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yon. Its present whereabouts, if still extant, is unknown. Archie Hull reported that two
Snowy Owls were killed by hunters 15 miles northeast of Mantua, Box Elder County, on
1 October, 1925. They were not saved. A Snowy Owl was observed by Ellis R. Wilson in a
field south of Centerville, Davis County, on 5 April, 1953. Reed Ferris saw one just north
of Ephraim, San Pete County, on 4 January, 1954. Rodney Harvey observed a Snowy Owl
on the southeastern outskirts of Salt Lake City in early January, 1961. It was perched near
a willow patch where several quail and a pheasant had a haven of refuge.

Two or possibly three additional records turned up during January, 1967, one corrobo-
rated by a museum specimen. A Snowy Owl was picked up alive but sick on 26 January,
1967, by Jaren Tolman, 4 miles west of Syracuse, Davis County, on the Syracuse-Antelope
Island dike that extends out into the Great Salt Lake. It died that night and was presented
to the University of Utah through Jack A. Rensel of the State Fish and Game Department.
It proved to be a male, with testes measuring 8 mm in length. Its weight was 1427.8 grams.
Upon learning of the rarity of the species in Utah, Mr. Rensel subsequently reported two
other observations. Conservation Officer LeVon Thomas saw one on 7 January, 1967, on
the Glen McKinnon Ranch, 2 miles south of Randolph, Rich County. At 2:30 p.m. it was
resting on a snow-covered haystack and allowed the ohserver to approach within a few
feet before flying off. A decomposed Snowy Owl was found on 22 January, 1967, near the
southeastern end of Bear Lake, Rich County. It had become entangled in some old net
fencing. This could have been the same owl seen earlier near Randolph which is about 15
miles distant airline.

Thus Snowy Owls, although relatively uncommon in the state, periodically come into
Utah during the winter, their range extending as far south as the central part of the state.
These data suggest a status of rare winter visitant in Utah.—Wrmriam H. Bruig, Depart-
ment of Zoology, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah, 3 April 1967.

Breeding range extension of Saw-whet Owl in West Virginia.—On 21 May 1966,
I collected two immature Saw-whet Owls (Aegolius acadicus) about six miles south
of Huntington, and one mile west of Shoals, in Wayne County, West Virginia. They were
roosting side by side on a small branch about ten feet above the ground in a small clump
of scrub pine (Pinus virginiana). They were so close together that one .22 caliber rifle
shell loaded with dust shot killed both of them.

Specimen 135-1/256 was a female, overall length 188 mm, ovary undeveloped, and with
some fat. Specimen 135-2/257 was a male, same size, but with more fat. Both stomachs
contained mouse bones, the stomach of the male contained the entire pelvic region and
tail of white-footed mouse (Peromyscus). The skins are in the Marshall University collec-
tion.

The geographical location of immature individuals of this species in May seems worthy
of note. The common impression among bird students is that the breeding of these owls
southward is restricted to the high mountains. Brooks (1944. “A Check-list of West Vir-
ginia Birds.” Bull. 316, Agr. Exp. Station, West Virginia Univ.) states that they breed
occasionally in the spruce belt. My note (1950. Aulk, 67:386-387) lists the known records
of young birds in the state, all from high altitudes. These two specimens were taken at
an altitude of between 650 and 700 feet. George Sutton, in a letter, states “There is no
doubt in my mind that the species nested near where the young birds were found.” If this
be true, the breeding distribution of Saw-whet Owls is much more extensive than is gen-
erally believed.—RarLee M. EpeBURN, Marshall University, Huntington, West Virginia, 8
March 1967.



