookline, Massachusetts,
Lawrence grew up in Massachusettsand New
Hampshire. He graduated from Harvard Universitywith a bachelor'sdegreein historyand

that he developeda researchinterestin bird behavior.Fromthat point on,his work with thebehavior of birds and mammals, an avocation, be-

came a passion that led to more than 90

biology from Harvard in 1935, and an M.D.

publications
in the ornithological
andbehavioral literature.I suspectthat for him, the joy of
birdsrelievedthepressures
of teachingandlaboratory work. For his ornithologicalcontribu-

from Harvard

tions, he was made an Elective Member of the

literaturein 1932,earneda rnaster'sdegreein
Medical

School in 1940. While

serving as an intern in Cleveland,Ohio, he met

hiswife,Jane,a fellowintern.Bothwentto England early in World War II, and Lawrence
servedin field hospitalsunder GeneralGeorge
Patton. After leaving the Army in 1945,
Lawrencereturned to graduate schooldoing
virology researchand teachingepidemiology.
From 1949 to 1960, he worked as a research vi-

rologist. He joined the faculty at Dartmouth
Medical School in 1961, where he remained until he retired

in 1978.

LawrenceKilham was widely recognizedfor
his research with viruses and infectious

diseas-

AOU in 1962, and a Fellow in 1974. Truly
Lawrence Kilham successfullylived two outstandingcareersin science!
In addition to his journal articles, he published four booksrelating to his studiesof nature: NeverEnoughof Nature(1977, Droll YankeesInc., Foster,RhodeIsland); On Watching
Birds(1979, ChelseaGreen PublishingCompany, Chelsea, Vermont), reissued as A Naturalistk Field Guide (1981, Stackpole Books,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania);Life History Stud-

ies of Woodpeckers
of EasternNorth America
(1983, Publicationsof the Nuttall Ornitholog-

es,publishingnearly 150 articlesand discover- ical Club, no. 20); and The American Crow and
ing a new group of viruseswith single-stranded the Common Raven (1989, Texas A & M UniDNA. At first his interest in birds was recreaversity Press, College Station, Texas). For On
tional, stemmingfrom a lifelong questfor soli- WatchingBirdshe was awarded the JohnBurtude and nature that led him to identify with roughsMedal for outstandingnature writing
Henry David Thoreauand to seekwild places. in 1988.
After his marriage, his wife Jane shared his
Although he studied a great diversity of
quests and often illustrated his articles and birds, Lawrence Kilham is best known for his
books;to better learn from nature,they went work with woodpeckers.Indeed, it is difficult
theirownwaysin the field,comingbacktogeth- to find a majorstudyon thebehavioralecology
er everyfew hoursto sharetheir observations. of woodpeckersthat was not influencedby KilBy the early 1950s, Lawrencewas serious ham's work. Much ornithologicalresearchtoaboutbirds,joining both the AOU and the Wil- day is problem oriented;someremain species
sonOrnithologicalSocietyin 1952.It waswhile oriented; his work was often individual orientdoing viral researchin Uganda in 1954-1955, ed! His researchwas not couchedin systematic

1032

In Memoriam

[Auk, Vol. 118

LAWRENCE K•LHA M, 1910--2000

(LawrenceKilham preparingto feedan injured Great HornedOwl in the late 1960s.
Photographcourtesyof his son,BenjaminKilham.)
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samplingwith large samplesizes,sophisticated statisticalanalyses,and resultsdiscussedin
terms of probabilitiesand acceptedor rejected
hypotheses.His was long, careful observation
of the behavioralecologyof individualsunfettered by bird bandsand the potentialnegative
reaction to the observer who had captured
them. His was the insight that can only come
from living with a bird day after day--both literally, suchashis successful
breedingof woodpeckersin captivity, and figuratively in terms
of his patient, silent rendezvous with wild
birds in their natural

habitats

on their terms.
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Kilham took that first step that has allowed so
many othersto climb higher.Althoughhe formally mentoredno graduatestudentsin ornithology,I consideredhim a defactomentorand
recommendhis philosophy,as describedin On
WatchingBirds,to those who wish to understandnature.Goethebelievedthat a goodbook
can only be understoodby onewho has something personal to contribute;in essence,Kilham viewed

nature as a book to be read and felt

that those who personally experiencenature
can best

understand

it.

Observe

first.

Then

build on thoseobservations;with personalexperience,books and journal articles become
more meaningful.

To be sure,hypothesistesting,experimentation, modernstatisticalanalyses,and computer
modelingcontributemuch to our understanding of bird biology.But in our rush to "do" science,we all too oftenlosesightof the first step

a son,Peter.He is survivedby three sons,Benjamin, Michael, and Joshua,and a daughter,

of the scientific

Phoebe.

method:

to observe. Lawrence

Lawrence Kilham outlived his wife, Jane,and
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Phillips B. Street died at PoconoLake, Pre- Wilson Ornithological Society (WOS). Phil
serve,Pennsylvania,on 5 August 2000; he was servedtheWOSasSecretaryfrom 1952to 1955,
born in Beverly, New Jersey,on 28 October Vice President, then as President from 1962 to
1914. His father, J. Fletcher Street, an architect 1964. Throughout his involvement with the
by professionand ornithologistby avocation, WOS,but especiallyfollowing his term asPresencouraged his interest; Phil became en- ident, Phil guided the EndowmentCommittee

thralled with birds at an early age.He earned
a bachelor'sdegree in Ornithology under Arthur Allen from Cornell University in 1935.
Lackingthe funds to go on to graduateschool,
Phil went

to work

in the investment

business

in theirinvestments.
Herarelymissed
a Council Meeting and the WilsonCouncilwasalways
eagerfor hisinsightand guidance.Phil'sefforts
as an InvestingTrusteecontributedgreatly to
the growth in the Wilson endowmentfrom un-

and made that his career.He joined the U.S. der $40,000 in 1964 to more than $1,000,000 in
Navy in 1941,servedin the SouthPacificduring 2000.
World War II, and retired from the Navy as a
Phil joined the AOU in 1946and becamean
Commander
in 1945.
On leaving military service,Phil worked in
investmentbanking, retiring in 1979 as Vice
Presidentof First BostonCorporation.He later
becamean investmentconsultant.Significantly, Phil put his investmentexpertiseto work for
ornithology.He had becomeacquaintedwith
George Sutton while both were at Cornell, and
SuttonencouragedPhil's involvementwith the

Elective

Member

in 1952.

He also shared

his

investment expertise with the AOU and with
the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology as an
investment
served

trustee.

on the Board

From

1961 to 1967, he

of Directors

of the Na-

tional Audubon Society.At the local level, Phil
served the Delaware Valley Ornithological
Club (DVOC) as Secretary (1949-1951), Vice

