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FIG. 1. Adult male Redhead x Canvasback hybrid captured on the Potomac River near
Dahlgren, Virginia, 8 January 1980.

of four additional hybrids (Table 2): alI were males, two of which were placed in the National
Museum of Natural History in Washington, D.C. Three of the birds were captured from
Canvasback flocks, and a single hybrid, captured by R. Ryan, was obtained from a Redhead
flock.
I visited the National Museum to compare the hybrid study skins with the hybrids from
the Potomac River. I also obtained photos of Ryan’s hybrid and a description of Munro’s
1972 capture (R. Munro, pers. comm.). Comparison of all six hybrids showed that five of the
birds, alI captured from Canvasback flocks, resembled the Potomac River hybrids as earlier
described. These five hybrids resembled the one wild male and one captive-propagated male
hybrid briefly described by McIlhenny (1937:119) and Weller (Wilson Bull. 69:32, 1957),
respectively. Ryan’s hybrid, the only hybrid captured from a Redhead flock, appeared to be
structurally similar to the other hybrids, but had body plumage that matched that of the
Redhead and head and bill coloration that was more Canvasback-Iike. The bill of this bird
was black except for faint blue patches near its base. Following an earlier study of Aythya
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3

OF MALE STUDY SKINS AT NMNHa

MEASUREMENTS

AND LIVE REDHEAD

x CANVASBACK

HYBRIDS CAPTURED ON THE POTOMAC RIVER
Specimen

Redhead

x

Culmen (mm)

Wing chord (mm)

54.5

237

56.4

240

(8 Jan. 1980)

58.0”

239
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240
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a National Museum of Natural History, Washington, D.C.
b Estimated from photographs.
’ Culmen measurements taken from adult and full-grown juvenile specimens; wing chords taken from adult males only.
* Specimens are from Maryland (8), T exas (3), Delaware (Z), North Dakota (l), Louisiana (l), and Mississippi (1).
e Mean + standard error.
S
‘ pecimens
are from North Carolina (31, Texas (3), North Dakota (2), Pennsylvania (l), California (l), Oregon (l), and
Utah (1).
’ Specimens are from Europe (8), Egypt (2), Alaska (3). India (l), and Turkey (1).
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