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ORNITHOLOGICAL LITERATURE*

CaraLocue orF BIrps oF THE AMERICAS AND THE ADJACENT IsLanps, By Charles E.
Hellmayr and Boardman Conover. Field Museum of Natural History, Zool.
Series, 13, part 1, number 1: vi 4 636 pp. April 30, 1942, $5.09 postpaid.

After some unavoidable delay this keenly anticipated volume of the “Catalogue”
by Hellmayr and Conover has appeared, and that it fully lives up to the standard
set by previous parts goes without saying. The matter contained deals with the
Orders Rheiformes, Tinamiformes, Galliformes, Gruiformes, and Columbiformes.
The sequence of families and genera within these Orders follows that of Peters’
“Birds of the World,” though the grouping of the Orders themselves necessarily
throws them, and the Orders to follow in future volumes, out of the Peters
sequence. Presumably, this departure is to take full advantage of Mr. Conover’s
extensive knowledge of certain groups: in any event the arrangement will cause
no inconvenience of moment to the public for whom the work is intended. The
species and subspecies arrangement within the families adheres in the main to
that of Peters, but some variation is to be noted here and there. One new name is
proposed: Penelope dabbenei to replace Penelope nigrifrons Dabbene (not of Lesson,
1831).

In spite of ‘the dual authorship, the method of treatment remains the same
as in preceding volumes. The bibliographic references are invaluable and the com-
mentaries which occur as footnotes on almost every page constitute at times almost
a systematic review of a genus or species, although this the authors modestly deny
in their preface. As in previous volumes, too, there is emphasis (it will be called
over-emphasis in some quarters) on the use of trinomials for forms which are
believed to be representative, whether or not intergradation has been shown. The
application of this principle is too controversial a subject to be discussed in a
short review. Individual systematists will, as always, follow their own beliefs and
certainly none can quarrel with Hellmayr and Conover for so consistently follow-
ing theirs.

So far as the territory covered by the American Ornithologists’ Union “Check-
list” is concerned, there seems to be only one basic name change. Transfer of the
old, familiar name of the White-faced Glossy Ibis to the Limpkins (p. 301) is to
be regretted but there is no alternative under existing rules. The races of the
Rock Ptarmigan, nelsoni, kellogae, and dixoni are united (p. 205) under the single
name of ‘americanus Audubon. However, this and a number of other items rela-
tive to the inclusion or rejection of proposed subspecies, and of the reduction to
subspecific status of forms now carried as species, are matters which will doubtless
receive due consideration from the Committee on Classification and Nomenclature
in preparing the next edition of the “Check-list.”

Typographically, the work is a product of the Field Museum Press, a fact which
makes further comment in this respect superfluous—A. J. van Rossem.

Lire Histories oF NorRTE AMERICAN FLYCATCHERs, LARKS, SWALLOWS, AND THEIR
Arrres. OrpEr PasserrrormEes. By Arthur Cleveland Bent. United States
National Museum Bulletin 179, 1942. xi 4+ 555 pp., 70 plates. $1.00. Supt. of
Documents, Washington, D.C.

Persons already familiar with the Bent Life Histories require no reminder of
the appearance of new volumes, but newcomers to bird study need to learn of them
early if they are to get copies. The accelerated rate of issue of recent numbers
brings reassurance that we may soon have the completed series. Already this is
becoming the most widely sought work on American birds.

Accommodation to an expanding field of study is shown in part by the tendency
to use more help in the preparation. Mr. Bent recognizes that accounts written

1 For additional reviews see pages 161, 182, and 210.
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by a person thoroughly familiar with the species may be more satisfactory than
ones prepared chiefly with compiled material. Since his own experience was not
sufficient for every species, he has solicited at least thirteen accounts for this
volume, and these adhere closely to the arrangement of material adopted for this
volume. Especially notable for its thoroughness and originality is the chapter on
the Prairie Horned Lark by Gayle Pickwell.

Source materials for this work have been modified greatly by discoveries and
changes in mode of study, which came soon after the start of its preparation.
Retention of the original plan and objectives, however, has made the life histories
more valuable than if they had been changed to meet the demands of some recent
fad.

A reader is not likely to be equally interested in all the accounts. For example,
the reviewer found that of the 47 species treated he was unfamiliar with 18,
slightly familiar with 6, familiar with 17, and had conducted prolonged studies of
6. He turned first to the last group of life histories, and he has not yet read any
of the first group!

The task of finding and sorting information has become too great to expect all
the important items to be included for any species. Even though the assembly
has been done remarkably well, we wonder sometimes what basis has been used
for acceptance or rejection of material, especially in the distributional section.
Published records, in some instances, extend the areas or seasons given. Some
records cited, which are marginal, would carry reassurance if accompanied by some
reference to the authority or place of publication. This applies especially to the
flycatchers, A suspicion that the nest shown at the top of plate seven was not
that of the Cassin Kingbird was verified when Mrs. Grinnell learned from the
photographer that the locality was Wild Horse Mountain, about five miles west of
Clear Lake, Modoc County, in the northeast corner of California, and that he
took the parent bird to be an Arkansas Kingbird.

It seems obvious that insufficient basis is available to justify writing a history
for each geographic race of the passerine birds. Modification of the plan so as to
treat full species as units would condense the books and make them of considerably
greater usefulness. The features of behavior treated rarely are known well enough
to permit adequate treatment for separate races. The user of the work might be
grateful also if the accounts of distribution were simplified. He will consider the
volume not as an index to all facts concerning flycatchers, larks, and swallows, but
as a valuable abstract of the hidden published knowledge of those birds.—Jean M.
Linsdale.

NEestiNG Birps anND THE VEGETATION SuBsTRATE. By William J. Beecher. Chicago
Ornithological Society. 1942: 6 x 9 in., 1-69 pp., 1 pl, 10 figs. $1.00 at Field
Museum Book Shop.

The quality of the groundwork for part, at least, of this paper is indicated by
the number of nests found on the 482 acre study area: about 500 in 1935, about
700 in 1936; in 1937, the one year on which the paper is based, 1332 nests are
tabulated, although the text (pp. 1 and 2) says “more than twelve hundred de-
termined to exist” of which “over 85 per cent . . . were actually found”. The
description of plant succession, both geologic and modern, on the area is inter-
estingly and thoroughly done; the account of the present plant communities and
their general relations to nesting is good, barring a few questionable interpreta-
tions stated baldly as fact. There follows a section in which for each nesting bird
is listed the total number of nests, the number in each cover type and the number
of acres of that type, the calculated number of nests per hundred acres, and the
number of acres (all cover types together) per nest.

The value of this section is reduced by a “correction” of the acreage of some
of the cover types, a correction which works in one direction only. That is, about
45 per cent of two marsh communities was considered to be “unavailable to
ground nesting birds,” hence omitted from the total acreage, because of unusually
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high water, while a neighboring area which “proved unusually attractive” for
nesting that year was included at face value (p. 15). “Likewise, because most of
it occurred in strips along roads or railway embankments and was clearly unused
by birds for other reasons” (p. 28)—whatever that means—about 51 per cent of
the prairie disclimax was thrown out. The same half-logic shows up in the nest
density figures. Acres-per-nest was worked out to two decimals, even in the case
of single nests, giving the appearance of extreme precision; yet the nesting density
of the Prothonotary Warbler was calculated by dividing the number of nests into
the total acreage of “Modified Woodland” (mainly “of the oak-hickory type”
(p. 24)), of which only a part fronts on water.

A further refinement of the basic data follows in the addition of a numerical
value “feet of edge per acre,” determined by dividing the total boundary of all the
scattered blocks of a particular community by the total acreage of that com-
munity; a table was made to show, for each plant community, the actual acreage,
the “available” (i.e., “corrected”) acreage, the number of feet of edge per acre, and
the number of nests of each species, distinguishing between first nests and later or
dummy nests.

In analyzing his data, Beecher limited himself almost entirely to the single
aspect of nesting cover, the “vegetation substrate” of the title. His main points are
two-—an attempt to measure more exactly the importance of edge, or mixture of
cover types, and to show the relation between inherited nest patterns and plant
life-forms as the determining factor in nest distribution—neither of which could be
proved by one year’s study on a single small area, particularly when that year
was one in which “the water table in May stood six inches higher than normal”
(p. 15).

To measure edge effect quantitatively, Beecher converted the number of feet
of edge per acre (using the “corrected” figures) to feet of edge per 100 acres, for
comparison with the calculated number of nests per 100 acres. A scatter-plot based
on these figures is said to show a definite, positive correlation between feet-of-
edge and nest-density, but since at least two other variables (different kinds of
cover, different kinds of birds) are also involved, the conclusion seems too strongly
stated. Attempting to measure even more closely, he took a 38 acre sample
(mostly marsh) and didived it into quarter acre quadrats, in each of which he
counted both the number of plant communities and the number of nests; analysis
of these data gave a more precise and quantitative expression of the original con-
clusion. Unfortunately—and one has to turn back 25 pages to find this—the sample
plot contains a large amount of the “unavailable” cover thrown out earlier, as
well as the 11 acres that were that year “unusually attractive” for nesting. This
time, the “unavailable” acres are counted in.

Beecher’s discussion of his second major thesis is stimulating but inexcusably
one-sided. Thus, those species which nest earliest do so “because they are notably
independent of vegetation of the year” (p. 48): there is no mention, much less
disproof, of the possibility that they may seem independent because physiologically
they must nest early and must take their nesting cover as they find it. Again, a
half-page or so develops the theory that the Prairie Marsh Wren prefers to nest
in Typha and Carex lacustris because these plants are particularly suited to its
nest-building habits; the fact that the Short-billed Marsh Wren, with a very
similar nest, uses a different sort of cover is dismissed in a few lines, “its prime
requirement being a drier situation” (p. 54)—debatable, at the least.

There are many other instances of careless thinking, and several of careless
workmanship. One example of the latter: in the text-references to the bibliography
I counted 20 mistakes, including references to four papers that were not listed at all.

There is material here for a fine paper on a local nesting study, and a begin-
ning toward a much broader exploration of the factors which underly the selection
of nesting cover. The one needs only a further analysis of data already in hand,
but the other enjoins a great deal more of both digestion and assimilation. Their
present mésalliance is not ready for serious consideration.—F. N. Hamerstrom, Jr.
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SHORT PAPERS

AvrpricH, JouN W. New Bobwhite from Northeastern Mexico. Proc. Biol. Soc.
Wash., 55, June 25, 1942: 67-70. (Colinus virginianus aridus from Tamaulipas).

Brarry, HARRY A. New Bird Records and Some Notes for the Virgin Islands. Jour.
Agric. Univ. Puerto Rico, 25, 1941: 32-36.

Bemre, Witriam H. Distribution and Variation of the Horned Larks (Otocoris
alpestris) of Western North America. Uwniv. Calif. Publ. Zool., 46, No. 3;
205-316, 13 text figs. $1.25. (A scholarly, modern revision of the horned larks
of the A. O. U. Checklist area west of the ranges of hoyti, enthymia, leu-
colaema, and giraudi. The author recognizes the forms listed in the 1931
Checklist and also lamprochroma, utahensis, and sierrae).

Bownp, James. Additional Notes on West Indian Birds. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila.,
94, 1942: 89-106. (A supplement to the author’s 1940 Checklist).

Bray, Crarres W. and W. R. TuurrLow. Temporary Deafness in Birds. Auk, 59,
No. 3, July, 1942: 379-387.

BroDkORB, PIERCE. A Revisionary Study of the Wren Thryothorus pleurostictus.
Univ. Mich. Mus. Zool. Occ. Papers No. 459, July 21, 1942: 1-20, map.
(T. p. oaxacae subsp. nov. from Oaxaca; T. p. acaciarum subsp. nov. from
Chiapas).

Brooks, Arran. The Status of the Northwestern Crow. Condor, 44, No. 4, July,
1942: 166-7.

Brooks, Maurice and Bavarp H. Ceristy. Sutton’s Warbler Again. Cardinal, 5,
No. 8, July, 1942: 187-9.

CapBury, JosepH M. Arthur Cope Emlen: 1882-1941. Cassinia, No. 31, 1938-41:
17-18, one pl.

CHANCE, Encar P, and Harry W, Hanx., The European Cuckoo and the Cowbird.
Bird Banding, 13, No. 3, July, 1942: 99-103.

CHuristy, Bavarp H. The Cardinal: The Bird Itself. Cardinal, 5, No. 8, July, 1942:
173-186, illus. :

Cowan, I. McT. Food Habits of the Barn Owl in British Columbia. Murrelet, 23,
No. 2, 1942: 48-53.

Daxg, Paur D., W. K. CLARKE, Jr., and L. J. Korscucen. Food Habits of the Wild
Turkey in Missouri as Determined by Dropping Analysis. Jouwr. Wildlife
Management, 6, No. 3, July, 1942: 237-243.

Davis, Davip E. The Phylogeny of Social Nesting Habits in the Crotophaginae.
Quart. Rev. Biol., 17, No. 2, June, 1942: 115-134.

Davis, Davip E. A New Census Method Applied to Cuban Birds. Ecology, 23,
No. 3, July, 1942: 370-376.

EcksteIN, GusTav. Bath Habits of Canaries. Amer. Nat., 76, May, 1942: 330-332.

Exrunp, Cart R. Ecological and Mortality Factors Affecting the Nesting of the
Chinese Pheasant in the Willamette Valley, Oregon. Jour. Wildlife Manage-
ment, 6, No. 3, July, 1942: 225-230.

EMieN, J. T. Jr. and F. W. Lorenz. Pairing Responses of Free-Living Valley Quail
to Sex-Hormone Pellet Implants. Auk, 59, No. 3, July, 1942: 369-378.

Hamves, R. L. Studies of the Long-eared Owl. Cassinia, No. 31, 1938-41: 12-16,
one pl. (In New Jersey).

HesArp, FrREDERICK V. Winter Birds of the Okefinokee and Coleraine. A Prelimin-
ary Checklist of the Winter Birds of the Interior of Southeastern Georgia.
Ga. Soc. of Naturalists, Bull. No. 3, 1941. pp. 84 4 x, 3 folding maps. Ad-
dress: P. W. Fattig, Curator-Librarian, Emory University, Ga. (A carefully
annotated list of 169 forms).

Henpricks, G. BartrerT. Field List of the Birds of Berkshire County, Massachu-
setts, Publ. by Berkshire Museum, Pittsfield, Mass. 1941. 22 pp.

HrrmaN, CarLtoN M., HarrY A. JankiEwicz, and Roy W. Saarni. Coccidiosis in
California Quail. Condor, 44, No. 4, July, 1942: 168-71.
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HomMmes, R. C. Sex Ratios in Winter Duck Flocks. Brit. Birds, 36, No. 3, Aug.,
1942; 42-50.

Host, PER. Effect of Light on the Moults and Sequences of Plumage in the Willow
Ptarmigan. Auk, 59, No. 3, July, 1942: 388-403, pls. 12, 13.

KnowrtoN, GEORGE F. and F. C. HarmstoN. Insect Food of the Rock Wren.
Great Basin Naturalist, 3, No. 1, June, 1942: 22. (In Utah).

Lawvg, Hammiton M. Birds of the Coast of Central British Columbia. Condor, 44,
No. 4, July, 1942: 175-181, figs. 61-64.

Lincorw, FrepErick C. Bird Migration in the Western Hemisphere. (Preceded by a
Spanish version). Publ. by Seccion Panamericana del Comite Internacional Para
Preservacion de Aves, T. Gilbert Pearson, Presidente, 1006 Fifth Ave., New
York. (12 pp., 2 maps).

Loverr, HarvEy B. The Nesting of the Starling in Kentucky. Kentucky Warbler,
18, No. 3, 1942: 29-34, photo.

Lowe, W. P. Barred Tails in Birds. Ibis, 1942, July: 437-439.

Lupwic, FREDERICK E. An Improved Method of Determining Band Numbers on
Illegible Bands. Bird Banding, 13, No. 3, July 1942: 103—4.

Mason, EpwiNn A. Recoveries from Migrating Bronzed Grackles. Bird Banding, 13,
No. 3, July, 1942: 105-7.

Micrer, ApEN H. Differentiation of the Oven-birds of the Rocky Mountain Re-
gion. Condor, 44, No. 4, July, 1942: 185-6. (Seiurus aurocapillus cinereus
subsp. nov. from Montana).

NESTLER, R. B.,, W. W. BanLEy, and Harorp E. McCrLURE. Protein Requirements
of Bobwhite Chicks for Survival, Growth, and Efficiency of Feed Utilization.
Jour. Wildlife Management, 6, No. 3, July, 1942: 185-193.

NickeLL, WALTER P. Some Observations on Bird Populations and the Scarcity of
Four Species of Michigan Moths. Jack Pine Warbler, 20, No. 2, April, 1942:
35-38.

Pairrirs, AriaN R. The Races of Empidonax affiinis. Auk, 59, No. 3, July, 1942:
424-428. (Empidonax affinis vigensis subsp. nov. from Veracruz).

Pickens, A. L. Life Zones and the Distribution of Birds. Kentucky Warbler, 18,
No. 3, 1942: 34-6.

PrreLka, Frank A. High Population of Breeding Birds within an Artificial Habitat.
Condor, 44, No. 4, July, 1942; 172-174, (California).

Ranp, A. L. Nest Sanitation and an Alleged Releaser. Auk, 59, No. 3, July, 1942:
404-409.

Ranp, A. L. Some Notes on Bird Behavior. Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., 79, 1942,
art. 8: 517-524.

ReuN, James A. G. Witmer Stone (1866-1939). Cassinic, No. 31, 1938-41:
1-11, one pL.

Remmany, Epwarp J. Some Studies on the Eastern Crow. Cassinia, No. 31,

1938-41: 19-24, one fig.

RicueARrDSON, FrANK. Adaptive Modifications for Tree-trunk Foraging in Birds.
Univ. Calif. Publ. Zool., 46, No. 4, 1942: 317-368, pls. 2324, 16 text figs. $ .75.
(A valuable study of anatomical adaptations in Dryobates, Dendrocolaptes,
Sitta, Certhia, and Thryomanes).

Roor, Oscar M. The Bog Birds of Cheboygan County, Michigan. Jack Pine
Warbler, 20, No. 2, April 1942: 39-44,

SxurcH, ALexanper F. Life History of the Mexican Trogon. duk, 59, No. 3, July
1942: 341-363, pls. 10, 11.

Sriep, JorNn W. The Tube-nosed Swimmers of Puget Sound. Murrelet, 23, No. 2,
1942: 54-59.

Smrre, WENDELL P. Nesting Habits of the Eastern Phoebe. Auk, 59, No. 3, July,
1942: 410-417.

SToNER, DavTON. Behavior of Young Bank Swallows After First Leaving the Nest.
Bird Banding, 13, No. 3, July, 1942: 107-10, figs. 1-2.
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SurroN, GeorcE M. and PeErry W. GiceerT. The Brown Jay’s Furcular Pouch.
Condor, 44, No. 4, July, 1942; 160-165, figs. 58-60. (Psilorhinus morio).
SurronN, GeEorGE M. and TmHoMAs D. BurieicH. Birds Recorded in the Federal
District and States of Puebla and Mexico by the 1939 Semple Expedition. Auk,

59, No. 3, July, 1942: 418-423.

Wiraerey, H. F. Moorhen Moving Eggs and Its Method of Taking Air When
Submerged. Brit. Birds, 36, No. 2, July, 1942: 39-40. (Gallinula c. chloropus).

WortH, C. BRoOKE. Notes on Hummingbirds at Chiriqui, Panama. Auk, 59, No. 3,
July, 1942: 364-368.

Work, Terrorp H. and Arsert J. Woor. The Nest Life of the Turkey Vulture.
Condor, 44, No. 4, July, 1942: 149159, figs. 51-57. (California).

WETMORE, ALEXANDER. Descriptions of Three Additional Birds from Southern
Veracruz. Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., 55, Aug. 13, 1942: 105-108. (New sp. and
subsp.: Myioborus miniatus molochinus, Saltator atriceps suffuscus, and Atla-
petes apertus).

Yeates, G. K. The Short-eared Owl. Nai. Hist., 50, No. 1, June, 1942: 46-49,
6 photos. (Scotland),
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The following gifts have been received recently:
W. Lee Chambers—Dawson’s “Birds of California”
Ross Hardy—3 reprints
Frederick V. Hebard—1 bulletin
G. Bartlett Hendricks—1 pamphlet
Frederick E. Ludwig-~1 reprint
National Research Council—1 bulletin
Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr.—11 reprints
Grace V. Sharritt—1 pamphlet
0. A. Stevens—1 pamphlet



