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-FRANCIS H. ALLEN, 9 Francis Ave., Cambridge 38, Massachusetts, October 22, 1951.
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away, at the base of a bushy slope. To us its behavior seemed like that of a Worm-eating
Warbler (Helmitheros vermiuorus) as it investigated the leaves, twigs, and other debris
b eneath the thick brush. We had a chance to observe it for about fifteen minutes when a
passing truck frightened it into flight.

No one could find it again.

The weather on May 5 and 6 was mild and rainy. On the 6th there was considerable
fog. Weather reports described winds of hurricane force in the Midwest on May 5. The
area affected by a large cyclonic low the night before included southern Indiana and
West Virginia, a part of the northern edge of the Swainson’s Warbler’s breeding range.
-IRWIN
M. ALPERIN, Linnaean Society of New York, 284.5 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn 35,
New York, January 1, 1951.
Clay-colored Sparrow in Massachusetts.-The
Clay-colored Sparrow (Spizella pallida) was added to the list of birds known from Massachusetts when two specimens were
collected by Oliver L. Austin, Jr., on September 20, 1930. Since that time, two more
Clay-colored Sparrows have been collected and twelve have been banded. All of these
records are listed below. Eleven sight records, from 1940 to 1951, have not been included
below because the difficulty of identifying fall Clay-colored Sparrows makes sight records
unreliable.

These sight records were published in Records of New Enghd

Birds. I am

indebted to Oliver L. Austin, Jr., Dorothy E. Snyder, Curator of Natural History at the
Peabody Museum, Salem, Massachusetts, and Aaron M. Bagg for their help in gathering
the records presented here.
SPECIXTENS

September 20, 1930. Two adult males collected by Oliver L. Austin, Jr. (1931. Auk,
48:126-127), at North Eastham. Specimens now Nos. 17837 and 17838 in the Boston
Museum of Science. Identification checked in 1951, by James L. Peters, Museum of
Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
March 24, 1950. An immature, sex unknown, was taken by James Baird at Amherst.
The bird was first observed at Amherst by Robert Smart at his feeder on January 17,
1950. The identification

was confirmed by J. L. Peters.

It is now No. 231 in the col-

lection of the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.
September 20, 1950. One immature male taken by Oscar M. Root at North Andover.
The specimen, identified by J. L. Peters, is now in the Peabody Museum, Salem.
BIRDS BANDED

The first 11 of the following 12 birds listed were banded at the Austin Ornithological
Research Station, North Eastham.
October 11, 1930. One adult, C80003, by 0. L. Austin, Jr. Repeated October 11 and
12 (twice), 1930 (Austin, lot. cit.).
November 3, 1930. One immature, C80542, by 0. L. Austin, Jr. Repeated November 3,
4, and 5, 1930 (Austin, lot. cit.).
September 29, 1934. One immature, L64783, by 0. L. Austin, Jr. and Seth H. Low.
Repeated October 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 13, 14, 15, and 16, 1934.
October 3, 1934. One adult, L64913, by 0. L. Austin, Jr. and S. H. Low.
October 4, 5, 7, and 8, 1934.
October 3, 1934. One immature, L64918, by S. H. Low.
1934.

Repeated

Repeated October 3 and 4,

October 17, 1934. One adult, 34-81301, by S. H. Low. Repeated October 17, 1934.

