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IN THE UNITED STATES
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We report here the first recorded breeding of Black Storm-Petrel (Oceano-
droma melania) in the United States. The Black Storm-Petrel breeds on offshore
islands on both sides of Baja California, Mexico. Grinnell (1928) confined it to
Islas San Benitos and Los Coronados on the Pacific side with populations on Roca
Consag, Isla Partida and Islas San Luis on the Gulf of California side. Colonies
may exist on some of the numerous other islands off Baja California.

In southern California waters, the Black Storm-Petrel is primarily a post-
breeding visitor with some individuals ranging at least as far north as Pt. Reyes,
Marin County. A few, however, can be found throughout the year off California
(Crossin 1974). )

On 16 July 1976 a Black Storm-Petrel incubating an egg was found on Sutil
Island, a tiny islet immediately adjacent to Santa Barbara Island, Channel Islands
National Monument, California. The birds’ presence on Sutil was first suspected
on 27 June 1976 when two or three were heard calling at night while we were
mist netting Ashy Storm-Petrels (0. homochroa). A small number of Ashy
Storm-Petrels had been banded and released. Several others were heard singing
and seen flying about the cliffs when loud, rather explosive but short and oft-
repeated calls of a presumed different species of storm-petrel were heard. Listen-
ing to a recorded tape several days later of Black Storm-Petrels from Islas Los
Coronados nearly convinced us that we had heard that species.

Our next visit to Sutil Island was on 16 July 1976 when an estimated 10
Black Storm-Petrels were heard to call from the precipitous ledges above us.
Later that night we discovered an incubating bird. It was held till the following
morning when it was measured (culmen, 16.5 mm; wing chord, 175 mm), photo-
graphed, banded and released.

Our only encounter with breeding Black Storm-Petrels in our surveys of all
the Channel Islands has been the very small colony mentioned here, thus request-
ing permission of the Park Service to collect a specimen was considered unwise.
Photographs were deposited at the San Diego Natural History Museum.

The nest was located 60 cm straight back in an estimated 15 ¢m diameter
grotto of a rocky cliff face about 20 m up from the rocky beach. The single
white egg was deposited on the ground without the benefit of nesting material.
Egg shells of a Xantus’ Murrelet (Erndomychura bypoleuca) that had hatched
carlier in the year were also present at the nest site.

Given the extremely small size of Sutil Island (350 x 250 m) and the low-
density nesting behavior of this species (Van Rossem 1915), probably no more
than 20 or 30 birds could be nesting there.
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