
THE WILSON BULLETIN December 1956 
Vol. 68. No. 4 

had flown into the power line in passing southward from their roost. They were still 
warm when I found them. One bird had a wing sheared off; one lost a wing and leg; 
another lost both legs. All five were saved as specimens. W. E. Eigsti and I examined 
the stomachs, weighed the birds, froze them and shipped two to Dr. Josselyn Van Tyne, 
University of Michigan, Museum of Zoology and three to Dr. George H. Lowery, Jr., 
Louisiana State University. 

The stomachs had the following contents: (1) 13 kernels of corn; several weed seeds; 
some fine gravel. (2) 28 kernels of corn; corn hulls, sand; fine gravel. (3) 8 kernels 
of corn; corn hulls, weed seeds; coarser gravel. (4) 3 kernels of corn; corn hulls. 
(5) 5 kernels of corn; many oat hulls; gravel. 

Two of the birds were males and three, females. Walter J. Breckenridge spent several 
days on this same area during late March, 1945. On March 28 he collected ten speci- 
mens, five males and five females. The average weight of these seven males was 3936.28 
grams (range, 3402-4337) or 8 Ibs., 10.8 oz. (7 lbs., 8 oz.-9 Ibs., 9 oz.). The eight 
females averaged 3241.37 grams (2835-3856) or 7 lbs., 2.3 oz. (6 Ibs., 4 oz.-8 lbs., 8 oz.) _ 

The wing spans of five males taken by Breckenridge averaged 184.1 cm. (177.8-191.8) 
and those of six females averaged 168.8 cm. (152.4-182.9). 

Thus all 15 specimens, ten collected by Breckenridge on March 28, 1945, and five 
that 1 found dead on March 22, 1954, were all Lesser Sandhill Cranes (Grus canadensis 
canadensis) .-LAWRENCE H. WALKINSHAW, 1703 Wolverine-Federal Tower, Battle Creek, 
Michigan, March 1, 1956. 

Lark Sparrow collected in Rhode Island.-On November 12, 1955, at Newport, 

Newport County, Rhode Island, a Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) was observed 
feeding with Savannah Sparrows (Passerculus sandwichensis) along the edge of a field 
adjacent to Newport’s famed Ocean Drive. Since there was no previous specimen record 
for Rhode Island, the bird was collected. It was a male with the skull fully ossified; 
it weighed 31.7 gms. and was very fat. Its apparent good physical condition makes all 
the more curious the molt that the bird was undergoing. 

The feathers over most of the body appeared fresh, but those of the posterior half 
of this sparrow were found to be in various stages of molt and replacement. The 
upper tail coverts on the bird’s left side were fully grown and were slightly worn 
and ragged. There was one small feather on this side that was beginning to break out 
of the sheath. The upper tail coverts on the right side were all sheathed and about 
one-half grown. Two adjacent rectrices, lying to the right of the central pair, were 
normal in length but were worn, although not excessively. The remaining rectrices were 
all about the same length, sheathed and about one-half grown. All of the undertail 
coverts and many of the contour feathers on the right flank were still in sheaths and 
about one-half grown. There were fewer sheathed feathers on the left flank. 

The specimen (JB no. 146) was identified by Dr. John W. Aldrich as the Eastern 
Lark Sparrow (C. g. grammacus) .-JAMES BAIRD, Norman Bird Sanctuary, Newport, 
Rhode Island, March 22, 1956. 

Records of the Buff-breasted Sandpiper from Alabama.-Buff-breasted Sand- 

pipers (Tryngites subruficollis) were never collected in Alabama prior to 1955, although 
H. S. Peters took one near Pensacola, Florida, a short distance east of the Alabama 
border on September 2, 1936, and T. D. Burleigh took another from Deer Island, Missis- 
sippi, a few miles west of the state line, on September 6, 1940. A. H. Howell’s “Birds 
of Alabama,” published in 1924, does not list this species as occurring in Alabama. The 
only known records are those of Henry Stevenson, who noted them near Northport, in 


