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Our fall was a typical, slow one that we have come
to expect. The 1,174 birds captured is better than
the last two years, but still well below our historic
average of 1,655 * 554 birds/season. Likewise, the
62 species was lower than our historic average of
71.4 + 8.9 species. Weather was not a major factor
this year, as we did not lose any whole days of
banding, but lost parts of several days due to rain.
We did have the highest number of b/100nh since
2006 (33.1), but this was also lower than our
historic average 38.7 £ 9.1. The earlier fall shut-
down of the Shoals Marine Lab has made this
season typical of our new normal for fall migration.

Because of our shorter seasons, most species have
highly variable numbers of captures across years.
Thus, most species are well within their normal
ranges. Most of the species that were captured in
higher-than-average numbers were species that
breed on the island. These included 12 Eastern
Kingbirds (average: 4.5 £ 2.8), 16 Carolina Wrens
(average: 5.3 + 3.0), Northern Cardinal (average:
3.5+ 1.9), and six Common Grackles (average: 2.0
+2.0). The only migrant species that we captured in
higher-than-average numbers was Traill’s Flycatcher
(2013: 63, average: 32.5 + 14.6). No birds were
captured in below-average numbers, but our one
Yellow-rumped Warbler, one White-throated
Sparrow, one Golden-crowned Kinglet, and no
Ruby-crowned Kinglets reflect our early closure.
Our most exciting captures were a Hooded
Warbler, a Kentucky Warbler, a Least Sandpiper,
and a Spotted Sandpiper. The latter two were firsts
for our station. Birds are not the only migrants we
saw/captured. We also captured (and released) two

red bats (Lasiurus borealis), three silver-haired
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bats (Lasionycteris noctivagens), and numerous
green darner dragonflies (Anax junius).

We had a number of groups visit the station,
including students from the Shoals Marine Lab
classes, Girl Scouts, groups from the Star Island
conference center, Woods Hole, local schools, and
other visitors to Appledore Island.

We continue to be supported by a group of fantastic
volunteers who generously give of their time and
financial support. We are also fortunate to have
substantial financial support from the Shoals
Marine Lab, Canisius College, and an anonymous
donor.
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During the fall seasons from 1966 — 2013 we have
banded 163,481 landbirds. We are in our 48" year
of data collection and education programs at
Manomet. This fall, we again ran 50 mist nets on the
same dates and in the same locations as the previous
years, giving us an unparalleled comparison of
range expansions and contractions, yearly variation
of migration, survival and long-term population
change. Recent Manomet data have documented an
carlier arrival of spring migrants which correlates
with global warming; some fall migrants pass
through earlier, some (mostly single-brooded short-
distance migrants) later.

Formal education programs for 517 visitors at
Manomet were based on migration banding, local
ecology and conservation biology. Visiting groups
included members, scouts, schools, universities
and adults from the local community. Informal
presentations included those given to members,
visiting scientists, visiting birders, and people who
just walked in!

A Golden-winged Warbler (hatching-year male) on
9 Oct was our third consecutive fall banding record
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