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posed culmen, 28.1; width of bill at base of culmen, 16.0; height of bill at base
of culmen, 14.5. Measurements and head markings of this specimen were checked
with Atlantic and Pacific Coast specimens contained in the University of lowa
Museum of Natural History. The writer wishes to thank Mr. Harlan for per-
mission to publish this record.—PriLir A. DuMonT, Des Moines, Iowa.

Baltimore Orioles Destroying Trumpet Vine Blossoms.—My attention
was called this past season to what seemed to be a trait of the Baltimore Oriole
(Icterus galbula) that I do not remember to have noticed mentioned in any of the
works on ornithology that I have read. Standing about ten feet from our houce
is a small arbor that was covered with trumpet vines this past season. The
blooms of this vine appear in terminal bunches of bell-shaped flowers, a little
less than two inches in length. One day I noticed that all the bunches of bloom
had been totally wrecked, each trumpet having been split from near the outer
end down to the extreme base. The next day I discovered this to be the work
of the Baltimore Orioles, and caught them in the act of tearing the blooms to
pieces. An examination of an untouched bloom disclosed a drop of nectar in
the base of each trumpet, and, as there were no insects in evidence, I inferred that
the drop of nectar was what they were after. There were plenty of ants working
on the wrecked blooms of the day before, presumably cleaning up the remains of
the wrecks. None were to be found on the untouched blooms. This work of the
orioles was witnessed by three other persons.

I would be interested in learning whether this is a somewhat common trait
of the bird, or is it something rather out of the ordinary. I might add that the
birds continued to wreck the blooms all the balance of the season.—F. W.
GEORGE, Aberdeen, S. D.

Some Notes on Indiana Plovers.—I noticed in the WiLson BuLLETIN for
June, 1933, that Mr. William Youngworth, of Sioux City, Iowa, reports the
Golden Plover as having been seen near that place on October 20 and 21, 1631.
That was a surprise to me, as 1 had always heard that this bird is seldom if
ever found in the interior in the fall, but goes through the middle states only
in the spring, to the north, and in the fall returns by way of the eastern route,
leaving Nova Scotia and flying straight south over the Atlantic, to the coast of
Brazil, then going the rest of the way by land to Chili and Argentine. 1 never
before have heard of the fall return of these birds through the central states,
so I am interested in getting the facts about them. Are there other records con-
cerning the migration of this bird through the central states in autumn? T would
like to hear from any others who have actually seen them going south in the fall
through the interior.*

I have seen the Golden Plover in the spring, about twenty-six miles north of
this place, where the heavy spring rains had flooded a last year’s corn field and
the cut corn stubs were still standing. About fifty of these rare birds lingered

*The southward fall migration of the Golden Plover over the Atlantic Ocean
represents only the main migration route of the species, for it cccurs also regu-
larly in the interior in the fall (see Cooke, Bull. 35, Biological Survey, U. S. D. A,
p. 84, and Bent, Bull. 146, U. S. Nat. Mus., pp. 190-191). At the salt lake near
Lincoln, Nebraska, individuals or small flccks of the Golden Plovers are to be
scen nearly every fall, between the middle of Sepiember and the middle of Octo-
ber, most commonly during the third week in September. Earliest and latest
dates for the fall migration in Nebraska are August 3 and November 14.—Ed.



