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Goldfinch accept young after long and short incubation.-In the summer of 

1965, in Toledo, Ohio an experiment was carried out in which eggs of the American Gold- 

finch (Spinus tristis) from clutches just laid were exchanged for eggs that were in 

advanced incubation. 

On 31 July I exchanged eggs between nests of 11 day incubation and those where the 

fifth egg had just been laid. The eggs that had been laid for only the short time were 

taken by a predator on the following day. The other female Goldfinch continued to 

incubate for an additional 12 days until the entire clutch had hatched. She had been 

incubating for a total of 23 days. I was not able to examine this nest until 10 days later. 

At that time the nest looked “used” but since there was no defecated material on the 

nest it would appear that the young had not been in the nest for long. 

On 5 August, I exchanged eggs that were in day four of incubation with a clutch that 

had two eggs piped. The eggs hatched in both nests and the young were all fledged. 

The one female had incubated for about five days and the other had incubated for 19 

days. 

The mean incubation period for this species has been reported as about 11-12 days, 

(Walkinshaw, 1938. brrch--Pine Warbler, 16:s11 and 14-15). From the preceding 

experiments it is obvious that at least in some instances, the female will accept young 

after one-half the length of or twice the length of the mean incubation the.-LARRY 

C. HOLCOMB, Department of Biology, Creighton University, Omaha, Nebraska, 11 July 

1966. 

New status for the Rufous-crowned Sparrow in Utah.-The first record of the 

Rufous-crowned Sparrow (Aimophila rujicepd for Utah (Wauer, 1965. Condor, 67:447) 

was based on a specimen taken at Oak Creek Canyon, Zion National Park, Washington 

County, Utah, 5 November 1963. The writer reported the species as wintering in Zion 

Park. He concluded that, “early fall records, in August, in Zion Park indicate a fall 

wandering tendency for the species, but the presence of Rufous-crowned Sparrows 

throughout the winter months appears to suggest a northerly movement in fall and, per- 

haps, a return to southerly breeding grounds in spring.” 

However, an immature Rufous-crowned Sparrow (deposited at Museum of Vertebrate 

Zoology, University of Utah), taken by the author at Oak Creek Canyon, Zion National 

Park on 10 August 1965, suggested that the species may be more than a wintering resident 

there. It, like a specimen collected on 5 November 1963, was of the race scottii, 

according to Lester L. Short. The possibility was suggested that the species resides 

permanently in the vicinity, nestin g on the upper slopes of the canyons and moving 

into the lower canyons after nesting and to winter. In Arizona, the species is a spring to 

late summer nester; its period of breeding closely tied with summer rainy season. 

Brandt (1951. “Arizona and Its Bird Life” p. 702) reports a completed nest as early 

as 24 May, nests as late as 15 August, and that the height of the season for fresh eggs is 

during the latter half of June. Assuming that the species did reside within the Zion Canyon 

area, the author searched appropriate habits during May and June, 1966; on 29 June 

on the west slope of Steven’s Wash, Parunuweap Canyon of Zion National Park, a lone 

singing adult was found. I watched it for several minutes through 9~ binoculars. It 

moved to several perches within an approximate 100 foot circle singing all the while. 

Suddenly a second Rufous-crowned Sparrow, its bill full of grass, flew to a perch about 

two feet from the singing bird. Both remained there for five to ten seconds before they 

departed, flying up the slope and around a number of large rocks out of sight. I was 

unable to locate them again. 


