
NOTES 

NOCTURNAL MOONLIGHT CALLING BY 
ELEGANT TROGON IN ARIZONA 

BRUCE G. ELLIOTT, California Department of Fish and Game, 2201 Garden Road, 
Monterey, California 93940 

On 29 June 19821 heard extended post-dusk calling by an Elegant Trogon (Trogon 
elegan$) in the South Fork portion of Cave Creek Canyon, Chiricahua Mountains, 
Cochise County, Arizona. There was a half-full, waxing moon and light intensity in the 
canyon due to both direct and cliff-side reflected light was sufficiently bright to see 
many details of the South Fork Creek riparian vegetation quite clearly. The bird com- 
menced calling at 2112, approximately 45 minutes after all noticeable solar illumina- 
tion had concluded. The bird called a series of the typical turkey-like "cory-cory-cory" 
notes at intervals of about 20 seconds for at least 17 minutes, and last call series noted 
occurring at 2129. During the-calling period, the bird moved the length of a territory 
that I and accompanying observers had noted earlier that day. I heard no other trogon 
vocalize, and the only other conspicuous noises occurring locally during the same 
period were the calls of one or more Spotted Owls ($trix occidentalis) from a distance 
high above on the slopes of this same canyon; the owls did not commence calling until 
several minutes after the trogon initiated its sequence of calls. 

I can find no record of this species or others of the New World representatives of the 
family vocalizing after dark. My own observation of trogons in this area span several 
breeding seasons since 1956 and I had never heard trogons call before first-light of 
dawn. 
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