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SOME WHISTLING SWAN OBSERVATIONS IN WESTERN ALASKA

Herbert W. Brandt (Alaska Bird Trails, 1943: 325) stated that Whistling Swans (Cygnus
columbianus) were rare in the Hooper Bay region during the summer of 1924. Through the
efforts of the Alaska Game Commission much greater protection has been given the species
in recent years. Due to this protection and the decreased shooting by Eskimos, the species
has increased a great deal during the past decade. Henry Kyllingstad, teacher at Mountain
Village on the lower Yukon from 1942 through 1948, stated that he had seen a remarkable
increase while he was there.

On an hour trip at Bethel June 4, 1946, I observed 2 swans just north of the village.
On an all-day hike June 5, 1946, at Johnson River I flushed 15 swans, all feeding on lakes
southwest of our cabin. They were in pairs except for 1 individual. They were on the move
at 3:24 am., 5:05 a.m., 5:22 a.m., and 5:35 a.m. Their calls resembled “O-0-0-0-0-0a"" or
“G00-00-00-2”.  When they rose from the water the pounding of their wings on the surface
was plainly audible from .50 to .75 mile away. Many of the lakes and streams west of John-
son River (30 miles west of Bethel) were frozen, which could account for the concentration
of swans at that time. During 165 hours in the field at Johnson River between June 4 and
20, I observed 30 swans (observations on 6 of 17 days), an average of 0.18 per hour. No
swans were seen during the plane trip from Bethel to Johnson River and return.

During a 125 mile flight from Bethel to Chevak (just east of Hooper Bay) on June 20, 1946,
2 pairs and 3 single birds were seen. One was sitting on a nest near the shore of a small lake,
while its mate was feeding along the shore.

On June 21, 1946 I flew from Chevak to Mountain Village, a distance of 85 miles, observing
the greatest concentration of swans—8 single individuals and 8 couples—, totaling 24, and
probably representing 8 to 16 pairs. As a rule they were feeding on small lakes. Two were
sitting on nests, 1 of which was on an island about 9 feet long near the shore. It was well
lined with down, and when we flew over, the adult slid off into the water. We passed over
her so swiftly, though, that she returned immediately to the plainly discernible eggs. The
other swan had built her own island in the marshy lake border. It was a large mass of vegeta-
tion several feet across and also contained eggs. The incubating swan slid off the eggs as
we came into sight but returned immediately after we had passed. Her mate was feeding
only about 300 feet away. At the second nest the swan’s mate was not observed. We did
not observe any swans on this trip after crossing the Yukon.

On June 22, we flew from Mountain Village to Marshall, a distance of 60 miles, observing
only 1 swan, and that on the south side of the Yukon. From Marshall to Bethel, another
57 miles, an area with a few scattered stunted spruces, but still tundra in nature, we ohserved
3 groups of 2 swans.—LAWRENCE H. WaLkINsHAW, 1703 Central Tower, Battle Creek,
Michigan.

TWO BIRDS NEW FOR THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY

On May 13, 1939, a storm of great violence struck Green Island in Laguna Madre, Texas.
The following morning a great concentration of passerine birds covered the island. Among
the multitudes of warblers, orioles, flycatchers, and other land birds was a small flock of male
Bobolinks (Dolichonyx oryzivorus). The local authorities stated that to their knowledge
this was the first record of the Bobolink for the county, and probably for the entire Rio Grande
valley.

On May 6, 1948, while driving from Port Isabel to San Benito we came upon an adult
Sooty Tern (Sierna fuscata) resting on the road. This individual could not have been in
good physical condition for I barely missed catching it in my hands. Aided by a strong wind,
the bird just managed to rise and sailed off with an unsteady flight over extensive chaparral



