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PRIORITY. 

We live in hopes, in fact ~vc have lived in hopes for these 

many years past, that, ~sotue day all the prcccdcnts will have 

been cshaustctl and we will have achieved that n~ill~enium when 

our nomenclature will b,e stable, when wc can write a Latin 

name with some rcasonahle hope that the studcnt who delves 

not in archeological tcrminolog~~ will be able to uud~crstantl 

what species we are speaking about. 

Theoretically, the supply o’f precdents cannot lx incshau+ 

tiblc ; WC thcreforc hail each, ~1~1 c\-e1-y change with the c(m- 

fort@ thought : “One name ncarcr the ciitl.” 

There comes a time, lmwcvcr~ ~vhen patiqlce ccascs to lx ;: 

virtue. 1Vhcn we see old idols, the frknds of our childhoo:l. 

ruthlessly dashed to the ground--n-hen old Corvus ainerica- 

nus is relegated to the dust heap of s!-nonomy after years of 

foad association, wlicn Eubo is thrcateiml with like cstinc-- 

tioii,--thrn xc wonder what tlii5 sacred thing Priority is. 

I17hethcr nonicnclattirc is rcallr a “;\Icans to an ciitl” as Priil.- 

ciplc I say, cr whether it exists for the glory of tlcntl, long- 

forgotten oriiithol(i~ists--cftcn of cJiic5ticmnblc attaiiinicnts- 

WllO, h_ :t streak Of lUCli, llZlppCllCt1 t0 tZlCli tl!C first 1lXl:C UpO;: 

a bird of which hc, perhaps, saw mcrcl!- n fragncnt, and kiic~:; 

as little of its place in the livin, fl world as n-c do of n:usliroo1n5 

o’n Mars. 
The scientific ncm:cnclaturc mists xro~ctlly for stabi!i?y 

alone. Let him who doubts this perme the lists of s!xoiioin! 

that adorn our niaiiuals. It is amusing then to turn to the 

vernacular naiiia-, which have no scientific standing, and xc’ 

subject to cvcry nhim of tl:e pm&g speaker ant1 scribbles. 

It secn~s lilx a travesty upon our system of tasononip thal 

the vulgar names that arc discarded by mature scientists 3s 

tm cvanesrnt for recognition have proved stable in so high a 

degree, while the st’cin of Latin ant1 Greek derivatives chose71 
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for that same quality od stability have fluctuated l&e tke tides 
without their regularity. They have been bandEed about by the 
breath of every dusty book worm that has happenjed upon an 
author who happened to have put a namle in the first chapter 
inst’ead of thme secoad elf his miss-gotten book. Technicality 
aft,er technicality has been made use of, often directly against 
the evident wishmes of the original autho’r, and to-day one hes- 
itates to use a nam’e for fear that befo’re the paper passes 
through the printer’s hands it will be antiquated in its phrase- 
ology. 

In conclusion let us ask, Has not the law of Priority been 
reduced to a fetish? and is a name really appli’ed to a species 
folr convenience in handling olr to the ,end that a man’s name 
may go down to posterity attached in an abbreviat’ed form to 
an already too long bi- or trin801mial? In b,rief, is the scientist 
madme for the nam,e or the name for the scientist? Which 
wags, the tail or the dog? 

THREE HITHERTO UNKNOWN I’ELTCAN RECOKDS 
FOR OHIO. 

WlG in Port Clinton, Ohio, in July, l!XM, T found out that 
a j,eweler by the name od Dcwit had shot a P’elican the prec’ed- 
ing fall o’n Lake Eric. The specimen was taken along to New 
York City bmy a friend of his and momunted in that city. 

AboEut twenty years ago a Pelican was shot 1% mil’es somuth 
of Tiffin on Santlusky River and stood mountNed for years 
in a local cigar store. In November, 1901, anoth,er P’elican 
was shot by so~me 10~~~1 hunters in the Clooxmvill~e marshes in 
Seneca Co. I do not know what became of the specimen. 
They were all Pelicanus erythro,rhynchos. 

a4N Al)I>T’I’TON ‘1’0 THE RIKDS OF TUTDDT~t~ SOU?H- 
ERN OHIO. 

The fact that Dr. Jones and Rev. Dawson found the Bl,aclc 
Terns along the Ohio River in August, 1902, and also 


