220 The Wilson Bulletin—September, 1936

tree across the street and remained there for some time, allowing me to examine
it carefully through 8x binoculars at a distance of about sixty feet. I noted the
red-shafted feathers and also the V-shaped red patch on the back of his head,
thus indicating that it must have been a hybrid. As it flew away, I again noted
the red-shafied feathers in flight. A few days later I again observed another bird
about a block away and it disappeared in a hollow tree. This probably was the
same bird. Temperature on the date of the first observation was eight degrees
below zero. I have searched for the hird since, but failed to find it. This is my
first record of this species in central Iowa in nineteen years of careful observa-
tion.—WALTER M. Rosene, Ogden, lowa.

Bird Notes from Morris County, New Jersey.—On March 14, 1936, while
driving slowly along the cement road running between Florham Park and Mor-
ristown, New Jersey, I observed a female Old-squaw (Clangula hyemalis) in full
winter plumage, swimming and diving in the flood water that covered the marshes
directly next to Ely’s Aquatic Farm. The bird was within 100 feet of the road
and appeared to be absolutely unsuspicious. It showed no fear when I left the
car, and I was able to study it carefully at this range with 8x glasses. So close
was I to the bird that T could follow with the naked eye its course under the
water by the small trail of bubbles that came to the surface when it submerged.
It was diving continually, the dives following each other at approximately twenty
seconds. The duration of submergence averaged twelve seconds. The bird was
still present the next day at the same spot and was as easily observed. This
is an unusual record for this vicinity.

On March 22, 1936, I had under observation a pair of Hooded Mergansers
(Lophodytes cucullatus), male and female, on the Passaic River within a quarter
mile of the Chatham Bridge on the Morris Turnpike, Chatham, New Jersey. 1
first noticed the male resting quietly on the water. The bird became alarmed
when I started inching forward on my stomach and flew fifty yards or so upstream.
Tt rapidly drifted back down again te its former position, and I noted for the
first time a darker bird—its mate—which it joined. They evidently lost their
suspicions and both of them commenced diving, the two of them submerging to-
gether. During the peried of submergence I was able to creep much closer,
concealing myself as well as possible, and was rewarded with a fine, clear view
of the birds. 1 had Peterson’s Field Guide with me, and a comparison of the
plate with the living bird made exact identification possible. After observing
them for ten minutes I continued to creep forward with a view toward getting a
glimpse of four American Mergansers (Mergus merganser americanus), which
were farther upstream. My movements frightened the two birds and they flew
quickly up the river out of my sight. The Hooded Mergansers are rare transients
in this vicinity—PauL Mureny, Summit, N. J.

A Herring Gull Attacked by a Bald Eagle.—On January 31, 1936, Mr.
0. K. Scott and the writer saw an immature Bald Eagle (Halineetus leucocephalus
subsp.) kill and devour a first-year Herring Gull (Larus argentatus smithsonianus)
on the ice of the Merrimac River at Newburyport, Massachusetts. When first
seen, the eagle was standing on the ice about twenty feet from the gull, which
was sitting quietly. As we watched, the eagle flew up into the air and over the
gull, looking down at it. The gull remained sitling on the ice but threw back its
head and raised its beak upward toward the eagle, at the same time spreading its



