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from the vicinity of the nest before returning and feeding the female. In every instance
the female greeted each approaching male with the same excited response.
Upon relating our observations to several lodge guests who had been photographing
the other redpoll nest, previously noted, we learned that they had observed two males
feeding that brooding female.
Active feeding was carried on by the Hoary Redpolls 20 to 22 hours in each 24 hour
period of the continuous Arctic summer daylight. Surely there must be added survival
value to the species through the expression of a behavior which results in an increased
food supply to the young by birds which remain somewhat gregarious throughout the
nesting season.
The period of fledging was 9 days in both nests as was reported by Walkinshaw (Condor,
50:6&70, 1948 quoted in Bent [op. cit.], original not seen) contrasted to 12 to 14 days as
reported by Baldwin and Reed (lot. cit.).-FRED
J. ALSOP, III, Biology Dept., East
Tennessee State University,
37660,

15 December
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NEW LIFE MEMBER
We welcome Dr. Robert F. Vane, an oral
surgeon of Cedar Rapids, Iowa as a new
Life Member of The Wilson Ornithological
Society. Dr. Vane, a graduate of The
State University of Iowa has been seriously
interested in birds for many years, and
has been a regular contributor to Iowa
Bird Life.
He is a past-President of The
Iowa Ornithologists’ Union, and a member
of The National Audubon Society, American Birding
Association, Saskatchewan
Natural History Society, and Minnesota
Ornithologists’ Union. His special interests
in birds include the study of winter birdlife
and tine photography of birds, and among
his other interests he lists the collecting
of an ornithological library. Dr. Vane is
married and has two children and one
grandchild.

