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Foster-feeding and polygamy in the Purple Martin.-While conducting homing 
experiments with Purple Martins (Progne subis) in the vicinity of the University of 
Michigan Biological Station, Cheboygan County, Michigan, in the summer of 1958, I 
trapped, color marked, and released 16 adult martins at distant points. When periodically 
checking for the return of these homing birds I also observed behavior at the nests. 

Female 14 was trapped at 3 :30 p.m., July 11, and was released near Sleeper Lake, Lute 
County, Michigan, at 9:00 p.m. the same day. She did not return to the nest until the 
afternoon of July 13. In her absence the female occupying the nest directly above made 
several trips to Female 14’s nest with food for the young. This female also continued to 
care for her own young. Perhaps the begging notes of the young in the nest below induced 
her to bring food. Number 14’s mate was also feeding his young. He accepted this help 
and did not attempt to drive away the assisting female. When Female 14 returned, the 
assisting female ceased this behavior and cared solely for her own brood. This was my 
only observation of foster-feeding, although 14 females were taken from the colony for 
periods of a few hours up to approximately three days. 

I also recorded an instance of possible polygamy. Females 9 and 10 were removed from 
the colony for homing trials. The nest compartments of these two birds were side by side. 
During their absence, a single male cared for both broods of young. Often he brought 
several insects to the nests and fed some to each brood. Sometimes all of the food was 
given to one brood of young and a fecal sac removed. No challenging martin came to 
either of these nests. Female 9 was absent from the nest for eight hours and No. 10 was 
gone for 25.5 hours. The male was successful in his attempt to care for two broods because 
young fledged from both nests.-WILLIAM E. SOUTHERN, Museum of Zoology, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, October 8, 1958. 

New bird records for St. Croix, Virgin Islands.-To that increasing list of migratory 
warblers recorded from St. Croix, Virgin Islands, must now be added yet another, the 
Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) . 

At dawn on April 4, 1958, a clear, loud and unknown witchity-wichity-witchity came 
from a tree outside my window. Upon investigation of this new call a small bird was seen 
to fly a short distance away to a scrub thicket. “Squeaking” soon brought the singer 
within gunshot, and I collected it. Since this warbler was badly mutilated, the skin was 
forwarded to Mr. James Bond, at the Philadelphia Academy of Sciences, for corroboration 
of my identification. 

In a letter dated August 24, 1958, Mr. Bond wrote: “Your specimen is an immature male 
in the process of acquiring adult breeding plumage. Although recorded from Tobago, it is 
the easternmost record from the Antilles.” 

With few exceptions the birds added to the list of new records from the Virgin Islands 
have been small and insignificant creatures, unobtrusive in drab autumnal anonymity. 

Six tall Glossy Ibis (Plegudis falcinellas), feeding in a small, fresh-water pond located 
at Williams (West End), St. Croix, were neither small nor difficult to identify. 

These ibis were first observed on the morning of September 15, 1958. By October 2, 
only three birds could be found. These were observed almost daily until October 10, when 
another attempt to obtain a specimen scared them away. They took off in a northwesterly 
direction and were not again seen. 

The only previous record for this ibis from the Virgin Islands is one by John Furth 
(James Bond, in litt.), who reported it from Krum Bay and Stumpy Bay, St. Thomas. No 
dates are given.-G. A. SEAMAN, Post Office Box 474, Christiansted, St. Croix, U. S. Virgin 
Islands, November 20, 1958. 


