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Vaurie described the immature plumage of S. moesta as differing from that
of the adult: ‘‘by being uniformly dark brown, or dark sooty brown above,
without a rufous crown, and more grayish or umbraceous below, with the tips
and margins of the feathers faintly darker, producing a vague mottled
appearance’’. He noted that the juvenile plumage of S. cabanisi is similar to
that of S. moesta. He did not examine juveniles of S. macconnelli, but
presumed that they would be similar to juveniles of S. moesta and S. cabanisi,
‘‘as all three species are certainly closely related”’.

Material of S. macconnelli obscurior Todd, collected in Suriname, includes
a juvenile which has the rectrices still growing out, and therefore is only just
past the fledging stage. Photographs and notes on a juvenile specimen of the
nominate race, S. m. macconnelli, in the Phelps collection, were also made
available to me. They show that, contrary to Vaurie’s expectation, the juvenile
plumage is entirely different from that of S. moesta and S. cabanisi. This
difference in juvenile plumage lends strong support to Vaurie’s treatment of S.
macconnelli as a separate species, and even suggests that the relationship with
the other two species is less close than Vaurie and Vuilleumier surmised.

Description of the juvenile plumage of S. macconnelli obscurior (Q , 25.VIII.
1972, Brownsberg, Suriname, ca. 460 m, RMNH no. 72744). Upper parts
similar to those of the adult, but a trifle lighter and browner; hence the rufous
of the head (forehead, crown and nape), wings and tail is fully developed (but
of a slightly brighter rufous, less chestnut than in the adult). Feathers of the
chin and throat grey, with broad greyish white margins, which give the effect
of faint grey and white barring, quite different from the chin and throat of the
adult birds, in which these feathers are dull black with grey margins, giving the
effect of a semi-concealed, poorly-defined, black throat patch. Lores and
cheeks lighter and slightly browner than in the adult, and lower under parts,
from the upper breast downwards, distinctly browner, less grey. Because of the
brownish tinge, the bird resembles adults of the nominate subspecies, which are
only a trifle browner on these parts. Iris dark grey (in the adult orange-brown).

Description of the juvenile plumage of S. m. macconnelli (o, 18.X11.1970,

Cerro Neblina, Brazil, 1500 m, Coll. Phelps no. 70461). This specimen differs
from an adult S. m. macconnelli exactly as S. m. obscurior, described above,
differs from the adult of its subspecies. Iris ‘‘castanho’’.
Note: The specimen from ““Frontera 2’°, listed as @ juv. by Phelps (1972: 28;
Coll. Phelps no. 71379), for the loan of which I asked originally, is actually
adult (Aveledo, in litt.), but, fortunately, the above-mentioned juvenile, not
previously published, was available.

Description of the juvenile plumage of S. moesta obscura Chapman (<,
30.111.1967, Mocoa, Putumayo, Colombia, $80 m, FM no. 282050, rectrices
growing out; @, 23.V.1967, same locality, FM no. 282049). Head without
rufous: forehead, crown and nape concolorous with the back. Rufous chestnut
confined to the wings (wing-coverts and edges of the remiges) and tail. Feathers
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MATERIAL AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Specimens examined and described are from the following collections:
American Museum of Natural History, New York (AMNH); British Museum
(Natural History), Tring (BM); Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago
(FM); Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie, Leiden (RMNH), and the Phelps
collection, Caracas.

A direct loan from the Phelps collection was not possible, but a juvenile
(described) and an adult specimen of S. m. macconnelli were carried by hand
to New York by Dr. R. Aveledo, and were there photographed and compared
with specimens of S. cabanisi and S. moesta by Mrs. M.K. LeCroy. Much as
I regret having been unable to make the comparisons personally, delegating the
work meant that I was able to benefit from the valuable notes provided by Mrs.
LeCroy. Furthermore, Dr. Aveledo sent me a copy of all entries of S.
macconnelli in the register of specimens of the Phelps collection: this has helped
me to make the map of its distribution more complete. For the loan from the
British Museum, I am indebted to Mr. I.C.J. Galbraith, for the loan from the
Field Museum to Dr. J.W. Fitzpatrick.
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