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day they both began flapping their wings on being handled. On the 23rd day the larger 
nestling threw itself on its back with its legs raised and claws extended, exactly as the 
previously described adult behavior. 

Most of the nestling owls’ day was spent sleeping pressed tightly together. At 3 weeks 
they began sleeping facing the open entrance of the nest box. It was then that I first 
saw, on looking into the box, what appeared to be 2 pairs of large eyes staring at me, 
when, in fact, the nestlings had their eyes closed in sleep. Careful examination revealed 
that the eyelid skin was light pearl gray (color 81) with a tuft of sparce white feathers 
near the outer corner, and that centrally on the lid there was a prominent area of short 
black feathers. The effect of this pattern was to make the eyelids, when closed and viewed 
in the weak light of the nest, excellent mimic eyes (Fig. 2). This appears to be an 
adaptation for startling a predator who might look into the nest hole in daylight, after 
the nestlings are no longer brooded by an adult owl. 

Summary.-This paper presents observations of the nesting of the Tropical Screech 
Owl (Otus cholibn) and discusses development of the nestlings, their food, defense 
behavior of the adult and the nestlings, as well as a description of a probable warning 
color pattern development of eyelid feathers as a defense strategy. 

Acknowledgments.-1 wish to thank Paul Schwartz for reading the first draft of this 
paper and for making a number of helpful criticisms of it. I am also indebted to Dr. 
Francisco FernLndez YCpez for identification of the insect food items, and to Dr. Andrew 
J. Main, Jr. and Dr. T. H. G. Aitken for identification of the ectoparasites-BETSY TRENT 
THOMAS, Apartado 80450, Caracas 108, Venezuela. Accepted 1 Aug. 1976. 

Three more new specimen records for Guatemala.-During continuing studies of 
the avifauna of the Pacific lowlands of Guatemala near La Avellana, Santa Rosa Depart- 
ment (Dickerman, Wilson Bull. 87:412-413, 19751, I collected 3 more species of birds 
not previously taken in the country. During April and May 1975 Richard R. Viet and 
in April 1976 Alexander Brash and Thomas Will participated in the field work. Collecting 
was done under permit from the Department0 de Vida Silvestre, Instituto National Forestal 
,of Guatemala and specimens are deposited at the American Museum of Natural History. 

Calidris bairdii, Baird’s Sandpiper.-Although Baird’s Sandpiper is a regular migrant 
at least in interior areas of Mexico, and winters in South America, there are few specimen 
records from Central America, and to date none from Guatemala. On 21 April 1976 
‘Thomas Will identified 2 Baird’s Sandpipers and I collected one, on mud flats between 
the villages of La Avellana and Monterrico, Santa Rosa Department. The birds were 
found in the afternoon following a major rainstorm the night of 20-21 April that continued 
to mid-morning of the 21st. The specimen collected, an immature female, weighed 33.3 g 
.and was moderately fat. 

Calidris alpina, Dunlin.-An adult male Dunlin, well advanced in prealternate molt, was 
-taken about 21:30, 6 April 1976 from nets set on the same mud flats mentioned above. 
‘This is apparently the southernmost specimen record for the species in the New World. 
Its wing chord measures 115 and the culmen 36.5 mm; the specimen was identified by 
John Farrand, Jr. as E. a. pacifica based both on measurements and on the deep coloration 

.of the fresh alternate plumage. 
Sterna olbifrons, Least Tern.-Although the AOU Check-list (1957) records S. a. browni, 

the race that nests along the coast of California and Baja California, as probably ranging 

.south to Guatemala in winter, Land (Birds of Guatemala, Livingston Publ. Co., Wynne- 

-wood, Pa., 1972:112) knew of no specimens of the species from Guatemala. Accordingly 




