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Our sixth spring season for the Wing Island 
Banding Station located on the grounds of the 
Cape Cod Museum of Natural History in 
Brewster, MA, began on 6 Apr. This was the 
worst spring season for us since beginning ?Ur 
banding operations due to the cold, ratny 
weather that lasted through May. Migrants were 
difficult to come by anywhere on Cape Cod this 
year. White-throated Sparrows were the only 
migrant passing through which we cap~ured ; 
others were birds that spent the summer With us. 
The season ended on 16 Jun with 17 days of 
operation, due to inclement weather and our 
ability to band primarily on weekends. A total of 
244 birds of 26 species were banded. Net hours 
totaled 946 for a capture rate of 26 b/1 OOnh. We 
used a range of 1 to 22 nets. Our largest daily 
catch was on 18 May with 82 birds of nine 
species netted, but 30 Apr brought the greatest 
diversity: 13 species. 
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63 Gray Catbird 

52 Amer. Goldfinch 

31 81-cap Chickadee 

17 Com. Yellowthr. 

13 Song Sparrow 

9 Myrtle Warbler 

7 Yellow Warbler 

7 Br-hd Cowbird 

6 Cedar Waxwing 

6 No. Cardinal 
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Typically, we have had twice the number of 
species in past years. The only warbler species 
we banded this spring were Common 
Yellowthroat, Northern Parula, Pine, Prairie, and 
Yellow warbler-all summer residents. We also 
banded Myrtle Warblers, but many spend the 
winter here. No new species were added to our 
list this spring. 

We had many notable returns, including one 
Gray Catbird at least six years old, a Common 
Yellowthroat at least six years old which we have 

captured every year since 2001, a Prairie 
Warbler at least four years old, and many old 
resident birds. Also of note was a Pine Warbler 
we banded last year with a broken upper 
mandible that had grown back when we captured 
him this year! 

We participated in a BioBiitz orchestrated by the 
museum on 2 May, and many people observed 
the banding activities. I thank bander Gretchen 
Putonen and assistant Carolyn Kennedy for all 
their time and effort this spring . I also thank our 
other banding assistants: Peter Brown, Judith 
Bruce, Judy Keller, Kate Yard, Antonia 
Stephens, Noelani Karlson, and Gwen Shipley 
for their help with our operation. Judy Olsen 
deserves many thanks for keeping us supplied in 
bird bags and Susan Putonen for all those tasty 
treats she made! 
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Spring 2006 banding was started on 9 Apr and 
continued to 14 Jun for a total of 33 days. It 
resulted in about a 75% increase over the 
number of birds banded in spring 2005. The 
number of different species encountered 
changed from 46 in 2005 to 52 in 2006. Actually, 
346 birds were processed and about 1/3 (103) 
were repeats, which is typical of this station. 

28 Chipping Sparrow 
24 Slate-colored Junco 
21 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
21 White-throated Sparrow 
14 Gray Catbird 
13 American Goldfinch 

In a normal spring, only one or two Ruby­
crowned Kinglets would be encountered, so 21 
this spring was unusual. 

Four Chipping Sparrows recaptured had been 
banded in spring of 2005. Two Downy Wood­
peckers were recaptured, having been banded 
in 2001 and 2004. One Gray Catbird had been 
banded in spring 2003 and two others were 
banded in 2005. One Red-winged Blackbird and 
one Eastern Towhee were returns from 2005. 
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