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white had attained in the summer of 1908 in this locality rna~ be 

formed from, the fact, t’hat on every day in July, and on all but 

five in August the corks frequently mere heard calling. often three 

or four of itllem at the same time. Upon the advance of winter 

some coveys came close about the farm-house, in one case the Rob- 
whites ate with the chickens and roosted at night under evewreen 

trees nearby ; in another place t’hey fed with the pigs in the barn- 

yard. In that winter and the following one. heavy ,r;now-falls 

were blown into deep drifts tbnt sealed the fate of many n Bob- 

white ; even the semi-domesticated ones disap]Jearetl. So n-ide- 

Ppread was their destruction that in the whole par of 1910. I 
only once saw and heard a Robwhite. The same thing n-as true 

of the gear 1911. Rarely a few of the ‘Fyeries ‘hare been reported 
by others. The birds were not bunted by gllnners. It is possible 
that some diseape was responsible for a portion of the deaths. but 
there has been no evidence that ~nc~h was the case. 

\7cctional. Town. hI.TFTPX ,R. SIIFXMAS. 

Anyone the anomalies in bird historT during tbe past winter has 

hwn the large number of Robins t’llat bare tarried in the T’pper 
Misslssinpi T’nlley in spite of the unpi-ecedentcd lenrth and swer- 

itv of the cold season. In northern Ton-n the first six Tveelrs of 
1912 gave w twenty-six mornings of zero weather. or fili" below 
tbe zero mark. The mercury on two njornings fell to XI and 36 
degrees below wro. pd on two ntbers to 24 and 25 belon-, the 
areraze for tbe twenty-six mornin,w being 13 helow. In the first 
sixteen drlvs of January on1.v onre did tbc temperature rise abo\Te 
7ero. Tllis rkor of climntp would seem sufficient to drire the 
Robins ~onPhwart1. Ilut wrh XT-RS not the cnse. On Ikcemhrr 28, 
with the mercury at 10 tlcarees hrlow rero. a flock of tn-o dozen 

or more were seen hy the mnil-carrier on Route So. 2 ant of MC- 
Grewr. Iowa. and on nim1erou~ dars since tllen one or two of the 
species baw hcen reportrl from different plncn in northern 10~~3 
and couth-western Wisconsin ; while from a point hut forty miles 
sontll of St. I’nul in Northfield. Minnesota, x friend says she has 
bad a Robin hoarder all winter. 

Romewbat similar has heen t’hr case of the Goldfinch. a species 
that Yery rarely is seen here in the winter. Tree Sparron-s and 
Juncos bare remained in some numhers with us, wberens they 
nwnll~ more farther south during the coldest months of v-i-inter. 
Tbc mnpnralleled abundance, of the ragweed crop last summer pro- 
ridrtl food everywhere for these seed-eaters. On the other hand 



few of the northern visitors have been seen: Red-l?olls but two or 

three times, and two flocks of Bohemian Waxwings. 

National, Iowa. ALTHEA R. SHERMAN. 

BIRD NOTES FROM SUMMIT, KEW JERSEY. 

December 14th, 1910-A song sparrow at my window, on the 

breakfast-shelf. First visitor of this name ever observed at this 
date. 

December 15th-A hermit thrush feeding under my window. 
Certainly a strange winter visitor. 

December Mth-For three days an oven-bird has heen hack and 
forth by my window. Cold intense. 

December 24th-The hermit thrush under my window again today. 

.Tanunry Rlst-Several little brown creepers; first seen this year. 
February lst-A phc~bc bird calling. 

February 2nd-Two phceebe birds on the trumpet vine. Sleet 

is over everything; cold intense; the sound of the bird-voices is 

pathetic. 

February 13th-A song sparrow on woodbine. Jir. W. DeW+itt 

Miller reports evening grosbeaks at Plainfield. 9. .T. 
February 25th-A robin. 
February 2 7 th-Song birds everywhere today. “ Peter. Peter, 

Peter “; sounds from the trees. and song sparrows are tilling the 
air with songs. 

January 30th. 1912-Thermometer registers sixteen below zero, 
but yhcpbme is forcibly telling his name. 

February l&h--Early morning ; thermometer at ten below: phnbe 

telling that he is there. 
February 19th--Jii,ss C. R. Thompson. of I,. IT. Snture League, 

Asbury Park. N. J.. reports a song sparrow, a white-throated spar- 

row. and a flock of red-polls and goldfinches seen during the re- 
cent colcl days. 

rS~177~9~l it. Sew Jcrsc?l. GEOKGTANNA Rr.rxvcr.~ TTor.ares. 

EGRETS ,AT HURON, OII~IO. 

On July 5, 1911, at 6:X0 a. m., I was called to tbc telel)hone and 

informed that there was a white crane at the mouth of Old Woman 
Creek. three miles cast of Huron, where the rrcelr empties into 
Lake Erie. I caught the car and arrived there at 7 a. m.. finding 
the hird standing at the edge of ,the mar&, knee deep in the wa- 
ter. It would walk around, at times darting its head heneath the 
surface as ib feeding. From the pure light straw-yellow bill and 
black legs, I decided that it was an egret (Hc?odias eqretta). It 


