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the structural side the develolnnent of feathers has been worked out ; 
and the development of pigment in the feather, which was cleared 
ul) by the researches of Dr. R. M. Strong, has just been followed by 
a denionstration of the underlying princigles of the distribution of 
that lngment in the feathers, in a paper by Dr. Oscar Riddle, in the 
Biological Bulletin for May. Dr. Riddle has also worked out “The 
Cause of the Production of “Down” and other “Down-like Structures 
in the l’lumages of Birds,” and the results appear in the Riological 
Bulletin for February of this year. On the side of color change and 
molt, Mr. C. ~Villiani Beebe has experimented with birds in captivity, 
and his results seeni to indicate that niolt and the sequence of pluni- 
ages, in the birds cxperhnented with are “not in any way predes- 
tined through inheritance bringing about an unchangeable succes- 
sion, . . . . but that it inay be interrupted by certain external factors 
in the environniental complex.” On the psychological side Professor 
Francis I-1. Derrick has contributed several articles to Sci- 
ence relating to “Cyclical Instincts” of birds--migrating, courting 
or mating, nest building, incubating, care of young, etc. And still 
there is abundance of rooni for other studies by as ninny people as 
niay have the inclination to enter upon research within this groul, 
of animals. 

THE “~~AIZPREST NonrrP REWORD or THE Caktilna~ rr\~ Iowa.--On 
the bottoni lands of the Mississippi River at the mouth of Sni Magi11 
Creek, which is four niiles south of the 43d parallel of latitude, on 
April 17th, 1908, a pair of Cardinals was seen by inc. The feuiale 
singing in a tree was noticed first, and she was soon joined by the 
male, also in song. Groin a resident of that locality it \vas learned 
that birds of their description were seeu on a neighboring island on 
Alnil 9th of this year. These birds are believed to be several niiles 
farther north in Iowa than any of their species hitherto reported. 

ALTHEA R. SHERMAN, National, Iowa. 

A QUAIL TR~GE:~Y.-O~ the niorning of February 27, 1008, near Sid- 
ncy, Ohio, a flock of quails was noticed flying at full speed directly 
toward a house. The next instant they struck the building with a 
thud. \Ve then observed that they had been pursued by a large hawk, 
possibly a Cooper’s, although it secnied to be as large as a Red-tail. 
However, we failed to identify it. An exainination showed that four 
quails had been killed instantly by the irnlsact, and that two niore 
had been stunned, one of which died in a few minutes. The other 
soon recovered, and upon hearing oue of the scattered hock calling, 
we turned it loose. The ground was covered with snow and the sun 



was shining brightly. Them coutlitious, togctber \vith the fact that 
the house was painted white, 1Jrobably farored the collision. 

1\11ss FARIDA WILEY. 

IPACHMAN’S SPARROW IN Tusc~~a~~v~s COCJNTT.-I hare the pleas- 

uw of reporting a Bacluilau’s Sparrow for this couuty. It was seen 
Aluil 22, on a weedy nud busby hillside in the uortheastcru part of 
the couuty, about n mile aud n half uorthcnst of Strasbwg. As it 
sat ou a feuce-post about three rotls away from me, nud saiig d- 
viiicly, while my field-glass was tisrd upon it, there coultl be uo iuis- 
take of its wonderful vocal 1mformaiices to be in error regardiug it. 
According to Dnwsol~‘s “Birds of Ohio,” this bird has not hitherto 
beat idcntiticd in this State farther north than Fairfield Courity. 
If any record of the bird’s nlgearance has been made since the pub- 
lication of Dawson’s work, I hare uot seeu it. My record brings 
the summer rnuge of this lovely songster considerably farther north. 
The little minstrel rehearsed all the rarieties of tune, uow sprightly 
and glad, uow slow and l>eusire, which Mr. Iktwson describes so 
grapliically. It is really woiiderful tllnt such a coiiriiioii-lookiiig lit- 
tle bird should have so sulwrb a syrinx. 

BALI) EAGLE (Halitrtrrs Icctcocel)~~~Zlcn) ANI) GREAT IIORNEI~ Ow-r, 
( BL(bo ‘C:il’{]rli,l%Cf?lZL9) OWUPYINC TIIE SAME NEST-on tk 15th Of Jim- 

wry, 1008, I receiretl a bos of Eagle’s eggs from B’lorida, anioug 
which \Vi;tS out set collected wider uuusuxl circwustnnces as well as 
furuishiug a reuiarlrable record for a large sized riest of this species. 

The locality was in Desota county, aud the date of collection, De- 
cember 17, 1907. 

The gcntlelrtau who collcctcd the eggs, writes that the old bird left 
the iiest as he neared the hinge lriue tree iu wliich it was placed. A 
climb of 70 feet brought him to the tol) of the ucst, but em he had 
reached this point, he fiushed a IIorued Owl from a rude cavity iu 
the side of the Eagle’s uest, in which she had formed a nest and 
deposited two eggs. 

This nest had beeu used for years by Bald Eagles, each annual 
addition of materials incrcnsiu g the height until it reached tlfteeri 
feet up between the nuiin forks of the tree. At the bottom it was 
eight feet through, where it was jainiiied hi betweeu the forks, aud 
from here it tapered to four feet, teu feet up, mid agaiu spread out 
to six feet ou top where the two Eagle eggs rested ou soft, dry grass 
in the rudely-formed depression. 

Four feet from the bottom of this huge pile of bi’anches and debris 
was the Owl’s home, coutniuing two freshly laid eggs. 

The Eagle’s eggs must have beeu laid quite early in the month, as 
the embryos were beginning to form. They are large, clean, haud- 


