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Notes on the call of a Ferruginous
Pigmy Owl.-In
May and June, 1949, we
recorded on magnetic sound tape a call of a Ferruginous Pigmy Owl (Glaucidium brasilianum). The recordings were obtained in the Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge, located some 30
miles west of Harlingen, Texas. L. Irby Davis indicated that our records furnished the first
positive proof that the bird inhabited this Refuge. In our work we were aided materially
by Luther Goldman, the Refuge director. The refuge tract lies between a flood dyke and
the Rio Grande and, excepting some flood-filled lakes, is densely timbered; the trees are
festooned with vines and Spanish moss and are almost impenetrable in many places because of the heavy undergrowth of thorny shrubs. Our recorder was located about onehalf mile from the northern edge of the tract on a partially-cleared neck of land between
two of the lakes. One microphone was close by, with another about 500 feet to the south
in dense vegetation; at that point, the Rio Grande was about a mile and a half farther
south.
Our attention was first called to the owl while reviewing an earlier recording, obtained
about 4:30 a.m. The owl must have been at a considerable distance from the microphone ; using the greatest play-back volume obtainable, a faint, frog-like sound was
heard, a single short note repeated at a uniform rate. On our next visit, the bird called
from a tree rather close to the recorder; it was still dark, and we were not able to see
the bird on his perch; after callin g for a minute or so, a brief glimpse was obtained
against the sky as he flew south. Immediately we picked him up on the distant microphone; after calling for a minute or so near that location, there was a brief silence; then
the call again, quite faint; then silence, and we heard the bird no more.
During its performance, the owl gave the call at a rate of about 150 repetitions per
minute; this rate was maintained throughout our recordings. The call would be repeated
a varying number of times, ranging from 10 to 45 repetitions; then the bird would pause
for about 10 seconds, and again begin the call. Subsequently, through the courtesy of Dr.
P. P. Kellogg of Cornell University, we were privileged to hear the call of another Ferruginous Pigmy Owl, recorded some years previously on a phonograph record by Dr. A. A.
Allen in Mexico. For all practical purposes, the recordings are identical with respect to
quality, pitch, and time intervals.
Published “oral” descriptions of the call differ appreciably, possibly because of a difference in individual birds, but more likely because the call sounds differently to different observers. A. C. Bent, in his “Life Histories” (U. S. Natl. Mus. Bull. 170:437-438)
quoting others, gives brief descriptions of the call: to Bendire, it sounded like chu;
to Euler, like khiu; and to Stephens, like tuck. Peterson (1941. “A Field Guide to
Western Birds,” p. 90) adds one from Sutton: chook or took.
In the recordings of our bird, we are not able to detect with certainty either the “c”
“k,” or “t” sounds indicated above. The quality is not shrill nor sibilant; rather, it is
clear and mellow, something like whah (short “a” as in “ah”), with the sound originating
well back in the mouth, not near the teeth. By puffing, or “whuffing” the breath across
the opening of a bottle, partially filled with water, we were able to produce a note resembling the call of this owl, both in quality and in pitch. Using a pitch pipe, we
estimate the tone as F sharp in the third octave above middle C on the piano, close to
1400 cycles per second.-JERRY AND NORMA STILLWELL, RFD #.!?, Fnyetteville, Arkansas,
January 22, 1954.
A nest of the Yellow Warbler
superimposed
on a Red-eyed Vireo nest.On June 6, 1953, while collecting nesting data in Rondeau Park, Canada, I found the
nest of a Yellow Warbler (Dendroica petechia) superimposed on the nest of a Red-eyed
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BRACKBILL, 4638 Springdale Avenue, Baltimore 7, Maryland, December 10, 1953.
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