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Caching behavior of Sereech Owls in Indiana.—Caching of prey items in nests
with young by Screech Owls (Otus asio) has been observed frequently (e.g. Van Camp
and Henry, North Am. Fauna 71:9-13, 1975). Frazar found 16 horned pouts (Pisces:
Ictalurus nebulosus) in a nest cavity in Massachusetts in January (Bull. Nuttall Ornithol.
Club 3:80, 1877).

At 17:00 on 4 March 1975, 50 day-old chickens (Gallus domesticus) were placed in
an enclosure (3.6 X 2.1 X 2.4 m) in a barn near Centerville, Wayne County, Indiana. At
23:00 many chicks were missing, and a gray phase Screech Owl was flying about the
enclosure. The owl was captured and held overnight for release away from the cap-
ture site. The owl’s crop was about 4 full.

Twenty-two dead chicks, 7 decapitated, were found on a shelf near the ceiling of
the enclosure. Except for the 7 that were decapitated, none of the dead chicks showed
any external damage. Two weeks later, 2 more chicks, obviously long dead, were found
cached on the rafters above the enclosure. Thus, a total of 24 1-day-old chicks were
apparently killed and cached in the 6 h period.

Screech Owls in northern Ohio do not have young in the nest hefore April (Van
Camp and Henry, op. cit.), and observations for central Indiana indicate the same
(J. B. Cope, unpubl. data). This second report of caching outside the nesting season
adds further evidence that Screech Owls are extremely opportunistic.—James B. CoPE AND
JouN C. BaRrBER, Joseph Moore Museum, Earlham College, Richmond, IN 47374. (Pres-
ent address, JCB: Division of Birds, Room E-607, N.H.B., Smithsonian Institute, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20560.) Accepted 29 Apr. 1977.
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Attacks on Red-headed Woodpeckers by flycatchers.—During field studies in
1966, 1967, and 1970 at Robert Allerton Park near Monticello, Piatt Co., Illinois,
Alexa Noble (pers. comm.) and I saw Eastern Kingbirds (Tyrannus tyrannus) (EK)
and Eastern Wood Pewees (Contopus virens) attack Red-headed Woodpeckers (Mela-
nerpes erythrocephalus) (RH) many times. I report our observations because the en-
counters were numerous, involved similar attacks by 2 species, occurred at the same
time and locality in 3 different years, and involved taxonomically and morphologically
distinet species.

On 22 July 1966 I saw 8-10 adult and juvenile Red-heads gathered along a 100 m
border between a 45-year-old abandoned field and a younger field. They had nested in
nearby woods. Adults were hawking flying insects, most of which they fed to the
juveniles. Juveniles occasionally hawked also. As many as 6 birds were in flight
simultaneously. Four kingbirds, presumably a family group, were hawking in the same
vicinity. During about 75 min, 31 of 46 recorded encounters among the birds were
kingbird attacks on Red-heads, usually as Red-heads performed sallies. Chases ceased
when the woodpeckers landed. The 2 species often perched together with no apparent
aggression. Other types of encounters were rare (RH on EK, 6; RH-RH, 5; EK-EK, 4).
On 23 August 1966, an EK in similar habitat 600 m from the earlier site showed no
aggression toward non-hawking juvenile Red-heads nearby. One RH supplanted an
EK on a perch.

Only a few adult Red-heads were present along the same border on 7 July 1967. One
EK attacked hawking Red-heads twice and a perching one once. Many more RH adults,
but only 1 juvenile, were seen with at least 2 kingbirds on 22 July. Interactions were



