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Roseate Spoonbills Transported Northward by Ship.—Chester S, Lawton of
the cable division of Western Union has reported to me an interesting case of
Roseate Spoonbills (4jaia ajaja) being accidentally transported far north of their
normal range.

Captain Bredin Delap and Second Officer W. McGarva report that at sunset on
the evening of January 18, 1943, while the cable ship Cyrus Field was in the
Florida Straits (26° 56’ N., 79° 36’ W.; 25 miles offshore), three Roseate Spoonbills
approached the ship from the southwest, circled it once, and flew away to the
northeast. The weather was moderate, the wind in the southeast. The next morning
at 7:00 amM. (29° 32’ N, 79° 45" W.; 67 miles offshore), three Spoonbills, pre-
sumably the same individuals, boarded the ship and perched on the lifeboat davits.
The weather was then cloudy and squally, the wind in the south. The Spoonbills
seemed very tired, and the men tried to feed them, but the birds would not touch
food or water. During the day one of the Spoonbills was captured, taken below,
and fed. At 5:00 p.M. the two free birds were accidentally frightened from the
ship. By that time the wind was strong, and from the northwest. The birds seemed
unable to regain the ship and were last seen flying southeast (31° 03’ N., 79° 22’
W.; 95 miles offshore). The third Spoonbill escaped shortly before noon the next
day (January 20) in about the latitude of Charleston, South Carolina (32° 42’ N,,
76° 477 W.; 92 miles offshore).

The identification of the Spoonbills is conclusively demonstrated by photographs
submitted by Captain Delap. Perhaps similar, but unrecorded, incidents would ac-
count for some of those extra-limital records of various species in ornithological
literature which are now supposed to represent natural biological distribution.—
JosseLyn Van TynE, University of Michigan Museum of Zoology, Ann Arbor,
Michigan.

The Little Brown Crane in Ohio.—Robert Goslin, of Columbus, Ohio, has re-
cently sent to the National Museum for identification another small lot of bird
bones from archeological excavations at the Feurt Village site in Clay Township,
Scioto County, southern Ohio, a locality from which many vertebrate remains have
been obtained. Among the forms represented I find a complete left humerus col-
lected by Dr. Stanley Copeland, of Columbus, and a nearly complete pelvis secured
by H. R. McPkerson, of Columbus, that come from the Little Brown Crane (Grus
canadensis canadensis). The occurrence of this bird in Ohio has previously been
open to question. J. W. Aldrich of the Fish and Wildlife Service informs me that
the only record he has seen is that of Oliver Davie, who says: “I mounted a speci-
men of this bird which was taken in the spring of 1884 from a flock of seven birds
near Springfield, Ohio. It is a rare migrant in the state.” (Nests and Eggs of North
American Birds, 1898, page 121.) Aldrich tells me that he has not been able to find
that this record had been confirmed by other students, and that it has not been
currently accepted.

On comparison with modern skeletons of the Sandhill and Little Brown Cranes,
the bones listed above are easily identified by their small size, in which they agree
completely with the latter form. They thus make a substantiating record for the
occurrence of the Little Brown Crane in Ohio.

From the Feurt excavations there come also three radii that from their large
size are obviously the Sandhill Crane. The Indian hunters then, obtained both forms
of these birds in this region in the fifteenth or sixteenth centuries. ALEXANDER WET-
MORE, U. S. National Museum, Washington, D. C.

Coots Killed Under Unusual Circumstances.—Although Coots (Fulica
americana) becoming enmeshed in vegetation and strangling to death is probably
only an occasional cause of mortality, the instance which I observed is of interest.
While making brood counts and nesting observations on waterfowl in Mud Lake,



128 THE WILSON BULLETIN

June, 1943
. 55, No. 2

Vol
near Ruthven, Iowa, July 16, 1939, I found a dead Coot of between six and seven
weeks of age suspended by the neck on a piece of reed grass (Phragmites com-
munis). The lower one-third of the Coot’s body was in the water. Just above and
back of the bird was a large platform nest about 24 to 30 inches above the water,
built by piling stalks on the base of a smashed clump of reed grass. The bird, using
this as a roosting platform, had undoubtedly in jumping off the nest become
snared in the loop of reed grass.

Another unusual cause of death among Coots was observed several times dur-
ing the course of waterfowl investigations in Iowa marshes. On two occasions
during the summer of 1939, and once during 1940, I came across Coots hanging
from a barbed wire fence which crossed the marshland in Clay County known as
Barringer’s Slough. Upon closer examination I found that two of these birds had
apparently hit the barbs on the wire, which were pointing upward at about 45
degree angles. The barbs tore into the skin of the lower neck, and the birds had
swung once completely around the wire, and were thus fastened very securely to it.
The other bird had not gone completely around the wire but had caught on a hori-
zontal barb and had fallen over the wire to the side opposite the barb. How long
the birds struggled before death overtook them is not known.

On another occasion, several Coots from a flock of about 25 or 30 flying low
over the marsh were seen to strike the fence, but none was caught on the barbs.
How many birds struck the fence for each one caught is problematical. It is con-
ceivable that injury and death to birds from striking these wires might in a season
reach numbers sufficiently large to make justification of the barbed wire across this
waterfowl habitat highly questionable.—~Jessor B. Low, lllinois State Natural His-
tory Survey, Natural Resources Building, Urbana, Illinois.

Greater Yellow-legs as a Fish-eater.—Most shore birds generally feed upon
insects and other invertebrate life. The Greater Yellow-legs (Totanus melanoleucus)
is quite adaptable, however, and occasionally an individual is found feeding upon a
type of food that may be considered far removed from its normal diet.

On September 3, 1942, at Lac aux Morts (Lake Alice), Ramsey County, North
Dakota, I observed a Greater Yellow-legs standing in about 2 inches of water and
feeding upon fish. During the short period of 15 minutes that this bird was under
observation, it consumed eight small minnows. The bird caught the fish at right
angles to its bill, then skillfully turned the fish so that the head was swallowed
first—CrARENCE CortAM, Fish and Wildlife Service, Chicago, Illinois.

Purple Sandpipers at Richmond Beach, Ohio.—About 30 miles east of Cleve-
land the Grand River empties into Lake Erie at Fairport Harbor. The town of
Fairport is on the east, the village of Richmond on the west. A large turning-
basin for ore boats has been dredged out at the mouth of the river, and in order
to protect this basin from the prevailing currents, which would soon fill it up with
sand, a huge stone pier has been built out into Lake Erie for several hundred feet.
Since the lake’s outlet is to the east of the pier a long sand beach, known as
Richmond Beach, has gradually formed to the west. The pier itself is made of
large blocks of stone laid without mortar joints, and has many large cracks and
crevices. The sides slope downwards to about water level, where the base extends
outward on each side for about four feet forming flat stone strips which are covered
with algae. On these four-foot strips and on Richmond Beach itself, other observers
and I have made a number of records of the Purple Sandpiper (4drquatella maritima)
since 1937—which are, I believe, the only modern records for this bird in Ohio.
They are as follows: one sandpiper seen on December 27, 1937, and one on January
2, 1938 (James Akers); four seen on November 13, 1933 (Mr. and Mrs. M. B.
Skaggs, Isabelle Hellwig, and Ralph O’Reilly) ; two, November 19, 1938 (Mr. and



