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from its breeding grounds,spendingsome time, and then returning. The best term
for such an unorthodox migrant would seem to be “autumn visitant.”
For the privilege of examining specimensand notes, I am indebted to L. C.
Sanford, Gale Monson, E. C. Jacot, Randolph Jenks, Mr. and Mrs. Hugh P.
Dearing, Mr. and Mrs. William X. Foerster, Mr. and Mrs. Ross J. Thornburg, and
the authorities of the American Museum of Natural History, the United States
National Museum, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.-Arm
R. PHILLIPS,
Museum

of Northern

Arizona, Flagstaff, Arizona.

Air speed of Belted Kingfisher.-In
the spring of 1946 while travelling in
central Colorado, a companion and I recorded the speed of a Belted Kingfisher
(Ceuyle a2cyon) as it flew for a distance along U. S. Route 50 in the Arkansas
River Canyon between Canon City and Salida. For severalmiles the canyon walls
are very precipitous,rising a thousand feet or more from the stream bed. Passing
through this, the deepestpart of the canyon, where the road is separatedby only
a few feet from the river, we noticed a Belted Kingfisher flying upstream in a
course parallel to our car. We were travelling at 3@ miles per hour when the
bird, flying with apparent ease, came in range of our vision from behind. To
keep pace with the bird we increasedour speed to 35 and then to 40 miles per
hour. At this speed we stayed abreast of the bird for 1.8 miles before it again
drew ahead of the car. We increasedour speedto 45 miles per hour and were thus
able to follow it 0.4 mile farther, when we were forced to reduce speed because
of a rock slide partially blocking the highway, and the Kingfisher was lost to
view. I estimated that the Kingiisher had been flying with a wind velocity of one
to three miles per hour to assist hi.
In all, we had successfullyfollowed this bird for a total distance of 2.2 miles
from the point of first observation. At no time had the distance between us
and the bird been greater than 10 or 12 yards. In order to maintain this distance it had been necessaryfor us to increaseour speedfrom 30 to 40 and finally
to 45 miles per hour. D. D. McLean (1930. Gull, 12, No. 3: [p. 21) recorded
“steady level flight” of 36 miles per hour for the Belted Kingfisher (in California).
All during our observation the Kingfisher flew with apparent ease and remained
between 10 and 15 feet above the water’s surface, following each curve and bend
of the river consistently. It showed no alarm or anxiety becauseof the nearness
of the automobile. Observation and alertness,however, were evident in the continual turning of its head from side to side during the flight.-Lxx J. BURLAND,
138%

River

Street, Oneonta, New

York.

Purple Martins feeding on emerging may-flies.--Gn the evening of August 2, 1946, I observedat Shafer Lake, White County, Indiana, what I at first
supposedwas a large feeding school of white bass (Lepibema chrysops) about a
third of a mile from my boat. (These basstravel about open water in schoolsand
in the summer months feed at the surface, making splashesthat can be seen from
a considerabledistance,) On closer approach, however, I found that the splashes
I had observedwere being made by Purple Martins (Puognesubis) and a smaller
speciesof swallow (either Bank or Rough-winged) which were feeding on mayflies (Ephemeroptera) that were coming to the surface to molt. This emergence
was taking place along the east shore of the lake for about 1,000 yards and out
into the lake for perhaps 400 yards. Often the birds picked the insects from the
water, making hardly a splash. Almost as often, however, they made a large
splash, sometimes almost disappearingbeneath the water. The flies actually on

