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campus of the Agricultural College. On this latter date their similarity to 

Cowbirds was quite marked, and suggested a very probable reason for their 

being overlooked in past years. Their habits are certainly very dissimilar to 

those of the closely related Rusty Rlackbird (Enphagus carolinus), and this 

fact should be borne in mind in watching for these birds in migration. Lack 

of suspicion is another trait characteristic of the small flocks seen in western 

North Carolina and Georgia, so positive identification is never a difficult mat- 

ter.-Trios. D. RURLEIGA, Bureau of Biological Survey, New Orleans, La. 

A Record of the Trumpeter Swan from the Late Pleistocene of Illinois. 

-In material secured at Aurora, Illinois, by Professor Clarence R. Smith of 

Aurora College, forwarded to me for examination by Dr. L. A. Adams of the Uni- 

versity of Illinois, I have identified humeri, a broken sternum, and part of the 

scapula of the Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator). According to Professor 

Smith1 these specimens were found in a marl deposit underlying a peat bog 

above which was a layer of muck forming the bottom of a swamp in Phillip’s 

Park in the southwest part of Aurora at a point a mile and a half east of the 

Fox River. They were obtained by C. W. A. workers during excavation of the 

swamp to make an artificial lake. 

The swan remains were associated with bones of mastodon (Mastodon ameri- 

canu.s) and giant beaver (Castoroides ohioensis) and are believed to have been 

deposited in the bed of a post-glacial lake. According to the findings of Dr. 0. P. 

Nay2 this would seem to place them in what Dr. Hay has termed the Wabash 

beds in late Pleistocene. Dr. Adams writes me that mollusks of Pleistocene 

species were taken from the pneumatic foramina of the swan humeri. 

The bones are distinguished at a glance as those of the Trumpeter Swan. 

The sternum, while in fragments, shows the characteristic bulbous swelling pro- 

jecting into the body cavity at the anterior end in addition to the swollen chan- 

nel in which the trachea is folded. The humeri exhibit two sizes, possibly indi- 

cative of sexual difference in wing measurement, and are greater in size than the 

largest Whistling Swans. All of the specimens, which bear numbers 111, 734, 

B, C, D, F, H, J, and K, are fresh and clean in appearance, and are in good 

state of preservation. 

Previously this swan has been reported from Pleistocene deposits in Oregon 

and Florida, the present being the first occurrence of it in the central portion of 

our country. The find is one of definite importance in riew of the few reports 

of birds that have come from Pleistocene beds of the area in question. 

The specimens haI-e been returned to Professor Smith, to whose kindness 

and that of Dr. Adams I am indebted for permission to place this occurrence on 

record, and are preserved by the city of Aurora in a museum at Phillip’s Park.- 

ALEXANDER WETMORE, U. S. National Museum, Washington, D. C. 

Notes on the Nesting of Captive Mute Swans.-In the latter part of 

June, 1930, four Mute Swans (C .ygnus o/or) about a year old, and still in 

the gray juvenile plumage, were placed upon eighty-seven acre Fowler Lake, 

in the city of Oconon~owor, Wankesha County, Wisconsin. These birds were 

a single brood from a captil-c pair. Two additional birds that had been hatched 

the previous year, but from another pair, were placed on the lake later in 
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