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Groove-billed Ani in Oklahoma.—On October 7, 1952, a Groove-billed Ani
(Crotophaga sulcirostris) was shot by Lewis T. Pickett at Duncan Lake, about 11
miles northeast of Duncan, Stephens County, Oklahoma. On October 11, Mr. Pickett
gave me the ani which, fortunately, he had not discarded. Dr. George M. Sutton, of
the University of Oklahoma at Norman, made a fine study skin of the bird in spite
of the fact that it was in an advanced state of deterioration. The skin is now in the
University of Oklahoma museum.

The ani was a male with testes, though not large, readily perceptible even though
the specimen was decomposing, Its stomach held six large grasshoppers of the genus
Melanopus (five of one species, one of another). These were identified with the
assistance of Dr. Cluff Hopla of the University of Oklahoma Department of Zoology.
The bird weighed 90.6 grams. It was not emaciated but neither was it fat. The bird’s
plumage, on the whole, was in fine condition, but some of the larger wing and tail
feathers were of a brownish cast and less glossy than the others—indication of a
protracted late summer and fall molt.

The bird was sitting on a stem among the cattails surrounding the minnow ponds
below Duncan Lake when Mr. Pickett first observed it. It was alone although there
was a flock of Red-wings (Agelaius phoeniceus) in the cattails at the other end of the
pond about 200 feet away.

The principal native vegetation around Duncan Lake is postoak-blackjack oak with
associated mixed grasses—mnot particularly suggestive of the ani’s native tropical and
subtropical home. The summer and fall of 1952 were the driest and hottest for the
lower Plains states since Weather Bureau records have been kept (1900). The unusually
dry weather may have been the principal reason for the northward movement of the ani.

Mr. Raymond G. Keck, of Drummond, Garfield County, Oklahoma, wrote the Okla-
homa Game and Fish Department concerning a Groove-billed Ani he saw in the trees
in his yard on September 25, 26, and 27, 1952. He said the bird was tame and could
be approached so closely that the grooves on the bill could be seen. He photographed
the ani with his box camera. The picture, though not clear enough for reproduction
here, is still good enough for positive identification of the ani.

There are several previous instances of the Groove-billed Ani occurring outside
its normal range. Two instances are worthy of note here: W. S. Long (1940. Trans.
Konsas Acad. Sci., 43:444) mentions a specimen taken on November 1, 1904 in Lyon
County, Kansas. Thomas S. Roberts (1932. “The birds of Minnesota. Vol. 1,” pp.
594-595) lists a specimen taken in Goodhue County, Minnesota on October 12, 1913.

The Groove-billed Anis reported here are the first records of the species in Okla-
homa—GrENN E. Jones, Oklahoma Game and Fish Department, Capitol Building,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, November 24, 1952,

Groove-billed Ani in Great Plains in 1952.—This note reports and summarizes
the records of the Groove-billed Ani (Crotophaga sulcirostris) in Kansas and other
plains states in the remarkable northward movement of this species in the autumn
of 1952.

This species was first reported outside its normal range on September 21, 1952,
when a male was collected seven miles southeast of Stuttgart, Arkansas (Meanley and
Neff, 1953. Wilson Bull., 65:201). From September 25 to 27, an ani was present at
Drummond, Garfield County, Oklahoma, and a male was collected at Duncan Lake,
Stephens County, Oklahoma, on October 7 (Jones, 1953. Wilson Bull., 65:202). One
Groove-billed Ani was seen in the vicinity of Elgin, Antelope County, Nebraska, from



