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the nesting I)it-(1s for comparisot~, as the birds th~mxolws. nsitlr from 

their new record, may be specialized. Only one other bird of this 

species has been taken so far nrxth. This was srcnretl by Mu. Figgitt, 

in Maryland. My record was announced by Mr William Palmer. in 

77~ A&z*, as also, I believe, ;\lr. Kggitt’s was. Mr. Palmer thinks the 

bird will be found abundantly it1 eastern Virginia The nature of t11r 

ground where the nest was found was very red and dry, and ttrr trees a*-? 

Scrub Oaks, Old Field Pine and D~~gwood. 

JNO. W’. I~ANTEI., JR., I.S( /i~v//rvm/~, LT. .C. I - 
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THE LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO, 1898 HORIZON. 

~‘onsiderat~le has alrexl~. appeared in the Hr~l.l.tnrs on the birds of 

Lorain County, in furtherance of the plan suggest4 by your committee 

on Geographic;ll Distribution. It seems only fitting to round out that 

work, at the close of the year. by making a full report of what has been 

accomplished. It should be said at the outset that the work here reported 

has been carrird on by Mr. W I.. Dawson and the writer more or lrss 

jointly, at least as much so as it would br possible for two persons to 

work together without making a business of it. 

During the year eighty-seven excursions were made more or- less out of 

town into the woods and fields for the purpose of observation and study 

of the birds. Of these only seventeen were trips to the more distant 

L<arts of the county, occupying the whole day in the majority of cases. 

Five of these long trips were tuadr in company with R considrrablr 

number of stndents as class rxcursions. Of the seventy short trips, 

thirty-seven were with the Ornithology class, leaving forty-five short 

trips independent of the class Thrsr trips with the class would not 

ordinarily be considered equal in importance to the others. l)ut at such 

times a careful record was kept and often unusual species noticed. It 

deems necessary, therefore, to include them as a part of the wholr pork 

of the year. 

Rather mol-e than half of the seventy short trips were devoted to earl! 

morning work and were therefore of short duration never more than 
three hours, and often half that. Hut the early morning is the best tinrca 

for the study of birds. Some frw wwe half day trips to neighboring 



ti~lds and woods with a view to making a carafnl search for the nmre 

unco”lmo” species. 

While thr work varied somewhat with the months, yet enough was 

done it1 each month of the year to makr a fairly complete record. April, 

May :<nd Jurle have forty-seven trips credited to them, a large proportion 

of them being trips with the class. Nearly all of the class work was 

done in these three months. of necessity. A little was carried into J”ly. 

It m”st not be supposed that the whole work of the year was corlfined 

to the trips enumerated. Many valuC~ble records were made during 

walks to and from work and during ;I few minutes on the college campus 

when the warblers were nnosually numerous. At least two records were 

made in Mr. Dawsun’s door-yard which were not duplicated during the 

year. Mr. I);lwson’s weekly appoitltments at R neighboring countq 

village afforded excellent opportunities for observation. Were these 

trips counted with the othrrs the n”ml)er woald aggregate more than a 

hondred for the year 

The whole number of sprcies recorded for the connty during 1898 is 

175, there being but twenty which mere not seen by both cf us. The 

whole number ol species recorded for the county in twenty years is 221. 

Of this number thirty-ninr are casual and accidental, leaving but seven 

species which might reasonably he expected which we did not see. Of 

these seven four are irregnlar i” their occurrence. On the other hnnd, 

twelve species now considered 1-21-e were rrcorded. These twelve are : 
Horned Grrhe, Grrater Yellow-legs, Sairtl’s and Red-hxcked Sandpipers, 

(iolden Eagle, Bar” Owl. Short-eared Owl, LincolIl’s Sparrow, Pine 

\\rarhler, Mourning Wxrblrr. !&wick’s Wren snd Grxy-cheeked Thrush. 

Hewick’s Wren is the only species new to the county list. 

So nluch for details What results, beyond the strengthening of the 

county list, CH” we show for the twelve-month of labor ? Four species 

were added LO the writer’s list and seven to MI-. I)awson’s. Several 

little know” species have been better learned and the songs of those and 

othrrs heard for the tirst time. Thr conviction that visually aimless 

walks purrly for exercise can be turned to pleasurable and profitable 

account deepened. Better health resulting from FL definite plan for every 

half holiday as well as every whole holiday for open air work with the 

birds, bringing more and better exercise than any unplanned ramble 

could. .\ssurancr m:rde doubly sure that birds are creatures of all 

weathers. and that they are mure easily approached and many of their 

habits better studied d”ring stortny than during fair weather. A” 

aronsrd pohlic sentiment in favor of the birds among both citizens and 
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students, resulting in far better protection of our native birils .\ clexr1 

conception of the relations existing betwern the migrations IIf the birds 

and other natural phenomena In short, it has been R year full of profit. 

Luwx JoxEh, (Ihe/-Zin, Ohio. 

A SHOK'fEST-DAY-OF-'I-HE-YEAK HORIZON. 

~)ect:tnl~er ~2nd of this winter completed in this locality :I week 01 

south winds and thawing weather. The snow having vanishrd, except 

for fence-roxv drifts, the walking w;~s very heavy in most places UC- 

casional spatters of rain all day long, detracted only a little from thr 

pleasures of a tramp which Professor Jones and I m:lde to lake Erir. 

via Chance creek. The course to he traversed called for twenty-one 

miles on foot with a return in the evening “on the electaics.” 

The Professor had set his heart on finding n Red-breasted Nuthatch in 

the Chance creek gorge-and so we did, just one, in company with W. 

B’s, (as we called the White-breasted Nuthatches, for short) and Brown 

Creepers He WRS exriclrntly established for the winter and right glad 

we were to find him ; for this is thr first winter record for the county. 

\Vhilr we were lwating through a copse near the top of the hank I was 

suddenly rooted to the spot by that swrrtrst note in any languagr, 

“ C’XfY’/.\’ ~~/Lrc/-l~ .’ ” _ I 
IJlnebird ! ” 

When I could rrcover my breath 1 shouted, “Jones. 

there’s a And immediately from the top of a tree, hard by, 

there floated down the delirions strains of a Ulnehird’s spring song. 

Scarcely could I restain the impulse to fall on my knes, SO like a 

heavenly messenger it seemed It was indeed a Bluebird, dropped down 

out of the sky on the shortest day of winter. The first note we heal-d 

a little to the north of us, while the bird was on the wing, and he passed 

off into the murky south, flying high It was perhaps a laggard from 

the north ; but if this he true, its song was ail the more rrm:~rkal~lr, for 

it sang incessantly during the minutr it stayed upon the tree. On the 

other hand, it might have been lured north by the mild weather, but 

struck with sudden misgiving at sight of the chilly lake a few miles 

further on At any rate we respectfully submit it RS either- the latrst 

I‘ fall ” or earliest “ spring ” record for this virinity. 

Red-headed Woodpeckers appeared in another wood some thrre miles 

. 


