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campus of the Agricultural College. On this latter date their similarity to
Cowbirds was quite marked, and suggested a very probable reason for their
being overlooked in past years. Their habits are certainly very dissimilar to
those of the closely related Rusty Blackbird (Euphagus carolinus), and this
fact should be borne in mind in watching for these birds in migration. Lack
of suspicion is another trait characteristic of the small flocks seen in western
North Carolina and Georgia, so positive identification is never a difficult mat-
ter—THos. D. BurieiGH, Bureau of Biological Survey, New Orleans, La.

A Record of the Trumpeter Swan from the Late Pleistocene of Illinois.
—In material secured at Aurora, Illinois, by Professor Clarence R. Smith of
Aurora College, forwarded to me for examination by Dr. L. A. Adams of the Uni-
versity of Illinois, I have identified humeri, a broken sternum, and part of the
scapula of the Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator). According to Professor
Smith® these specimens were found in a marl deposit underlying a peat bog
above which was a layer of muck forming the bottom of a swamp in Phillip’s
Park in the southwest part of Aurora at a point a mile and a half east of the
Fox River. They were obtained by C. W. A. workers during excavation of the
swamp to make an artificial lake.

The swan remains were associated with bones of mastodon (Mastodon ameri-
canus) and giant beaver (Castoroides ohioensis) and are believed to have been
deposited in the hed of a post-glacial lake. According to the findings of Dr. O. P.
Hay? this would seem to place them in what Dr. Hay has termed the Wabash
beds in late Pleistocene. Dr. Adams writes me that mollusks of Pleistocene
species were taken from the pneumatic foramina of the swan humeri.

The bones are distinguished at a glance as those of the Trumpeter Swan.
The sternum, while in fragments, shows the characteristic bulbous swelling pro-
jecting into the body cavity at the anterior end in addition to the swollen chan-
nel in which the trachea is folded. The humeri exhibit two sizes, possibly indi-
cative of sexual difference in wing measurement, and are greater in size than the
largest Whistling Swans. All of the specimens, which bear numbers 111, 734,
B, C, D, F, H, J, and K, are fresh and clean in appearance, and are in good
state of preservation.

Previously this swan has been reported from Pleistocene deposits in Oregon
and Florida, the present being the first occurrence of it in the central portion of
our country. The find is one of definite importance in view of the few reports
of birds that have come from Pleistocene beds of the area in question.

The specimens have been returned to Professor Smith, to whose kindness
and that of Dr. Adams I am indebted for permission to place this occurrence on
record, and are preserved by the city of Aurora in a museum at Phillip’s Park.—
ALEXANDER WETMORE, U. S. National Museum, Washington, D. C.

Notes on the Nesting of Captive Mute Swans.—In the latter part of
June, 1930, four Mute Swans (Cygnus olor) about a year old, and still in
the gray juvenile plumage, were placed upon eighty-seven acre Fowler Lake,
in the city of Oconomowoc, Waukesha County, Wisconsin. These hirds were
a single brood from a captive pair. Two additional birds that had been hatched
the previous year, but from another pair, were placed on the lake later in

1Science, Vol. 81, April 19, 1935, p. 380.
2Carnegie Inst. Washington, Publ. 322, 1923, p. 13.
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the summer. The four original birds stayed by themselves on the lake, and
would not allow the other two to come near them, but pursued them whenever
they could get near them. All birds were wing-clipped at the time, but were
pinioned before being taken to winter quarters.

The following spring two of the original four birds mated and started build-
ing a nest during the latter part of April. The site chosen was in a cattail marsh
in the Oconomowoc River, where the stream flows into Fowler Lake. It could
easily be seen from a bridge, and as a number of people came to observe the
building operations, the pair abandoned this site and moved to a more secluded
spot farther up stream. On June 8, 1931, the pair was seen on the lake with
five newly hatched young, which must have been less than twenty-four hours old.

The Mute Swan is ordinarily supposed not to mate before three years of
age, but this pair was approximately two years of age at the time of producing
young.—WiLLiaM JouNsTON Howarp, Petoskey, Mich.

The 1934 Fall Migration at Cleveland’s Public Square.—Migrating birds
were much less common at the Square this season than most years, according to
my observations. The only reason that I can propose is that, with the unusual
amount of clear weather which occurred during the fall months, migrants were
flying higher over Lake Erie on their southward journey, and passed over the city
before descending to rest in more attractive surroundings beyond the congested
area.

My records for the ten species which I observed this season are as follows:

No. Days LargestNo.

Species First Record Last Record Seen  in One Day
Canada Goose Nov. 1 1 8
Sparrow Hawk Sept. 13 Dec. 20 4 1
Herring Gull Sept. 17 Dec. 17 11 9
Mourning Dove Aug. 23 - 1 1
Northern Yellow-throat Sept. 19 Oct. 22 2 1
White-crowned Sparrow Sept. 19 Oct. 27 2 1
White-throated Sparrow Oct. 2 Nov. 7 19 3
Song Sparrow Oct. 10 Oct. 15 2 1
Swamp Sparrow Oct. 8 1 1
Lincoln Sparrow Sept. 18 Sept. 19 2 1

In addition, evening newspapers carried a story on October 2 that an Ameri-
can Bittern (identified by a qualified ornithologist) had been captured alive in
the Square that morning. The geese and the Mourning Dove, the only new addi-
tions to my list, were ohserved flying over at a low altitude.

Starlings were as numerous as ever. This year they took over the terminal
tower as one of their roosting spots, many of them finding crannies five or six
hundred feet above the street, where a strong wind is blowing much of the time.
This must have been a miserable roost in severe weather, but it seemed to make
little difference.—WiLtiam H. WattERrson, Cleveland, Ohio.

Some Corrections.—] should like to make the following corrections to
my article on Walter John Hoxie in the WriLson BuiLierin, XLVI, September,
1934: On page 173, in the map of the Sea Islands, “Hunters Tsland” should
read Hunting Island. On page 174, last lire, the date should read July 2,
1906. On page 176, line 17, it was a mistake to say that “Later observations
have confirmed Hoxie’s records” of the Buff-breasted Sandpiper. Hoxie’s notes
indicate one was taken on St. Helena Island, South Carolina, on May 5, 1886,
but thus far the whereabouts of the specimen is unknown. Among Hoxie’s



