GENERAL NOTES

AN EARLY RECORD AND DESCRIPTION OF THE IVORY-BILLED
WOODPECKER IN KENTUCKY

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin has the Journal (Draper, Vol. 2, ZZ) of Col.
William Fleming. He gives a description (pp. 12-13) of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker (Cam peph-
ilus principalis) which is much more detailed than that of Mark Catesby (Natural history
of Carolina, Vol. 1. London, 1731:16). The Journal was printed by Newton D. Mereness (Travels
in the American Colonies. Macmillan, N. Y., 1916:632). While purporting to be a faithful
copy, comparison with the original shows that several words, in one case a sentence, were
omitted.

Fleming, born in Scotland on February 18, 1729, was educated as a surgeon at Edinburgh.
In 1779 he was a member of the Virginia Commission sent to Kentucky to settle land claims.
St. Asaph’s, or Logan’s Fort, was situated one mile west of modern Stanford, Lincoln County.
There are very few definite records of this woodpecker for the state. The Journal contains the
following entry:

March 7, 1780, “Rode up to St. Asaphs from Col. Bowmans, I observed a species of the
woodpecker which I had not met with before, the Cock and the hen, they are larger than the
large brown [juvenile pileated woodpecker?], the cock had a bright red head with remarkably
long tuft of feathers on the Crown so that it may be cald the Peacock Woodpecker the body &
wings white & black, the hen darker colored the bills of both a great length & white.

“One of these birds was shot by my servant, which I took to be the hen, the feathers on
the throat and belly and part of the wing and tail a shining black, it had nine stiff & strong
feathers or pinions in the tail forked at the end, the midle one being six inches long from where
the feathers begin the whole length being 7% inches the others on each side shortened in length,
its wings ten inches long from the shoulder to the tip 18 long feathers in the wing, the two
first and longest black the 3rd tip’d with white and each succeeding one more till those next
to the back are all white, both above & below, the front & fore part of the Crown black,
from the junction of the upper & lower bills white feathers on each side, leaving a triangle of
black feathers from the Eyes and back part of the Crown which is a deep red, the white feathers
run backwards as far as the white on the wings intermixed with black so that the bird from
the head so far appears speckled, the red part of the crown appears triangular, its legs was an
inch & half long, with four toes set forwards & back two each way, armed with strong crooked
claws, the two outer ones the longest & 4 inches in length [spread?]- the bill white and bony,
verry strong & firm at the point shaped like a wedge each % of an inch broad and from that a
ridge runs both in the upper and lower so that each forms a triangle an inch & quarter broad
at the Junction of the upper and lower bills, which is three inches in length, the tounge is
six inches in length. The Iris when dead of a bright Yellow so far it differs from any of the
species I have seen, the mechanism of its parts being as usual in birds of this kind, it weighed

upwards of 1 Ib.”
The error in sex is obvious.—A. W. SCHORGER, 168 N. Prospect Ave., Madison, Wis.

WOODCOCK AT SEA

On July 6, 1949, at 7:30 A.m., an American Woodcock (Philohela minor) alighted on the
flight deck of the airplane carrier U. S. S. Midway at 39° 55" N, 70° 05" W. This point is 82
miles due south of Nantucket Island, the nearest land, and 108 miles southeast from Montauk
Point, Long Island. Only one bird was observed. It flew alongside the ship, attempting to
alight for approximately 15 minutes before it succeeded. The flight of the woodcock suggested
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