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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SIXTY-NINTH
ANNUAL MEETING

JoHN L. ZIMMERMAN, SECRETARY

The Sixty-ninth Annual Meeting of the Wilson Ornithological Society was held Wednes-
day, 8 June to Sunday, 12 June 1988 at Rosemont College, Rosemont, Pennsylvania and
celebrated the centennial year of the Society. The local committee chaired by Dr. Frank Gill
was composed of Dawn F. Coughlan, John Guarnaccia, Steven Holt, Robert Ridgely, Mark
B. Robbins, Frederick Sheldon, and Douglas Wechsler. The meeting was jointly sponsored
by The Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Associ-
ation, Cape May Bird Observatory, Delaware Valley Ornithological Club, the Biology De-
partment of The University of Pennsylvania, and Rosemont College.

The Council met from 13:00 to 18:00 on Wednesday, while registration for the 229 guests
and members began that afternoon in Heffernan Hall. A bountiful reception for all partic-
ipants was held in the evening at Alumnae Hall. Of the 17 living past-presidents, 12 were
in attendance at this centennial meeting: Clait E. Braun, John T. Emlen, Jr., Abbot S. Gaunt,
George A. Hall, Pershing B. Hofslund, Jerome A. Jackson, Douglas A. James, Harold F.
Mayfield, Kenneth C. Parkes, Roger T. Peterson, O. S. Pettingill Jr., and Phillips B. Street.
The opening session on Thursday was held in McShain Auditorium of the Science Building
where the Society was welcomed for all the hosting organizations by Dr. Frank B. Gill. Dr.
Mary H. Clench responded for the Wilson Society. The scientific program included paper
presentations on Thursday and Saturday in McShain Auditorium and Lawrence Hall Au-
ditorium and a poster session in Alumnae Hall.

Of special note was the Thursday evening bird quiz, featuring slides from the VIREO
collection. It was composed of three parts: a North American set of which Steve Sibley
identified the most correctly, a world-wide set for which Guy Tudor won first prize, and an
especially difficult set that pitted a panel of “old heads” against some younger folks. The
final scores for this last competition were inversely proportional to the mean age of the
respective panels.

A special Centennial Day celebration was held at The Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia, where the Society was welcomed by Keith Thompson, President of the Acad-
emy. The highlight of the program was a symposium on the Paridae developed by Dr. Frank
B. Gill and Dr. Millicent S. Ficken. This was followed by workshops on communication
and social organization among the parids and presentations by George A. Hall on Alexander
Wilson, and overview of the Society’s history by Jerry Jackson, and a panel discussion on
the Wilson Society in the year 2000 by Mary Clench, Phillips Street, Elliot Tramer, Stan
Senner, and Danny Ingold. There was also the opportunity to take a trolley tour of historic
Philadelphia, which included a visit to Old Swede’s Church, the site of Alexander Wilson’s
grave. This extraordinary day ended with a gala buffet reception served in the galleries of
the Academy.

This was also the year of the George Miksch Sutton bird art competition, arranged by
Kenneth C. Parkes. The entries were displayed in the gallery of Lawrence Hall. Those
attending on centennial day could also see the work of Guy Tudor from the “Birds of South
America,” Don Eckelberry from “Birds of the West Indies,” and John Gwynne from the
“Birds of Panama” on display at the Academy.

Early morning field trips on Thursday explored Ridley Creek State Park and on Saturday
visited Mill Grove, the home of John James Audubon near Valley Forge. There were well-
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planned spouse-guest tours, including a trip to Winterthur in Delaware and another to
Lancaster County. On Sunday, all-day field trips were conducted to the Hawk Mountain
sanctuary and southern New Jersey, including Cape May.

The annual banquet was held in the cafeteria of Cardinal Hall on Saturday evening.
President Clench read greetings from the Hon. Ronald Reagan, President of the United
States, offered in recognition of the centennial of the Society. The following awards were
presented:

EDWARDS PRIZE (for the best major article in volume 99 of The Wilson Bulletin):

Peter W. Hicklin, “The migration of shorebirds in the Bay of Fundy,” Wilson Bull, 99:
540-570.

LOUIS AGASSIZ FUERTES AWARD

Daniel R. Petit, “Foraging ecology and habitat selection of migratory neotropical birds
during winter in Belize, Central America.”

PAUL A. STEWART AWARDS

James R. Belthoff, “Does behavioral dominance drive dispersal in birds? A test of the
hypothesis.”

William L. Benner, “Range expansion and rapid evolution in the House Finch.”

Toni L. DeSanto, “Physiological and ecological factors influencing prey selection in the
White Ibis.”

Andrea Dinep, “Post-nestling ecology of White Ibis chicks: the adaptive value of creeping
behavior.”

Lawrence D. Igl, “Dickcissel site tenacity and mate fidelity in response to habitat alter-
ation.”

Mark Korodan, “Effect of forest and oldfield fragmentation on neotropical migrants in
northwest Arkansas.”

Elmer J. Stewart, “Information center hypothesis in the European Starling: importance
of roost formation to food finding.”

Lori A. Willimont, “Sexual dimorphism and foraging ecology of the West Indian Red-
bellied Woodpecker, an island species, and the Red-bellied Woodpecker, a continental
species.”

Maria E. Zaccagnini, “Patch use of wintering Canada Geese in urban environment.”

MARGARET MORSE NICE AWARD

Jeff H. Hardt, “DuPage County bluebirds: behavior, breeding, and population dynamics.”
GEORGE MIKSCH SUTTON AWARD

Tracy Pedersen
ALEXANDER WILSON PRIZE (for best student paper)

Gonzalo Castro, Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia and the University of Penn-
sylvania, “Assimilation efficiency of Sanderlings (Calidris alba) feeding on horse-shoe
crab eggs (Limulus polyphemus).”
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Selection committees for these awards: Edwards Prize—Keith L. Bildstein, Kathy G. Beal,
and Albert Conway; Fuertes, Stewart, and Nice Awards—C. Dwight Cooley, Jon C. Barlow,
and T. David Pitts; Sutton Prize—Bob Peck, Charles Blem, and J. William Hardy; Wilson
Prize—Jon Barlow, Herb Kale, and Peter Hicklin.

Members and guests then enjoyed an illustrated lecture on the “History of Bird Illus-
tration,” presented by Robert M. Peck, Fellow, Acadamy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.

FIRST BUSINESS MEETING

The first business meeting was called to order by President Clench at 09:30, Thursday, 9
June in McShain Auditorium of the Science Building. Secretary Zimmerman summarized
the highlights of Wednesday’s Council meeting. Of special note is a dues increase that will
become effective in 1989: $21 regular membership, $15 student membership, $25 family
membership, $30 sustaining membership, and $500 life membership. Subscription rates are
also to be increased to $40 domestic, $45 foreign. The Council also voted to discontinue
the student membership awards, but eliminated the 4-year limit on student membership.
As long as a student can validate his (her) status, student rates will apply. The current
membership of the Society is 2286, a decrease of 2% from last year. The membership was
also informed that Editor Blem had been reelected for another year.

The following amendment to Section S of the Constitution was approved for submission
to the membership at the next annual meeting:

Section 5. The officers of the Society, all past presidents of the Society, and six additional
members who shall be elected by ballot of the Society, shall constitute an Executive
Council. The term of office for the six elected members of the Executive Council shall be
three years, without re-election, with terms staggered so that the terms of two such mem-
bers expire each year. The Executive Council shall also constitute the Board of Directors
of the Corporation. The business of the Society not otherwise provided for shall be in the
hands of the Executive Council, which shall pass upon any urgent matters that cannot be
deferred until the next annual meeting. Seven members of the Council shall constitute a
quorum.

This change increases the elected members of the Council to 6 and increases the quorum
to 7.

Lastly Zimmerman asked those in attendance to stand to honor those members who had
died since we last met together—Robert S. Arbib, Jr. (Mamaroneck, NY), Mrs. Herbert
(Betty) Carnes (Scottsdale, AZ), William W. Cole, Jr. (Cammilus, NY), Mrs. Esther Coggwell
Conboy (Urbana, OH), Joseph M. Heiser, Jr. (Houston, TX), Morgan V. Jones I1I (Fogels-
ville, PA), James R. Koplin (Arcata, CA), Carl S. Marvel (Tucson, AZ), Orville O. Rice
(Topeka, KS), Ralph W. Schreiber (Los Angeles, CA), Floyd P. Wolfarth (Blairstown, NJ),
and Charlie W. Wooten (Elgin, SC).

Gary Ritchison, representing the Nominating Committee (Curtis S. Adkisson, chair, Gary
Richison, and James D. Rising), presented the following slate for consideration by the
membership: President—Mary Clench, First Vice-president— Jon Barlow, Second Vice-pres-
ident—Richard Banks, Secretary—John Zimmerman, Treasurer—Robert Burns, Elected
Council Member for 1989-1991 —Keith Bildstein.

Robert D. Burns gave the treasurer’s report.
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER
1 JANUARY 1987 TO 31 DECEMBER 1987

GENERAL FUNDS

RECEIPTS
Dues collected in 1987
Regular and Sustaining Memberships for 1987 ........ $ 10,662.00
Regular and Sustaining Memberships for 1988 ........ 15,195.00
Student Memberships for 1987 ...................... 1,272.00
Student Memberships for 1988 . ..................... 968.00
Family Memberships for 1987 ...................... 160.00
Family Memberships for 1988 ...................... 340.00
TOTALDUES . . .ottt ittt ettt e e e e e e e e e
Subscriptions to The Wilson Bulletin
For 1987 ... $ 5,998.00
For 1988 ... . 3,643.50
TOTAL SUBSCRIPTIONS . . .o\ttt ettt e et et e et e
Back issues of The Wilson Bulletin . ...............................
Interestand Dividends .............. ... ... ... ... ... ... ...l
Royalties . ... .. ... ..
Contributions from Authors ..............................cou....
Contributions to The Van Tyne Library ...........................
Contributions to the Student Membership Endowment ..............

Contributions to General Endowment (Life Members and Patrons) ...
Contributions to the Edwards Prize ...............................

DISBURSEMENTS
The Wilson Bulletin

December 1986 . ....... ... ... ... $ 13,944.94
March 1987 ... .. 12,895.77
June 1987 ... . 13,149.83
September 1987 ... ... ... ... 16,740.49
Editorial EXpenses .....................cciiiiiiii. 4,968.81
Colorplates ........ ... .. . i 2,254.14

TOTAL PRODUCTION COSTS . .« oo o e et ee oo e it et e e
OSNA Expenses (Newsletter portion, $2,855.84) .....................
Student Awards .. ... .. ... ..
Treasurer’s EXpenses .............. ...t
Mailings, Student Membership Award Notices .......................
ICBP Dues ...
Subscriptions and OSNA Refunds ..................................
Printing and Mailing of Back Issues of the Bulletin ...................
Incorporation Fee ......... ... .. .. .
Deposit to endowment ......... ... .. ... ..

$ 28,597.00

$ 9,641.50
$ 488.50
$ 19,831.32
$ 3,310.25
$ 16,830.00
$ 17.00
$ 566.00
§ 4,562.50
$ 700.00
3 238.41
$ 164.00
$ 8,791.00

§  649.33

$ 94,386.48

$ 63,953.98
$ 10,200.00

$ 2,600.00
$ 297.03
$ 27.72
$ 0.00
$ 197.50
$ 0.00
3 5.00

$ 9,639.91
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Bank Charges ... ...ttt e $ 32.72
Centennial meeting eXPEeNSeS . ............unnrrrrrrrrenennnnnen.. $ 1,660.64
Letterhead stationary ............ ..., 3 52.88
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS— 1 January 1987 to 31 December 1987 ........... $ 88,667.38
BALANCE . .0\ttt it ettt e et e e e e et $ 5,719.10
ENDOWMENT FUNDS
George M. Sutton Color Plate .......... . ... ... ... ... ... .. ....... ... $ 51,345.86
Alexander Wilson Prize .......... ...t 2,182.41
Fuertes/Nice Awards . ......... ... 10,080.00
Stewart AWards .. ... ... 21,316.00
Emest P. Edwards Prize ................ .. ... 0. 2,350.32
General Endowment ........... .. ... . . . .. 151,805.95

The Editor’s report was presented by Charles R. Blem.
EDITOR’S REPORT— 1987

In 1987, 175 manuscripts (64 major papers, 111 short communications) were submitted
to The Wilson Bulletin offices. This is a 6% decrease over the number of manuscripts
submitted in 1986. Of these, 52% have been accepted, 43% have been rejected, 5% have
been returned to authors for revision, and none remain under review. This amounts 1o an
acceptance rate of approximately 58% for manuscripts submitted as major papers and 55%
for manuscripts submitted as short communications. These figures are not precise because
some papers submitted as major papers were accepted only after being shortened to short
communication length. Manuscripts accepted for publication are usually published within
3-8 months of acceptance. Frontispiece articles may require a bit longer because there is
only one such paper per issue. Major papers received by the current editor in 1987 were
returned to the author within 77 + 44 days of receipt. Short communications received in
1987 were returned within 60 + 33 days of receipt.

Iam indebted to the staff of Allen Press for their helpin initiating a new editor. I particularly
thank Arly Allen, Ken Blair, Guy Dresser, Douglas Wasson, and Sharon Kindall. I am
extremely grateful to Assistant Editors Leann Blem, A. E. Conway, and Anne Wenner; the
Editorial Board Kathy G. Beal, D. F. Caccamise, R. N. Conner, C. H. Stinson, and J. R.
Walters; Review Editor George Hall; Color Plate Editor William A. Lunk; Index Editor
Kathy G. Beal; numerous members of the WOS, particularly R. Banks, R. Burns, C. Braun,
M. Clench, S. Gaunt, J. Barlow, J. Jackson, and the more than 260 volunteer referees who
so kindly reviewed manuscripts over the past year. I am also indebted to J. E. Jeffrey,
Chairman of the Department of Biology, Virginia Commonwealth University, and Dean
Elske and Vice-president Smith for support of my efforts and the editorial office. Karen
Blem deserves special acknowledgment for keeping all of the paperwork in order and putting
up with her dad’s nagging. Finally, I want to express my profound appreciation to the past
editor, Keith Bildstein, for his unselfish assistance and kind hospitality. Keith is a dedicated
biologist who combines keen insight with a lively personality and he will be hard to follow.

I have enjoyed my first year as editor. I take the responsibility very seriously and am
concerned that we maintain the quality of the journal, attract a wider readership, and continue
to retain the qualities that make The Wilson Bulletin journal. I know that not all who submit
manuscripts to the journal will feel entirely satisfied with the process. However, it is our
intention to treat every author fairly, handle each manuscript promptly and carefully, and
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to do everything we can do to encourage submission of manuscripts. As the submission rate
increases, the rate of rejection also must increase. However, this is one way to improve the
quality of the journal, and I hope we are all in favor of that.

In the absence of Doris Watt, President Clench announced that a video tape of next year’s
meeting site, St. Mary’s College, Notre Dame, IN, will be made available, and encouraged
the membership to reserve the dates of the meeting, 25-28 May 1989.

George Hall moved and A. S. Gaunt seconded that the meeting be adjourned.

SECOND BUSINESS MEETING

President Clench open the second business meeting at 13:25, Saturday, 11 June in McShain
Auditorium. The report of the Auditing Committee was received.

We, the undersigned, met on 9 June 1988 to review the financial records presented by
the treasurer covering the period from 1 January 1987 to 31 December 1987. Upon checking
these records, we are satisfied that they accurately reflect the financial operations of the
Society. We believe the balances shown for the general, designated, and endowment funds
are accurately stated. Furthermore, they show that the Society is in excellent financial health.
The Auditing Committee commends Dr. Burns for his dilligent performance in fulfilling
the duties of treasurer for 1987.

Hubert P. Zernickow, Chairman
William A. Klamm

Harold Ratcliff

Robert A. Whiting

A motion to accept this report was made by Jerry Jackson and seconded by Chandler
Robbins, and passed by the membership.

Treasurer Burns briefly reviewed the rationale for the dues increase. Then President Clench
recalled the report of the Nominating Committee to the floor. In the absence of additions,
Kathleen Klimkiewicz moved and Chandler Robbins seconded that the nominations be
closed, and the motion passed. It was then moved by Peter Stettenheim and seconded by
Herb Kale to elect the slate by acclamation. This motion also passed.

Tom Bancroft, chair (other members—Scott Wood, Jon Barlow, and Richard Banks),
offered the report of the Resolutions Committee.

REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, the ornithological collections of the British Museum (Natural History) are
the largest and among the scientifically most important in the world, and

WHEREAS, these collections are viewed by ornithologists from around the world, not
only as a national treasure of the United Kingdom, but of international importance, and

WHEREAS, the health of the collection depends upon its growth and use, and

WHEREAS, avian systematics is a vital and important field of research with major impacts
on many applied disciplines, and

WHEREAS, ornithological collections are critical to an ever widening array of studies of
both systematics and environmental problems,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wilson Ornithological Society deplores the
reduction in support to the ornithological collections of the British Museum (Natural History)
and regretfully predicts that this reduction will lead to the abdication of the United Kingdom
from its traditional role of leadership not only in systematic ornithology but in ornithology
in general.



ANNUAL REPORT 715

Glen Wolfenden moved and Dick Stiehl seconded the motion to accept this resolution,
and the motion passed.

WHEREAS, the Endangered Species Act is one of America’s most important laws for
protecting plant and animal species, and

RECOGNIZING that this act focuses public attention on society’s responsibility to balance
wildlife preservation with more immediate economic well-being, and

RECOGNIZING that the proposed amendments provide funding and protection to help
avoid endangerment, recover listed populations, and monitor recovery after delisting, and

RECOGNIZING that the proposed amendments are necessary to establish monitoring
programs, provide funding, and hasten effective recovery plans,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wilson Ornithological Society recommends
that the United States Senate quickly pass a bill similar to that passed by the House of
Representatives and resolve differences between them. All provisions in the proposed Senate
bill are important and should be retained and no amendments weakening these provisions
should be appended.

David Blockstein moved that this resolution be accepted. George Clark seconded the
motion and it passed.

WHEREAS, biological diversity is indispensible to the natural functioning of ecosystems,
provides raw material, products, and ideas for human civilizations, and provides aesthetic
pleasure, emotional well-being, and spiritual enlightenment, and

WHEREAS, the Earth’s biological diversity is now being reduced at a rate without pre-
cedent in human history and this rate appears certain to increase greatly over the next several
decades, and

WHEREAS, the deterioration of the biological diversity of the planet is a significant
concern of scientists and a serious problem for humanity, and

WHEREAS, present scientific understanding of the components of biological diversity is
inadequate for its conservation and sustainable use,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Wilson Ornithological Society asks the Con-
gress of the United States to approve legislation that will: make the conservation of biological
diversity a national goal and a national priority; require biological diversity to be a paramount
consideration in Federal land-use planning; and support efforts to understand biological
diversity. We ask that this legislation create a National Center for Biological Diversity, a
National Scientific Advisory Committee on Biological Diversity, and provide increased
financial support for basic scientific research in systematics, organismal biology, and ecology.

Scott Wood moved, Kathleen Klimkiewicz seconded, and the members voted to accept
this resolution.

WHEREAS, both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems provide essential breeding, migratory
and wintering habitat for birds, and

WHEREAS, emissions causing acid precipitation affect a diversity of habitat types and
the birds using them, and

WHEREAS, there is mounting evidence that continuing acidification of the environment
has multiple negative effects on birds, both in reduction of the food base and the mobilization
of heavy metals and toxins in the food chain, and

WHEREAS, the National Acid Precipitation Assessment Program omitted any mention
of birds in its interim report,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Wilson Ornithological Society urge NAPAP
to include examination of the impact of acid rain on the avifauna of North America in its
final report.

Judy Mclntyre moved to accept this resolution. Scott Wood seconded the motion. It it
was approved.
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WHEREAS, National and International Parks are important refuges for resident wildlife
and plants, and

WHEREAS, National and International Parks offer important resources for stopover
places for migrant birds in transit, and

WHEREAS, National and International Parks have important recreational and educa-
tional values for humans throughout the world, and

WHEREAS, National and International Parks contribute to a better world environment
and therefore help mankind in general,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Wilson Ornithological Society expresses its
appreciation to The Nature Conservancy and to the countries who have allowed The Nature
Conservancy to help in setting up numerous Parks and Preserves within their boundaries.

In response to a motion by Jerry Jackson and a second by Chandler Robbins, this resolution
was accepted.

WHEREAS, the Deutsche Ornithologische-Gesellschaft has made major and lasting con-
tributions to the body of scientific information about birds, and

WHEREAS, the Deutsche Ornithologische-Gesellschaft is holding its 100th stated meeting
during September 1988,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that on the occasion of our centennial, the Wilson
Ornithological Society sends its congratulations to the Deutsche Ornithologishe-Gesellschaft
for its tradition of highest excellence in promoting ornithology and conservation.

Glen Wolfenden moved and Russ Balda seconded the motion to accept this resolution,
and by vote of the Society, it was.

ON THE OCCASION of the Centennial of the Wilson Ornithological Society, the mem-
bers attending its celebration in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, send their greetings and good
wishes to Robert and Judy Mason, long-time members of the Society and devoted students
of the natural world.

FURTHERMORE, those of us fortunate enough to be able to gather for this happy
occasion, express our heartfelt thanks to Robert and Judy for their generosity, caring thought-
fulness, and concern for the future by helping to ensure that the Wilson Ornithological
Society will be able to continue its strong membership and to support field studies of living
birds.

WE WISH Robert and Judy long life and continued joy in the world of birds.

Richard Banks moved that we accept this resolution. Dick Stiehl seconded the motion
and it was passed.

ON THE HAPPY OCCASION of Dr. Robert D. Burns’ completing his tenth year of
service as treasurer of the Wilson Ornithological Society,

WE, THE MEMBERS gathered for the centennial meeting of the Society, congratulate
Bob Burns and express our sincere gratitude for his hard work, his devotion to what (at
times) must seem like a thankless task, and his guardianship of our treasury. We have
benefited from Bob’s pulling the Society out of a serious financial crisis in 1979, and from
his careful stewardship and organization of our funds since he took office. Truly, any society
could take a leaf from the Wilson book and find themselves a canny Scot who watches every
penny as if it were his own (although he knows that it isn’t).

BOB, WITH GRATITUDE WE SALUTE YOU. Long may your careful ways profit the
Society.

Sandy Gaunt moved that this resolution be accepted. Charles Collins seconded the motion,
and the Society approved with a loud hurrah.

WHEREAS, 1988 marks the hundredth anniversary of the founding of The Wilson Or-
nithological Society, and

WHEREAS, the annual meeting for 1988, the Centennial Celebration, was graciously
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sponsored by the Academy of Natural Science of Philadelphia, The Cape May Bird Ob-
servatory, The Delaware Valley Ornithological Club, the Hawk Mountain Sanctuary As-
sociation, the University of Pennsylvania Biology Department, and Rosemont College, and

WHEREAS, the superb facilities. and beautiful campus of Rosemont College enhanced
the congenial atmosphere and collegiality of the meeting, and

WHEREAS, the Academy of Natural Sciences contributed a Centennial Celebration day
of grand proportions, and

WHEREAS, the Scientific Program Committee arranged a series of informative and in-
teresting lectures, poster sessions, and discussions, and

WHEREAS, Frank B. Gill and Millicent S. Ficken produced a symposium international
in breadth and exciting in content, and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Local Arrangements provided a full calender of social
events to entertain and inform participants,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Wilson Ornithological Society
express their sincere appreciation to the Committees on Local Arrangements, on Scientific
Program and on the Centennial Day Celebration; to the sponsors of the meeting; and
especially to Frank Gill and Dawn Coughlin, who all contributed to a most enjoyable and
edifying gathering.

Phillips Street moved that this resolution be accepted. Doug James seconded the motion
and it was passed by the membership.

A motion was made by George Hall to adjourn the meeting and a second was provided
by Scott Wood.

The reports of the standing committees follow.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT MEMBERSHIP

The announcement of the awards was published in the Ornithological Newsletter in
August. Three applications were received, and three awards were given: Fred Mikesell,
Kansas State University; Iris Velazquez, University of Puerto Rico; and Abby White, Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

The student membership awards were initially made from funds specified for that purpose
in memory of the late Aaron M. Bagg, and thus cost the society “only” the time of the
committee members and possibly some costs in soliciting and processing membership ap-
plications. It is obvious from our review that the activities of the committee from 1976 to
the present involved much time and effort and considerable funds (e.g., in 1985, 230 letters
were mailed to selected WOS members who were in positions to identify potential student
members, and the WOS paid $364 for the dues of 26 student awardees). We are aware that
members of the Council strongly feel that student membership awards recruit continuing
members. We wish to point out that any correlation between membership awards and
continuing membership does not identify the award as the cause of membership, it merely
may indicate the cleverness of the committee in identifying young ornithologists who are
not members. (Secretary’s note: considerable data were presented by the committee in
support of their argument, but I have deleted this for the sake of brevity). We believe that
these data constitute compelling evidence that the great majority of the 56 awardees who
continue as WOS members would have joined the Society without a membership award.
We think that the time and money expended on student membership awards could be
invested in a more productive way.

If the Society wishes to aid student members, we offer the following suggestions: (1)
Remove the limit of 4 years on student memberships and allow student rates to all students
as long as they are students, and (2) Lower the membership fee for students. The WOS
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student membership appears to be one of the highest of any society (78% of regular mem-
bership, equalled by the AFO and the Ecological Society). COS student fees are only 65%
of regular membership, and 63% of regular membership in the Animal Behavior Society,
and (3) establish one or more prizes for the best student papers at the annual meeting that
award 4 years of free membership. We are not convinced that any of these strategies will
increase the number of students who become and remain members of the Society.

Helmut C. Mueller, Chair

LIBRARY COMMITTEE REPORT— 1987

If this report seems unusually brief, it is not due to any lull in the Josselyn Van Tyne
Library’s activity, but simply because the exigencies of other matters have resulted in rather
late and hurried preparation. The year 1987 has been a fairly good one.

From 28 donors have come 1050 items: 18 books, 457 journal issues, 552 reprints, 97
reports and monographs, 6 translations, 17 maps, 2 dissertations, and a computer program.
Donors were: R. Bayer, A. J. Berger, B. Collins, W. N. Davey, J. Gapyczynski, L. Garrett
(for Patuxent Wildlife Research Center), S. M. Goodman, G. Hall (Wilson Bulletin review
copies), J. Hinshaw, S. Holohan, J. Kennington, H. Lapham, F. E. Lohrer, P. E. Lowther,
W. A. Lunk, W. B. Mclntosh, S. B. McNair, D. McNair, J. S. Marks, H. Mayfield, R. B.
Payne, R. O. Prum, S. Reinert, S. W, Richards, D. Siegel-Causey, R. W. Storer, Col. L. R.
Wolfe, and H. Zernickow.

From the New Book Fund, 26 books, indices, and reports were purchased for $422.66.
The 21 items sold brought a return of $219.15.

Received by the library were 212 journals and other items: 161 titles from 118 direct
exchanges; 41 titles as gifts, from 31 members and institutions; and 10 titles from 6 sub-
scriptions.

Our record of loans is up from last year in total items: 306. However, the 70 transactions
involving 36 members and libraries is somewhat down. The more our collections are used,
the better.

Once more, the committee is appreciative of all the support received.

William A. Lunk, Chair

There were no written reports from the Membership Committee or the Conservation
Committee.

The Committee on Scientific Program was chaired by Richard C. Banks. The following
members assisted as session moderators: Richard C. Banks, Bruce M. Beehler, Keith L.
Bildstein, R. Michael Erwin, Millicent S. Ficken, Mercedes S. Foster, Frank B. Gill, J.
William Hardy, M. Kathleen Klimkiewicz, Judy W. Mclntyre, Henri Ouellet, Stanley E.
Senner, Charles R. Smith, and Kimberly G. Smith.

PAPERS SESSION

D. A. Gross, Ecology 111, Berwick, PA, and D, W. Brauning, Acad. Natural Sciences, Phila-
delphia, PA, “Pennsylvania breeding bird atlas in north central Pennsylvania: Discoveries,
methods, and new directions.”

H. W. Kale, II, Florida Audubon Soc., Maitland, FL, “The Dusky Seaside Sparrow: An
obituary.”

C. T. Collins and K. McDaniel, Dept. Biology, California State Univ., Long Beach, CA,
“Food habits of three syntopic swifts in Borneo.”

C. W. Benkman, Dept. Biology, Princeton Univ., Princeton, NJ, “On the evolution of island
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