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Eight new host species for the parasitic blow fly genus Profocalliphora (Diptera:
Calliphoridae).—Larvae of Protocalliphora blow flies (Diptera: Calliphoridae) are obligate
hematophagous parasites that reside in nests of birds with nidicolous young where they
intermittently attach to the nestlings to feed. Only one species of Proftocalliphora, P. braueri,
is known to be an obligate subcutaneous parasite (Sabrosky et al. 1989). Protocalliphora
blow flies appear to have little host specificity (Bennett and Whitworth 1992), and, with the
exception of birds whose nest structure is not conducive to blowfly retention and develop-
ment (e.g., loosely arranged stick nests, very wet nests), eventually all nidicolous bird spe-
cies within the range of these blow flies are likely to be recorded as hosts (Sabrosky et al.
1989).

During a three-year study of interactions between Protocalliphora blow flies and Neo-
tropical migratory bird species, bird nests were collected from study plots in Arkansas in
the Ozark National Forest, in 1991, 1992, and 1993, and from the Ouachita National Forest
in 1993, In Idaho, nests were collected during 1992 and 1993 from Targhee National Forest.
Nests were located and monitored following the protocols detailed in Martin and Geupel
(1993). When the nests were no longer active (i.e. after fledging, death, or depredation),
they were collected in plastic bags, taken to the laboratory, and searched for Protocalliphora
larvae and pupae. Larvae were collected from nestlings and fledglings whenever noted. The
larvae and pupae were reared to maturity and identified using the taxonomic key provided
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in Sabrosky et. al. (1989). Voucher specimens were deposited in the Univ. of Arkansas
Museum of Entomology.

I recorded eight new host species for this parasitic genus of blow flies. In Arkansas, P.
deceptor larvae were collected from Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax virescens), Hooded
Warbler (Wilsonia citrina), and Bachman’s Sparrow (Aimophila aestivalis) nests. Larvae of
P. braueri were collected from the nests of Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotilta varia) and
Kentucky Warbler (Oporornis formosus). Subcutaneous larvae of P. braueri were collected
from Kentucky Warbler nestlings and from a single Yellow-throated Vireo (Vireo flavifrons)
fledgling. In Idaho, an unknown species of Profocalliphora larvae was collected from Veery
(Catharus fuscescens) nests and P. metallica and an unknown Protocalliphora species from
MacGillivray’s Warbler (Oporornis tolmiei) nests. Unknown species could not be identified
due to damage incurred during transport. These appear to be the first records of Profocal-
liphora parasitism in these bird species.
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Observations of shorebird predation by snapping turtles in eastern Lake Ontario.—
Accounts of snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentina) predation on birds other than waterfowl
are rare. These include Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla) (Alexander 1921), Semipalmated
Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) and Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) (Street 1989), and the
possible predation of a Forster’s Tern (Sterna forsteri) chick (Fraser 1994),

The present observations were made at a freshwater dune ecosystem at the Nature Con-
servancy’s El Dorado Beach Preserve in Jefferson County, New York. Thick, partially-
submerged algal mats accumulate there annually in the shallow embayments of Lake On-
tario. Large quantities of a green, filamentous algae (Cladophora glomerata) break off from
underwater rocky substrates when the lake temperature exceeds 25°C, as in late summer
(Vetterle 1976). The resulting offshore algal mats entrap invertebrates, including freshwater
crustaceans, gastropods, and insects and some vertebrates such as small fish. This concen-



