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Mockingbirds in Western lowa.—Two Mockingbirds (Mimus polyglottos)
were observed at Luton, Iowa, about five miles east of Brown’s Lake in Woodbury
County on August 5, 1937. They first attracted my attention by their song, which
I mistook for that of a Catbird. When the buzzing song of a Grasshopper Spar-
row issued from the same spot I decided to investigate. The birds were found
perched in full view in the top of a box elder tree. The second bird was not
singing nearly as much as the first. My brother and I followed the first bird for
about half an hour during which time it imitated the Mourning Dove, Red-headed
Woodpecker, Bob-white, and Blue Jay, as well as the Grasshopper Sparrow which
is quite common in the pasture adjoining the feed lot trees where these birds were
seen. | uncovered three nests of the Grasshopper Sparrow while mowing the pas-
ture the week of June 21-26. One Mockingbird was seen again in the afterncon
and while it sang many notes which we could not identify with those of any
other bird, it did no imitations that we had not heard that morning. The next
day they could not be found~-WiLrrep D. Crass, Sioux City, lowa.

Unusual Shore Birds in Jefferson County, West Virginia.—The Federal
Fish Hatchery at Leetown, West Virginia, has some forty acres of breeding ponds.
During late August these ponds are drained, leaving an expanse of mud quite
suitable for shore birds. Migrants that are unusual, or rarely seen in the sur-
rounding country, are often quite common on the mud flats at the hatchery. A
rather heavy and varied migration of shore birds was noted here this fall. Three
species seem worthy of note:

Red-backed Sandpiper (Pelidna alpina sakhalina). One was seen October
14, 1937, feeding in company with Pectoral Sandpipers (Pisobia melanotos). From
October 15 to 17, two individuals were seen. The only other record for this
species in the state is a bird found dead at Weston, Lewis County, in November,
1914, which was identified by E. A. Brooks.

Eastern Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus). Two individuals stayed at the
hatchery from October 14 to 17, 1937. They were observed each day, and often
were feeding with the red-backs. So far as I know the only other records are:
P. C. Bibbe saw several at Lake Terra Alta, Preston County, on May 5, 1926;
and Maurice Brooks saw large flocks in Barbour County on September 5, 1935.

Wilson’s Phalarope (Steganopus tricolor). 1 collected a male of this species
at Leetown on September 4, 1937. It was feeding in company with Lesser Yellow-
legs (Totanus flavipes). The specimen is now in the museum of West Virginia
University. Other records for the state are; A. S. Morgan collected one along
the Great Kanawha River in August, 1930; the group at Oglebay Park in Wheel-
ing reports having seen an individual in the Northern Panhandle on May 4, 1935.
—J. LLoyp Poranp, Martinsburg, W. Va.

The White-rumped Sandpiper in lllinois.— Because the White-rumped
Sandpiper (Pisobia fuscicollis) is regarded as a rare migrant throughout most of
Illinois, the writers consider it worth while to summarize the following unpublished
records of this species in Illinois, peculiarly significant in that all were noted
in 1936.

Frank Bellrose, of Ottawa, observed some twenty-five individuals on the mud
flats of Sawyer Slough along the Illinois River several miles below Lacon on
June 6, 1936; these were intermingled with a large flock of Semipalmated and
least Sandpipers.



