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The second nest was found May 2, 400 yards from the first nest, and 30 feet 
from a Canadian Thistle patch. It contained one egg. On May 7, when the female 
was flushed, it contained three eggs. The female at this nest had no tail feathers 
and was easily distinguished from the female of Nest 1. The very light-colored 
male that had so vigorously defended Nest 1 also defended Nest 2. It made no 
difference which one I approached first nor how often I walked from one 
nest to the other: he always attacked with the same vigor, diving repeatedly as I 
came near either nest. Each female, however, was concerned only when her own 
nest was approached. 

Both nests were kept under observation until May 7, when some students shot 
the female of Nest 1. After this female had been killed, the male did not protest 
my trespassing on the area around Nest 1, but he continued to protect the remain- 
ing female and nest until May 11, when both he and the female were discovered 
dead, probably shot by students. 

At no time was there observed another male Marsh Hawk in the vicinity that 
took any interest whatever in either nest.-CrrARtxs F. Yoco~, Department of 
Zoology, State College of Washington, Pullman, Washington. 

Flight of a hunting Marsh Hawk.-At about IO:30 A.M. on December 27, 
1943, I was driving northward towards Defiance (Defiance County, Ohio) when 
I saw an adult male Marsh Hawk (Circus h&o&s) rise from a field and begin 
flying in a line with my car. It continued for Z%o miles in the direction I was 
going, thus enabling me to make the following observations on the correlation of 
speed and type of flight with kind of hunting territory covered. 

The hawk’s flight speed was: over plowed fields or fields of shocked corn, 
between 30 and 35 m.p.h.; over short-grass pastures, between 25 and 32 (usually 
about 27) m.p.h.; over wheat-stubble fields, between 20 and 25 m.p.h.; over 
weedy or fallow fields (where chances of obtaining food would presumably be 
best), between 12 and 18 m.p.h. The flight, over plowed fields, was straight, and 
over stubble fields somewhat zigzag; over weedy or fallow fields, the hawk zig- 
zagged across a path about 75 feet wide. Because of this beating back and forth, 
the actual speed of flight over weedy or fallow fields would be greater than the 
12 to 18 m.p.h. recorded by the speedometer of the car, which was following a 
straight course. The average speed for the 2l/io-mile stretch was 23 m.p.h. 
The hawk was flying at heights between 5 and 30 (usually about 20) feet above 
the ground, except on one occasion, when it described a small circle and came to 
within 2 feet of the ground to look over something which had attracted it. At 
the end of the flight, the hawk made an unsuccessful pounce for prey, rose, and 
then flew off in a westerly direction. 

The hawk’s flight was north by west, the wind direction west by south 
(therefore from the bird’s left, and at a 90” angle). Wind velocity was less than 
5 m.p.h., air temperature, 35” F. Fog made visibility poor-objects at a distance 
of less than half a mile disappearing from my view. The ground was not frozen 
and was free of Snow.-MILTON B. TRAUTMAN, F. T. Stone Laboratory, Put-in- 
Bay, Ohio. 

Knot in Auglaize County, Ohio.-During the morning of September 10, 1943, 
a group of five Knots (Calidris can&us rufus) flew into the State Fish Farm from 
Lake St. Marys, Auglaize County, Ohio. Since their wariness prevented close obser- 
vation, one was shot for identification. The skin is now in the Ohio State Museum 
at Columbus. My search through the literature has revealed only two other records 
for this species from the central portion of Ohio: Wheaton (“Birds of Ohio,” 1882: 
478) recorded it from the Licking Reservoir, Buckeye Lake, May 27, 1878; and 
Blincoe (Auk, 48, 1931: 596) noted it at the lake at Englewood dam, Montgomery 
County, August 17, 1927.-CLAaanca F. CLARK, Ohio Division of Conservation and 
Natural Resources, St. Marys, Ohio. 


