
462 THE WILSON BULLETIN December 1963 
\ 01. 75. No. 4 

Brown Thrashers nesting in a cavity of a tree.-Unusual nesting sites of various 
species of birds have been observed and recorded by many workers in ornithology. Bent 
(1948 and 1949. U.S. Nat. Mu. Bull. 195 and 19G, respectively) lists several examples of 
unusual nesting sites for the House Wren (I’roglodytes aedon) , the Mockingbird (Mimes 
polyglottos), and the Robin (Tsrdus migratorhs). However, I have not read or heard 
of the Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum) nesting in a natural cavity of a tree. 

While conducting research on the nesting heights of birds around Ruston, Louisiana, 
I found a pair of Brown Thrashers on 12 April 1963, nesting at the “Tech Farm” in an 
open-type cavity of a willow (Salix sp.). Of the 108 nests of this species found thus 
far, 107 have been of the typical open-statant type. The term open-type cavity is used 
to iAnply that it was not of the typical woodpecker type, but a cavity that was due to 
decay 1.1 the tree. The willow is one of two in a pasture. The height from the bottom 
of the cavity to the ground measured 147.5 inches. The cavity measured 4 inches across 
and the highest portion of the surrounding wood measured 19.5 inches. The nest was 
typical of the species, except that the majority of the sticks in the structure were lacking. 
The depth of the nest was 1.5 inches and the inside diameter of the structure was 4 
inches. All four eggs hatched in this nest. 

It is interesting to note that in the same tree, 22 inches higher, there was a nest of 
House Sparrows (Passer domesticus) in another CaVity.-WALTER K. TAYLOR, Department 
of Zoology, Louisiana Polytechnic Institute, Ruston, Louisiana, 24 October 1963. 
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