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saw a number of individuals in December. I did not meet the Cape May Warbler in 

Costa Rica before the spring of 1963, when on the Barba massif I saw fleetingly a 

warbler which was apparently this species. On the morning of 9 May 1964, while 

watching a nest of the Scarlet-thighed Dacnis (Dacnis venusta) in an open grove of 

slender, second-growth trees near Las Cruces, I saw the only Cape May Warbler that 

I have positively identified in this country, and apparently the only one that has been 

recorded by anyone in the spring. Las Cruces is a few miles south of San Vito de Java 

on the Pacific slope of Costa Rica near the Panamanian border, at an altitude of about 

4,000 feet. 

This Cape May Warbler, a male in full breeding plumage, clung to slender, moss- 

covered, upright branches, well up in the trees, from which he plucked larvae or other 

small creatures, which he carried to a perch to devour. He also gleaned much from the 

foliage in the treetops. When not foraging, he rested for considerable periods on hori- 

zontal twigs. He was present in the same small grove of trees every day (with one 

possible exception) for the next week. I last saw him there on the sunny morning of 

15 May, when he sang a pretty little song over and over. By this date, nearly all the 

migrants from the north had already left.-ALEXANDER F. SKUTCH, El Quizarrci, .%n 

Isidro de1 General, Costa Rica, 3 March 1966. 

Feeding reactions of Myrtle Warblers toward wax-moth larvae dyed various 

colors.-Experiments were conducted in which a simultaneous choice of artificially 

colored wax-moth larvae was offered to caged Myrtle Warblers (Dendroica coronata) 

to establish whether the colors of larvae commonly found in nature (green, brown, and 

yellow) would be preferred over less common colors (red, orange, blue, and violet). 

No such preference was found. Instead, there was a great deal of variation in response, 

although the birds generally avoided red. Three of the ten birds did have a preference, 

each for a different color (brown, yellow, and red). The other birds chose the various 

colored larvae more or less randomly. 

The three birds which usually chose a particular color showed a much stronger prefer- 

ence during the first half of each exposure period than during the second half, which 

probably reflected a decrease in the relative availability of larvae of the preferred colors. 

The birds did not differ in the length of time required to select the colored larvae as 

compared with the time required to select the undyed larvae during a base line. There 

was no indication of imitation, social facilitation, dominance at the food dish, or in- 

creased aggressiveness as associated with starvation. 
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Tongue deformity in immature Robin.-In late July, 1965, near Ithaca, New York, 

an immature Robin (Turdus migratorius) was picked up and brought to the Cornell 

Laboratory of Ornithology, exhibiting a most unusual condition. 

The tongue had penetrated the flesh and skin between the rami of the mandible, and 

was hanging freely about an inch below the “chin.” As shown in the accompanying 

photographs, taken by W. R. Spofford, it was encrusted with hardened saliva, mucous, 

and dirt. The bird was very thin, and it might be assumed that so long as it had been 

fed by parents, there was little difficulty in eating, but once it was on its own, the 

lack of functional tongue was undoubtedly a handicap. 


