
Publications Reviewed 

Indes to I’al~ers Itelating to the Food of Birds by members of 
the Riological Surrey in T’ublkations of the lrnited States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, 38851!111. By W. I,. JIci\trc. l!lU. 

There are thirty-our l,ages of brief summaries of twenty-seven 

Bulletins, and 103 otller titles, and thirty-six pagw devoted to the 
IndeZL This is n tilrlely and cwireiiient l~nlrer. L. J. 

Notes on the Iridescent Colors of Birds and Insects. By A. Jlnl- 

lock, F.R.S. From the Smithsonian Report for 1!)11, pages 425-4:X2 

(with plates l-3). 1912. 
After painstaking study and many tests the author is led to the 

conclusion that “ interference of one Bind to nuother is tllc true 
~‘ause of natural iridescencae color in all cases.” I.. J. 

On the Positions Assmned 1)~ Birds in Flight. Iiy Bentley 
Beetham, F.R.S. From the Smithsouixu IIel)ort for 1911, 1,ages 

4:W4:1!) (with plates 1-S). 
JInc~li has been compressed hit0 the swcii lwges of descril)tiou 

and discussion, both in explanation of the sixteen figures nnd in 
drawing conclusions from them. The author briligs out t!ie faCt 
that in various tliglit nioYements the feet and tail supplement the 
wings, rsl,eciallg in retarding the forward morement lnelwxtory 
to alighting. Steering is accomplished by cliniiges of positiou of 
the body and wings in their resistance to the air. The tail is used 
more as a correctire after the actual steering ‘has been (lone by 
wings and body than in iuitiating any change of direction. The 
pictures are for the most part well chosen to illustrate the points 
discussed. L. J. 

The F?swn~~er I’i~~eon. <IL a Accouuts 11y I’ehr KnIni (1X)) and John 
James Audubon (lkll). E’ronl the Smithsonian Report for 1911, 
IMges 405-424. By Edgar LL Mearns. (With Plate 1, colored.) 

A reprint of the accounts hy these two men of tile earlier days 
in the palmiest days of this now extinct bird. l;ot only inteuselg 
interesting in themselves, hut most timely in these days when dis- 
cussion is closing the record. L. J. 

Description of a Sew African Grass-Wnrhler of the Genus Cis- 
ticola. By Edgar A. Mearns, Associate in Zoiilogy, IJ. S. Sntionnl 
JIuseum. 

Cisticola prinioides wambugensis, Wambugu Grass-Warbler. From 



4; ‘I‘llIS \\~ll.SOn- L:ULLETIS-KC). SP. 

British East ,4frica, collected during the JLooserelt African Esl)edi- 

tiolr. I.. J. 

'Two Sew SIwcie* of Rirds from the Slopes of Mount I’irri. I+:ast- 

em I’ml:llllil. Hiy I-3. TV. Srlson. E’rorn Smithsoninn JIYscr:l:rneous 

(‘ollec+ions, Yolunle (XI. Sumbcr 21. 
(‘apit lilaculicoronatus pirrensix, Mount I’irri Barb& ; and 

l’wutlotriccus pelzelui berlelpxhi. Berlel)sch E’lycatcher. 13. J. 

TT’estern \\‘ild Life Call. Published by the California .4ssoc7iatetl 
Societies for the Conser\ation of IVild Life. l;ebruary 7, 1912. 

A publicatioii of this sort. illustrating by pictures of wllat is 
now happcnirg to our wild life, and showing what the results in 
the past have been when such practices hare gone on unchecked, 
scxttercd owr the country at large and put into the hands of sports- 
men as 17-ell as others, would, in our opinion, be of the greatest 
service in the warfare now on to protect and conserw our x-ild 
life. \Ve trust that the impetus which this morement in the Golden 
State is certain to give to the conservation of TT’ild Life will reach 
castward across the mountains and become evident the country 

over. I.. J. 

‘Ike Auk. 1701. XXX, January, 1073, So. 1. Cambridge. Mass. 
The present nunlber clontains I(15 pages. of \7hich 105 are coli- 

c.erned s\-ith longer artic&les and an account of the Thirtietli Rtatetl 
Meeting of the hnlrric2n Ornithologists Union. l"o~u of the ten 
articles are bawd on field studies, t\Yo are c,oncerned with the tev:i- 
nicxl asl,ects of the study, one is biographical, one controyewial, aud 

one tleals with photography. Of the twenty-six titles untln~ the 

cal)tion. *< (General Kotes.” twenty-one rrcortl extralimited occur- 

renws of species. The other departments are treated in the usual 
thorough nmiiiier. L. J. 

Bird-Lore. Vol. XV, So. 1, JalinarS-E’el)ru;lrS, l!Il.X Hxrris- 
burg. 1%. 

The three colored plates in this number illustrate the Snow Hunt- 
ing from the brush of Louis Agassiz Fuertes, and the Hudsonian 
Curlew and the I(uffed Grouse by Brure Horsfall, these under the 
department of the Audubon Societies. This number, according to 
tile cnntoni, is the Christmas Bird Census number. There are 199 
lists from 187 localities. The lists come from the Atlantic to the 
I’acific, ant1 from Ontario to Florida. The largest list was made by 



1 );I\VSOII :uld Umolrs at Sant;l R;~rb;rra, C:aliforni:l. They can beat 
Sort!lwn Ollio in tile winter. InIt fall behind in May. I,. J. 

The (‘ondor. Vol. XV, Janllary-E’ehruaPr, 1913, Ko. I. 
It is rarely tlmt ITP are trentctl to sm.11 n feast of Shore Birds 

as ve find in tile first :trtic,le 1)s IV. Leon Ihwwn. “A Gliinlwe of 
Surf-birds.” The firr rqm~tluc~tions of ~~llotogrxplls nppronc~h per- 
ftxtioir both 00~1 tIlta si;liltilmilit of tlir ~~llotofr~l~~ller and tile PII- 
,WXTC?l’. “Conctwling ;lntl R~~vr;tlinp Color:ttioll of ,hiinlnl*,” I)Y 
.Jnnius Ilcntlrwo~~, :itlds mliu~blr Imints to tllis c~ni~eiit cx)ntro\-rrsy. 
Ill “ S\\-allo\\-s a11tl Hrtlllll:s .. Etl\v:lrtl IL ~~;1rrrn s11ows t11at the 

swiillo~w ,are not guilty of hlrlmring tile species which Iimxsses 
‘bniilans, but tlmt it does liarlwr nil nllietl qx~c’ien. Tn-0 :rrtic,lrs 
follow relating to local distribution. In the final article Jose1111 
Grinnrll tliscusses at length ‘< The Outlooli for Conserving the Ennd- 
t:riled I’iseon as a Gnme Rird of Californin.” Interesting field notes 
c.losr the number to the etlitorial page. T!. s. 


