samfr astern owhee and less for Nort
Cardinal and White-eyed Vireo.

Visual/aural counts were also taken in the area of
the nets in 2004 and 2005. Total number of species
and individuals for 2004 were: 24 Jul, 6 and 12; 29
Aug, 10 and 15; 19 Sep 15 and 29; 16 Oct, 11 and
29: and for 2005: 22 Jul, 8 and 19; 27 Aug, 6 and
23; 24 Sep, 12 and 27; and 22 Oct, 11 and 24.

While not definitive, these data suggest that the
birds survived the three hurricanes of 2004 without
severe loss. The wren, titmouse, towhee, and vireo
are primarily insect eaters. The cardinal consumes
insects, as well as fruit and seeds. Studies have
shown that insectivores survive hurricanes better
than frugivores and nectivores (Askins and Ewert
1991, Waide 1991, Wunderlele, Jr. 1998). Waur
and Wunderle, Jr. (1892) suggest that hurricanes’
greatest effect occur after passage because of
destroyed food source rather than during impact.

LITERATURE CITED

Askins, R.A. and D.N. Ewert. 1991. Impact of
Hurricane Hugo on bird populations on St.
Johns, U.S. Virgin Islands. Biotropica
23(4a): 481-487.

Waide, R.B. 1991, Summary of the response of
animal populations to hurricanes in the
Caribbean. Biotropica 23 (4a):508-512.

Waur, R.H. and J.M. Wunderle, Jr. 1992, The
effect of Hurricane Hugo on bird populations
of St.Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands. Wilson
Bufl. 104:656-573.

Wunderlele, Jr., J.M. 1998. Responses of a bird
population in a Puerto Rican forest to
Hurricane Hugo: The first eighteen months.
Condor 97:879-896.

Richard Poole and Christine Brown

150 Essex Drive
Longwood, FL 32779

Jan. - Mar. 2006

hern
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Finding Distance and Direction

| am in the process of setting up a database to
record and evaluate the many banded bird .
recoveries and foreign retraps for which | have -
received notification over the years and am using -
the commercial database FileMaker Pro® which 1 .
like very much. "

For the database | wanted to be able to calculate
easily the distance and direction from point of -
banding to the point of recovery/foreign retrap. | .
asked the Bird Banding Laboratory for a way to
make such determinations and Danny Bystrak very -
kindly gave me just what | was looking for. It is
simple to use as follows: go to the Internet at: hitp:
/fhomepages.nildram.co.uk/~vwlowen/java/
circle.htm Enter the coordinates of the latitude
and longitude which the Banding Lab provides
banders with banded bird recoveries. Also, for
locations in North America, select north latitude
and west longitude and click on the calculate
button. It will give you instantly the great circle
distance in statute miles, nautical miles and
kilometers as well as the direction in degrees.
Really neat.

To avoid having to go online every time you wantto .
do this, you can put a shortcut for the calculator on . -

your computer's desktop (monitor). With Internet

Explorer in Windows 98, go to the web site given
above, click on “File” in the upper left corner of the
screen and select “Save As.” In the drop down
window “Save Web Page” select “Save it to

Desktop.” There should then be a shortcut on the -

desktop which you can double (left) click on to bring
up the calculator. To do this with Windows XP (at
least with the Internet browser Mozilla Firefox that
| am using currently) the procedure is similar. After
clicking on “File,” select “Save Page As” and in the
Desk Top window enter the file name such as
“Great Circle Distance.” Then click on “Save.” The
calculations are made using a program written in
Java Script on the web page.

I have been given permission to publish
this by the owner of the web page, John Owens, in
the United Kingdom.

Robert G. McKinney
198 Parkview Drive
Rochester, NY 14625
Rmckinne @ netacc.net
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