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THE COMMON KINGFISHER (ALCEDO ATTHIS): AN 
EXCEPTIONAL FIRST RECORD FOR THE WEST INDIES 

AND THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE
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El Martín Pescador Común (Alcedo atthis): primer registro excepcional para las Antillas y el Hemis-
ferio Occidental.
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On 20 April 2003, Rodríguez obtained a 1980, Fry & Fry 1992). The specimen from

Common Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) within 2
km of Palo Alto, east of Júcaro, and south of
Ciego de Ávila, Cuba. Three boys had killed
the kingfisher with sling shots after a long
pursuit through the local mangroves.
Rodríguez prepared the specimen as a study
skin, which now is in his private collection.
The bird was an adult, based on the abundant
abdominal and breast fat, as well as plumage
characteristics. Measurements taken included:
total length: 174 mm, wing chord: 71 mm, bill
length: 36 mm, tarsus length: 24 mm, and tail
length: 27 mm.

The Common Kingfisher is widely dis-
tributed throughout Palearctic and Oriental
regions, to New Guinea and the Solomons
Islands (Clements 1978, Bruun & Singer
______________
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Cuba constitutes the first record from the
West Indies and, moreover, the Western
Hemisphere. We do not know how it reached
the Cuban coast, although we do not believe
it was by human introduction.
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