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Lake County, Oregon, as its name implies, is a county of 
lakes, but this article has special reference to that portion of 
the county known as Warner Valley. 

Warner Valley lies in the southeastern portion of Lake 
county and contains a series of lakes known as Warner Lakes. 

The territory covered in my investigations of the bird life 
of this section comprises the valley from a few miles north of 
Plush to the lower or south end, a distance of some 36 miles. 

The valley proper is from five to eight miles wide and cov- 
ering about 180 quare miles. 

In this valley, beginning at the north, are found the follow- 
ing lakes : Hart, Grump, Pelican, Dodson, Greeser, and Alkali 
Lakes. 

All are freshwater lakes, except Alkali, and are fed by Honey 
Creek at IPlush, Deep Creek at Adel, and Twenty Mile Creek in 
the southwest corner. 

The major portion of the entire valley is flooded in the early 
season by irrigation ditches, to mature the crop of wild hay. 

Scattered over this tract are many portions of land above 
high water mark. Several of the lakes contain islands. Sur- 
rounding these lakes are large patches of tules and flags and 
outside of such areas are found the wild grass rneadows. 

The general elevation of the valley is 4500 feet. 
On the west side of the valley are high mountain ranges, 

known as the Warner Rim, and on the south and east, equally 
as high ranges, elevations up to 6500 feet, and on top of these 
ranges are found the table lands. 

The mountains and table lands are covered with sage brush 
and greasewood, with scattering trees of Juniper. 

The low lands along the streams have dense growths of Cot- 
tonwood, Willows, Junipers, Choke Cherry, Wild Plum trees 
and some Wild Rose bushes. 
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The farming lauds, which are all irrigate;l, have large groves 
of I’oplar trees, fruit orchards, alfalfa tields aiid gardens. 

Along all the irrigation ditches are found dense growths of 
willow trees and bushes. 

The various descriptions heretofore given will be referred to 
under separate headings of the many birds found breeding iu 
this valley. 

My observations covered a period from May 20 to June 20, 
1922, being the height of the breeding season during this year. 

While nests of all the species listed were not located there is 
no doubt of their nesting, as the birds were mated, aud were ob- 
serve.1 during niy stay. 

Searlx all the lakes coutain fish aud vegetation, suitable 
for food for the many wading and water fowl which auuually 
come here to lies t. 

It was observed that the various species selected breediug 
grounds quite separate arid apart. Per example, the Greebes 
were fouutl oii the west side of the lake, the Gulls, Terns and 
l’elicans on the east side. 

The Redhead L)ucks were found only in one portion of the 
valley. 

Reference to the map which accompanies this article will 
further make clear this point. 

1. WESTERX GcE~E-~chlilophorzcs occidentalis. 

Not common. Four pair on Crump Lake and three pair on Hart 
Lake. Not seen in other parts of the valley. 
4. AMERICAN EARKII GrrmE-Colynzbzls nigricollis culijornicus. 

Very common on Hart and Crump Lakes. Nesting in the tules bor- 
dering on the lakes. Nests of tules floating on water, four to six eggs. 
6. PIED-BILLEU G~cs~~--P~diZy,,zbzis podicipes. 

One pair found on Pelican Lake. Would appear to be a rare nesting 
bird here. 
54. KIR-G-IXLLKD GULL-Larzis deluwawnsis. 

Very common. Nesting on island in the east part of Crump Lake: 
500 nests on one island and 85 nests on another island. Ninety per cent 
of nests contained young June 11. Two and three eggs in sets. 
64. CASPIAN TEna--Sterna caspia. 

Not common. Twenty-five pair nesting in colony on island in Grump 
Lake. Complete sets by June 11. Nesting with the Ring-billed Gulls. 

One, two, three eggs in set. 
63. FORSTER’S TERN-Sterno forsteri. 

Nesting on island in Crump Lake; separate and apart from other 

birds. Nest very compact, made of flags and grass, raised four or five 
inches from ground. Three eggs in set Juns 11. 
77. BLACK TERN-Hydrochclidon nigra sw’inamensis. 
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Map of Warner Valley and Lakes, 1922 
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Not common. Some 25 pair nesting near the eastern border of Crump 
Lake. Eggs two and three in sets June 11. 
120~. FARALLONE CORMOKAR'T-PhUlaCrOCOraX dilophus albociliatus. 

Not common. A dozen pair nesting on Bird island, Hart Lake. Three 

alld four eggs June 5. Nest on the ground made of tule and flags. 
1% AMERICAN WHITE Pmrcm-Pclecanus erythrorh~whos. 

Not abundant. Twenty-five pair seen in the valley. Nesting on Bird 
island, Hart Lake, and Gull island, Crump Lake. One and two eggs 
June 11. 

Typical Nest and Eggs of Forster’s Tern 

129. A129. AMERICAK Mmcassm-Xcrgus amcricanus. 
One pair seen on Crump Lake June 5. 

1x1. HOODED Mt,:RCAR-SER-LOphOd~tcS cumllatzis. 
One pair seen on Crump Lake and one pair on Dodson Lake June 1. 

132. MALLARD--AnaS boschas. 
One of the most abundant ducks nesting in the valley. Nesting in 

the marshes, also on Deep Creek, Honey Creek, Tweuty Mile Creek and 
on the rocky side of Warner Rim, under sage brush. Eggs 7 to 15, May 
25 to June 10. 
135. GAo\~aLL-Cha2ilclasnlus streperus. 

Very common. Found nesting in the tule marshes around the lakes. 

P 
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Sets May 23 to June 15, six to eleven eggs. Nests made of tules, some- 
times floating on the water. 

1;6. Bar_nParn-Mwrcca a?,lcrica?La. 

Only three pair seen in the valley. These birds were mated an,1 
without doubt getting ready to nest. 

14C. BLUE-WKGED Tcan-QzierqzLedzila d&ors, 

One pair seen and oue nest found with eggs May 25. Not common. 

141. CINXAXON TEAL-QucrqzLcdzl,la cyanoptera. 
Commou, and found nesting throughout the valley on small grass 

islands above high water mark. Nesting June 10. Sets seven to ten. 

142. SHovmux--Spatula ciypeata. 
Not common, but at least a dozen pair seen in the valley. Mated 

aud nesting June 1. 

143. FIXTAIL-Dafila aCUta. 

Not over six Iair seen in the valley. One nest on Deep Creek. 
Eleven eggs, Jcnc 15. 

146. Rzinman-_,XariZa americana. 
Quite a common duck. Found nesting on islands near Pelican Lake. 

June 10. S,ets eight to 10 eggs. 
147. C.asv.~s-nac~--.~urila valisincria. 

One of the rarer specie found in the valley, and only three pair seen 
mated June 5. 
167. RUDDY DUCK-Erismatura jantaicensis. 

Several mated pairs seen in Pelican and Crump Lakes June 5. 
172. CAKADA GOOSE-Branta canadensis camdensis. 

At least 25 pair nesting in valley. Canada Geese with young seen 

June 1. Set two eggs on Bird island. Incubation half on June 5. 
187. \~I~I~E-FA~ED GLOSRY IDIs-~~egW&S gUaraWa. 

Three pair seen June 1 on the eastern border of Crump Lake. 
ISO. AMERICAN BITTEBN-BOtaWZLS lentiginosus. 

Very common, and could be heard in all parts of the marshes in the 
valley. Would estimate at least 100 pair nestiug. Sets May 25 to June 
lt.1, three to four eggs. Nest built in the tules some ei.ght or ten iuches 

ahove water. 
104. GI~UT BLUI? HErsox-Ardca herodins hcrodios. 

Very common, probably 25 pair nesting. Colony near Dodson Lake of 

eight nests built in the top of willow bushes fifteen feet high. Nest on 
Bird islaud were on the ground and made of tules. Sets two to six, 

May 24. 
202. BLACK-CEOWKED NIRHT Hwos--N?/cticoraz n?Jcticorax nwius. 

Not common. But twelve pair observed in the valley. 
206. SAXDIIILI. Ci:asr.-Grz~s canadc)/sis mexicana. 

See11 in all portions of the valley. Ten pair nesting, about one pair 
to every eighteen square miles of marsh land. Nest with eggs, May 20 
to 30. Nest with young birds, June 6. Nesting far out in the marshes. 
214. Sma-Porzuna carolina. 

Several pair seen near Dodson Lake, and were 110 doubt getting ready 

to nest. 
221. AMERICAS CooT-Fzilica anzericuna. 
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Very common in all the tule marshes and flags. Sets 7 to 10. Dates, 
May 28 to June 30. Many not complete sets on later dates. 
223. NORTHER~~ PHALAROpE--PhUlUrOp~lS lob&US. 

Three pair mated seen near marshes of Dodson Lake and their actions 
would indicate nesting June 1. 
224. W~~son’s PHALsnors--Stcganopus tricolor. 

Quite a number of pairs seen near Dodson Lake, all being mated, and 
without doubt getting ready to nest June 1. 
2:‘5. AMERICAN Arocm-Recurcirostra americana. 

A common nesting bird of the valley. Preferring small alkali island 
in the marshes. Nests of tules, flags and grass raised some three inches 
from ground. Eggs 4. Sets May 30 to June 10. 
2:O. WILSOX’S SKIPE--Gallinago delicata. 

Several birds in pairs seen in the south end of valley in the meadow 
lands. 
263. SPOTTED Saiwprpsn-Actitis mac~tlaria. 

Several pairs nesting on Deep Creek, Honey and Twenty Mile Creeks. 
Nest near streams, made of dried grass. Eggs four, June 4. 
264. LSONG-RFLLED CuaLE:Tv-NU?neniWS amfricanzcs. 

Two pairs of birds seen in the valley. Nest of four eggs found June 
6. Built on dry knoll covered with wild grass made of dry grass. Return- 
ing next day to lake. Photo of nest and eggs. Found the birds in much 
excitement, with two crows near. On reaching nest found eggs had been 
carried off by the crows. 
273. KILLDEER-OXf/PChuS VOciferUS. 

Very commou along the streams and borders of the lakes where open 
dry ground could be found. 
294. CARLIFORNIA PARTRIDGE--L0ph0rtyx califor&ca. 

Very common. Many pairs seen along Deep, Honey and Twenty Mile 
Creeks. Just beginning to nest June 10. 
309. Sao~ Gxousx-Centrocercw urophasiaws. 

Very abundant on the table lands of Warner Rim and on the Sag;? 
X’rush Moulltain, east of the valley. Nearly all had young birds by 
June 1. 
316. WESTERN MOURNING Dove-Zcnaidura nzrlcro~~ra mwginella. 

One of the most common and numerous birds of the valley. From 
six to fifteen pair found near each ranch house. Over fifty pair nesting 
along Deep Creek for a distance of one mile. Nests low down in willow 
and cottonwood trees. Eggs two, May 20 to June 10. 
325. TURKEY Vcr,TcaE-Catl?al‘tcs a?Lra scpteutrio,nalis. 

Very common bird in the valley nestin g on the rocky cliffs of War- 

ner Rim. 
331. MARSH HAJVK-C~UZILS hudsonizcs. 

Several pair seen in the valley nesting in the tules. All had young 

May 25. 
322. SHARP-SHINNED HAwK-&ci@,iter VelOX. 

Orie pair seen on Deep Creek near marshes. 
337b. WESTERK RED-TAIL-BUtFO borealis cUlu?Ws. 

Two pair seen in the valley. One nest on rocky cliff up Deep Creek 

with young June 1. 
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342. S~AIXSOK’S HA~K--EI&~ su;ainsoUii. 

Several pair seen in different parts of the valley. 

349. GOLDEN EaoIR-AqUiZa chrysaetos. 

One pair near Grump Lake in rocky cliff, 1500 feet high. 

352. BAIT EAGLE-HoZi(CZUS ZeucocephaTus Zemoccphalzcs. 

One pair near Greeser Lake, nesting in Greeser Canyon, found by 

sheep herders, with young in nest. 

355. PRAIKIE FALCON-~(I:~co mexicanus. 

Very common. Several pairs seen in various sections of the valle?. 

360a. DESERT SPAKRO~ Halvrc-FaZco sparverius phalwta. 

Six pair observed along the roads leading around the valley. 

367. SHORT-EARED O~~~~-Asio fammcus. 

One pair seen near Greeser Lake. 

375a. WESTERN HORXED Owr.-Bzibo virgilzknus pallesccns. 
Very common. Generally seen near some ranch buildings resting dur- 

ing the day in large cottonwood trees. 

378. BLJRROT~ISC: Om--Spc,otyto czinicriZnria hypogaa. 
Oiie pair seen near Dodson Lake with nest June 11. 

X0. BELTED KISGFISHER--CCT?JZ~ cclcyon. 

Found along Deep, Honey and Twenty Mile Creeks. Nesting in the 

sand banks June 1. 

394a. GAIRDNEH’S WOODPECKER-BTyobUZfS pubcsctns gairdneri. 
Several pairs seen and nests located well up in cottonwood trees 

June 1. 

4i!8. LEWI~'~ WOODPECKER-&In~dcS?lUS lewisi. 

At least six pairs seen, and one nest in cottonwood tree on Deep 

Creek, June 6. 

413. RED-SHAFTED Fkuxm-Colaptcs cafer collaris. 
Quite common, and nesting in willow or cottonwood trees. Eggs five 

tc, eight, June 1 to 10. 

420a. WESTERN NIo~i1’IIt\~~~K-ChordCilCS nrilcor hcnr?Ji. 
Observed in large numbers on Deep Creek. Arriving June 1. Not 

nesting by June 15. 

435. MORCO&S Hu&1imsonrRD-Atthis ?Uorconzi. 

Two pairs seen on Deep Creek. Identification, from one female 

specimen. 

444. KIKGRIRD-l'Tl/VX?lWS t~ra%nUS. 

Quite common in all sections nesting in juniper bushes June 1. 

447. ARKANSAS KIRTGnIi~I)-TTyralrnzfs vcrticalis. 
A very common bird and found around all the farm ranches. Nest- 

448. CASSIN’S KINGBIRD-T?JraUnUS vOcife?YWLS. 

One pair on Twenty Mile Creek. 

ing in barns, telephone poles and high fences, June 10. 

457. SAY's PHmm-Sayornis sayus. 

Several pairs seen on Deep Creek. 

462. WEBTERK WOOD PmvEE-MUiochanes richardsoni richardsoni. 

Several pair on Deep and Twenty Mile Creek in the willows along 

the streams. No nests June 15. 

469. WRIGHT’S FLYCATCHER-Enzpidonax wrightii. 
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Several pairs seen in the poplar trees near the ranches, nesting high 
up in the trees, June 10. 

474c. DESERT HORNED LARK-Otocoris alpestris leucoloema. 

Only a few pair seen in the entire valley, June 1. 

475. AMRRICAN MAGPIE-PiCU pica hudsonia. 

Very common on Twenty Mile and Honey Creek, but none seen 011 

Deep Creek. Nesting in willows May 25. Birds very destructive to eggs 
OP other birds. 

481. CALIFORNIA JAY-Aphelocoma californica. 
A very common bird, found along the streams and irrigation ditches. 

486. AMERICAN RAVEN-C• TUUS corax sinuatus. 
Two pair seen in the entire valley. 

489. NORTHWEST CROM-COT-UUS caurinus. 

Very common. Nesting but in the marshes in willow trees. All nests 
found had young by May 25. A bird destroying many eggs, especially of 
the Duck family. 

494. BOBOLINK-DOziChOu?JX oruzivorus. 

A pair or two found in every alfalfa field. 

455. COwBIRD--MOzOth?%S ate?-. 
A number were seen at Adel and Warner. 

497. YELLOTV-HEAD&D BLACKBIRD-XanthOCephaZuS xanthocephalus. 

Very common, and nesting in the many tulie and flag swamps. Eggs 
three to four, June 10 to 15. 
49SF. NORTITIWESTEKN RED-wrr;+Agelaius phmniceus caurinus. 

Very common and found nesting in the wild grass meadows near the 
marshes. Eggs three to five. Full sets by May 27. 
499. BICOLORRD BLAcKBIRD-AQeZoiuS guberlzator calipornicus. 

Three pair nesting near Pelican Lake. Eggs 3. Nest in a clump of 
wild grass. 
56lb. WEBTEBN MEaDOwLARK-BturneZla ueQ&ta. 

Quite common in the meadow lands around the entire border of the 

valley. 

568. BULLOCK'S ORIoLE-Zcterus buZZocLi. 
Very common. Found near all the ranch houses in poplar trees and 

nesting along the stream. Nests very often high up and some as low as 
ten feet from ground. Eggs 5. Full sets June 15. 
510. BREWER'S BLACKBIRD-EuphGQuS cyanocephalus. 

Very common. Probably 100 pair nesting within a mile of Adel on 
Deep Creek. Nest built in cottonwood, willow, juniper trees and sage 
brush. One pair of birds had stolen the new nest of Bullocks. Eggs 4 
to 7, May 20 to June 15. Oriole had a set of six eggs. 
5:4a. WESTERN EVENING GllOSnEAK-HeSpCriphOna vcspertina montana. 

Nesting in the pine forests at an elevation of 6500, and high up in 
the trees. 
53 7a. CALIFORNIA PURPLE FIiwH-Carpodacus purpureus californicus. 

Several pairs along Deep Creek, but no nests located. 

519. HOUSE FINCH-&TpOdaCtlS ??EXiCUTWS frOntaziS. 

Common near all the ranch houses, which had trees or orchards. 

Nest June 10. 
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529a. PALE GoLoeINcH-Astragalinus tristis pallidus. 

A band of about twenty birds seen June 1. 

552a. WESTERN LARK %‘ARRo%-Chondestes grammacus strigatus. 

The most common sparrow found in the valley. Nesting on the 

ground in pastures and meadows. 

5ElB. MOUKTAIN SONG SrAsKow-11”Telospixa cinerea montana. 

Several pair seen near Adel and Warner. 

566. BLACK-HEADED GROSnEAK-ga?%e7OdiU mela?bocephala. 

A common bird along the water courses in the deep willow thickets. 

599. UZULI BuN’rIxG-~yanospixa anaaena. 

Two pair seen on Deep Creek nearly every day June 1 to 10. 

607. WESTERN TanAGEK-Piranga ludoviciana. 

A very common bird along the mountain streams, but not as numer- 

ous as Bullock’s Oriole. 

61.2. CLIFF %vALLoJv-PCtrochelidon lunifrons. 

Nesting by the thousands on the high cliffs of Warner Valley. Eggs 

four to five, June 15. 

613. BARN SWALLOW-Hirundo erythrogastra. 

Quite common, nesting under bridges and under barns, June 10. 

614. TREE Sw_4LLow--Iriboprocne bicolor. 

Very common out in the marshes where willows or cottonwood trees 

with holes were found June 10. 

615. VIOLET-GREEN SwALLow-Tachycineta thalassina lepida. 

Two pair nesting near Adel in dead willow stubs June 10. 

616. BANK SwALLow-Riparia riparia. 

Numerous pairs nesting in a bank on Deep Creek, half mile east of 

Adel. June 1, four to five eggs. 

619. CEDAB WAXwING-BOmbzJCilla cedrorum. 

Seen quite frequently in all parts of the valley on the west side. 

627a. WESTERN WARBLING VIKKo-Vireosylva gilva swainsoni. 

One pair seen at Adel, nesting in poplar grove, June 10. 

652. CALIFORXIA YELLOW WARnLER-De?adrOica cFStiVa brcwsteri. 

This warbler was found in large numbers on Deep Creek and Twenty 

Mile Creek. It seemed that nearly every clump of willow bushes had a 

pair of warblers. Eggs four to five, June 10 to 20. 

6Ela. WESTERN YELLOW-TIIROAT-Geothlypis trichas occidentalis. 

Very common along all the water courses, arriving about June 1. 

6F;3a. LOR’GTAILED CHAT-Icteria virens longicauda. 

Common in and along the water courses. Nesting in willow bushes 

June 15. 

701. AMERICAN DIPPER-&PI&LS mexicana unicolor. 

One pair nesting at falls on Deep Creek June 1. 

715. ROCK WRRK-Salpinctes absoletus absoletus. 

Two pair seen up Deep Creek canyon. 

72ib. WESTERX HOUSE WREX-TrOg7Od&% acdon parkn~ani. 

A pair generally nesting at each farm house. Eggs May 20, young 

June 15. 

725a. TULE WRRK-Telmatodytes palustris paludicola. 
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Found in large numbers in the tulie swamps near the lakes. Eggs 

four to six, June 1. 

758. RUSS&T-BACKEQ TRHusH-Hylocichla %StUlata ZLStUlata. 

One pair on Deep Creek, in the dense willow, but hear many singing 

along the streams. 

7Gla. WESTERN Romx-Planesticus naigratorius propinquus. 
Very common nesting bird of the valley. Eggs four to five and found 

May 20 to June 10. 

768. MONTANA BLc-muan-Sialia czcrrz~coides. 

Several pair observed in the valley and on the tablelands up to 

6500 elevation. 

The diversified fauna of n’arner Valley makes it the ideal 
nesting home of many birds, the list observed by me containing 
102 specie, ant1 no doubt some of the rare species were not found. 

The greatest enemy to bird life in the valley, especially to 
eggs, are the crows and magpies, as in the vicinity where these 
birds were nesting hundreds of egg shells, especially duck’s, 
were found. 

Coyotes and skunks also destroy nests and kill hundreds of 
the young birds. 

The ducks, nesting in their order of numbers are: Mallard, 
Gadwall, Cinnamon Teal, Redhead, Shoveller, I’intail, Ruddy 
and Canvasbacks. 

Other water fowl in order of abundance: Ring 1J. Gulls, 
Forster’s Tern, Avocets, Am. Eared Greebes, Am. Bittern, Cas- 
pean Tern, Great Blue Herons, Rlack Tern, Pelicans and Sand 
Hill Cranes. 

These birds cover the main bird life of the great marshes 
and lakes of Warner Valley. 


