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Resumen. – VIImo Congreso de Ornitología Neotropical, Puyehue, Chile, 5–11 de Octubre de 2003:
Informe del Presidente y del Secretario General. – El VIImo Congreso de Ornitología Neotropical (VII
CON), organizado por la Sociedad de Ornitología Neotropical (SON), tuvo lugar en Puyehue, Xma Región,
Chile, del 5 al 11 de Octubre de 2003. Dos otras reuniones se realizaron al mismo tiempo: El VIImo Con-
greso Chileno de Ornitología y la Conferencia en Conservación de Especies Migratorias en el Hemisferio
Occidental. La Unión de Ornitólogos de Chile (UNORCH) fue la sociedad patrocinadora en Chile. El pre-
sidente del VII CON fue François Vuilleumier y su Secretario General Luis A. Espinosa G. Las hermosas
facilidades del Hotel y Spa Termas de Puyehue (salones de plenarios, salas de reuniones, acomodaciones y
comida) ofrecieron un magnífico lugar de encuentro. Aqua Motion Ltda de Puerto Varas, con su Gerente
General Matthias Holzmann, proporcionó una excelente ayuda logística en terreno. Las preparaciones para
el VII CON comenzaron en Noviembre de 1999 y se continuaron con muchas otras reuniones, en Chile y
los Estados Unidos. La página web del Congreso permitió a los participantes registrarse en línea. Mas de
391 participantes se registraron de 37 países, 26 de los cuales eran de América Latina. Asistencia financiera
de cerca de $55 000 fue otorgada a alrededor de 100 participantes (uno de cada cuatro recibió ayuda finan-
ciera). El costo total del VII CON fue alrededor de $220 000; los mayores gastos fueron los del hotel, la
traducción simultánea y la página web. La obtención de fondos extras fue indispensable para cubrir estos
gastos, ya que sólo con los valores de las inscripciones no se alcanzan a cubrir los costos de un evento de
tal envergadura. Un excelente programa científico , preparado por los co-presidentes: Cristina Y. Miyaki
(Brasil) y Jaime Jiménez (Chile), incluyó 5 plenarias, 20 simposios de 5 presentaciones cada uno, 6 talleres,
2 mesas redondas, 20 sesiones de presentaciones orales y 140 afiches. Excursiones anteriores y posteriores
al congreso permitieron a los participantes visitar una variada gama de paisajes, desde la costa y puna en el
extremo norte, hasta la Patagonia y Tierra del Fuego en el extremo sur. Premios fueron entregados a los
autores de las mejores presentaciones y afiches de estudiantes. Fue creado un nuevo fondo de la SON, el
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Fondo Vuilleumier designado a ayudar a jóvenes estudiantes latinoamericanos en ornitología Neotropical.
En el último día del VII CON, el nuevo comité ejecutivo de la SON, bajo la presidencia de Patricia Esca-
lante-Pliego (Méjico), tomo a su cargo la administración de la SON. Las ceremonias de apertura y clausura,
realizadas en el salón principal del hotel Termas de Puyehue, incluyeron una interpretación musical del
famoso grupo folklórico chileno Bordemar.

Resumo. – VII Congresso de Ornitologia Neotropical, Puyehue, Chile, 5-11 de Outubro de 2003:
Relatório do Presidente e do Secretário Geral. – O VII Congresso de Ornitologia Neotropical (CON),
organizado pela Sociedade de Ornitologia Neotropical (SON), ocorreu em Puyehue, Xª Região, Chile, de 5
a 11 de Outubro de 2003. Dois eventos adicionais ocorreram sumultaneamente: a VII Congresso de Orni-
tologia Chilena e a Conferência sobre Conservação de Espécies Migratórias no Hemisfério Ocidental. A
União de Ornitologos Chilenos (UNORCH) foi a sociedade anfitriã no Chile. O Presidente do VII NOC
foi François Vuilleumier e o Secretário Geral foi Luis A. Espinosa G. A infraestrutura do Hotel e Spa Ter-
mas de Puyehue (anfiteatros, salas de reunião, acomodações e refeições) forneceu im excelente e belo local
para o evento. A Aqua Motion Ltda. De Puerto Varas, coordenada pelo seu Gerente Geral Matthias Holz-
mann, proporcionou um excelente apoio logístico local. Os preparativos para o VII NOC se iniciaram em
Novembro de 1999 e foram discutidos em várias reuniões no Chile e nos Estados Unidos. A página de
Internet do Congresso permitiu que os participantes se registrassem “online”. Estavam presentes mais de
391 participantes registrados de 37 países, 26 dos quais eram da América Latina. Mais de 70% dos partici-
pantes eram da América Latina. Muitos estudantes compareceram (cerca de 55% do total de participantes),
sendo a maioria da América Latina. Auxílio financeiro de cerca de USD$ 55 000 foi oferecido para cerca
de 100 participantes (um de cada quarto participantes recebeu auxílio). O orçamento total do VII NOC, de
aproximadamente USD$ 220 000, incluiu como despesas mais elevadas os custod do hotel, o service de
tradução e a página de Internet. A captação de recursos foi indispensavel para cobrir todos os gastos, pois
as inscrições não seriam suficientes para cobri-los. O programa científico, preparado pelos “co-chairs” do
Comitê de Programa Científico, Cristina Miyaki (Brasil) e Jaime Jiménez (Chile), incluiu cinco palestras ple-
nárias, 20 simpósios com cinco apresentações cada, seis oficinas, duas mesas-redondas, 20 seções de apre-
sentações orais e 140 painéis. As viagens pré e pós-congresso permitiram que os particioantes visitassem
vários tipos de paisagem no Chile, na costa e puna no extremo norte, até a Patagônia e Terra do Fogo.
Foram distribuídos prêmios para os melhores trabalhos orais e painéis de estudantes. Um novo “Fundo
Vuilleumier” foi criado para auxiliar jovens estudantes de ornitologia neotropical da América Latina. No
último dia do VII NOC, a nova Diretoria Executiva da SON tomou posse, tendo como Presidente Patricia
Escalante-Pliego (México). As cerimônias de abertura e encerramento, que ocorreram no auditório geral
em termas de Puyehue, incluíram apresentações musicais do famoso grupo chileno Bordemar.

Abstract. – The VIIth Neotropical Congress of Ornithology (VII NOC), organized by the Neotropical

Ornithological Society (NOS), took place in Puyehue, Xth Region, Chile, 5–11 October 2003. Two other
meetings were held concurrently: the VIIth Chilean Congress of Ornithology and the Conference on Con-
servation of Migratory Species in the Western Hemisphere. The Union of Chilean Ornithologists
(UNORCH) was the host society in Chile. The president of the VII NOC was François Vuilleumier and its
Secretary General Luis A. Espinosa G. The beautiful facilities of the Hotel and Spa Termas de Puyehue
(lecture halls, meeting rooms, accommodation, and food) offered a magnificent venue. Aqua Motion Ltda
of Puerto Varas, headed by its General Manager Matthias Holzmann, provided excellent logistical ground
support. Preparations for the VII NOC started in November 1999 and were carried out through many
meetings, in Chile and in the United States. The Congress website allowed participants to register online.
Over 391 registered participants from 37 countries, 26 of which were from Latin America, attended the
VII NOC. Over 70% of the participants were from Latin America. Many students (about 55% of the total
of participants) attended, most of them from Latin America. Financial assistance of about $55,000 was
awarded to about 100 participants (one participant in four therefore received financial help). The total
budget of the VII NOC, about $220,000, included as major expenses hotel costs, translation services, and
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the website. Fund raising was indispensable to cover these expenses, as the registration fees do not cover
the costs of such an event. The outstanding scientific program, prepared by Scientific Program Co-Chairs
Cristina Y. Miyaki (Brazil) and Jaime Jiménez (Chile), included 5 plenary lectures, 20 symposia of 5 papers
each, 6 workshops, 2 round tables, 20 sessions of oral papers, and 140 posters. Pre- and post Congress field
trips allowed participants to visit Chile’s varied landscapes, from the coast and puna in the extreme north,
to Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego in the far south. Prizes were awarded for the best student oral papers
and posters. A new fund of the NOS, the Vuilleumier Fund, designed to help young Latin American stu-
dents of Neotropical ornithology, was created. As of the last day of the VII NOC, the new Executive
Board of the NOS, under the presidency of Patricia Escalante-Pliego (Mexico) took over the administra-
tion of the NOS. The opening and closing ceremonies, held in the main lecture hall at Termas de Puyehue,
included musical entertainment by the well-known Chilean group Bordemar.

Key words: VII Neotropical Ornithological Congress, Puyehue, Chile, South America, Latin America,
Neotropical Ornithological Society, scientific program, organizing committees, budget, Vuilleumier Fund,
student participation.
INTRODUCTION

This was the first time that Chilean ornitholo-
gists had the pleasure of hosting a Neotropi-
cal Ornithological Congress. Two previous
congresses had been convened in southern
South America, the 1st in Argentina (Buenos
Aires, 25 November–1 December 1979), and
the 5th in Paraguay (Asunción, 5–11 August
1995). Organized by the Neotropical Orni-
thological Society (NOS), the VIIth Neotropi-
cal Ornithological Congress (VII NOC) was
held in Puyehue, just outside the magnificent
Puyehue National Park, Xth Region, Chile,
from 5 to 11 October 2003. The host society
in Chile, the Union of Chilean Ornithologists
(Unión de Ornitólogos de Chile, UNORCH)
helped organize the VII NOC, and held the
VIIth Chilean Congress of Ornithology (VII
Congreso Chileno de Ornitología, VII CCO)
simultaneously and jointly with the VII NOC.
In parallel with these two congresses, the
Department of State and the Fish and Wild-
life Service of the United States convened the
“Conference on Conservation of Migratory
Species in the Western Hemisphere” (CCM-
SWH; “Conferencia del Hemisferio Occiden-
tal sobre Conservación de Especies Migra-
torias”), 6–8 October 2003.

All three events, VII NOC, VII CCO, and

CCMSWH, took place under the same roof,
in the spectacular “Hotel and Spa Termas de
Puyehue,” which has second-to-none facilities
for reunions with such a large number of
attendants. To go from one event to another,
all the participants had to do was to walk up
or down a couple of floors to reach the main
lecture hall, the different rooms for symposia,
oral papers, workshops, and round table dis-
cussions, or the halls were posters were dis-
played and exhibitors showed their products,
and where artwork was hung. The spacious
dining room areas were conveniently located
just below the meeting halls areas. When they
wanted a break, the congress attendants
needed only to step out of the Hotel Termas
de Puyehue and take short walks to a variety
of habitats where local and endemic Chilean
birds could easily be observed. Other facilities
included very comfortable spaces for small or
informal meetings, a centrally located and
well-stocked bar, shops, and a thermal swim-
ming pool.

Spanish and English were the two official
languages of the congress. Speakers were
encouraged to deliver their papers in English,
as this is the lingua franca of science, but they
were left to choose. A translation service
was available during the congress (see
below). General items in the Program and
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Book of Abstracts were printed in both lan-
guages. Abstracts were printed in the lan-
guages in which they were submitted. 

This report generally follows the format
used by Enkerlin-Hoeflich & Vuilleumier
(2000) in their report of the VIth NOC in
Monterrey, México, 4–9 October 1999.
However, the present document includes
details about the organization and other
aspects of the VIIth congress that the earlier
one for the VIth congress did not have. We
hope thereby, first to set a standard and a
template for the preparation of future NOC
reports, thus facilitating the task of authors of
such reports, and second, to provide informa-
tion that will be useful for those in charge of
organizing future NOCs. The list of regis-
tered participants at VII NOC is included in
Appendix 1. It was prepared using the data-
bases elaborated by Ellen Paul and Ximena
Campbell.

ORGANIZATION

The decision to hold the VII NOC in Chile
was made at the VIth NOC in Monterrey,
México, in October 1999, after several pro-
posals from other countries had been exam-
ined by the then Executive Board of the
NOS. In November 1999, a month after hav-
ing been elected to the new Executive Board
of the NOS for the 4-year period 1999–2003,
NOS president François Vuilleumier and
Council Member Victoria McDonald flew
to Chile to attend the VIth Chilean Congress
of Ornithology in Antofagasta. There they
laid the groundwork and set up an agenda
and timetable for the VII NOC, with the
help of an ad hoc committee consisting of
several UNORCH members, including
its then president, Jürgen Rottmann, and
the eventual Secretary General of the VII
NOC, Luis A. Espinosa G. The decision
to hold   the VII NOC jointly with the VII
CCO in the town of Puerto Varas, Xth

Region, in southern Chile’s beautiful Lake
District, was made in Antofagasta in Novem-
ber 1999.

Between October 2000 and February
2003, Vuilleumier made five other trips to
Chile, either alone or accompanied at various
times by NOS Executive Board members
Victoria McDonald, Raymond McNeil, and
M. Ross Lein, by Scientific Program Commit-
tee Co-Chairs Cristina Miyaki and Jaime Jime-
nez, and by coordinator Ellen Paul. During
these trips, to Puerto Varas and to Santiago,
Chile’s capital, numerous meetings were held
with Chilean organizations and offices in
addition to members of the Executive Board
of UNORCH, including SAG (Servicio Agrí-
cola y Ganadero), CONAF (Corporación
Nacional Forestal de Chile), the National
Museum of Natural History, CONAMA
(Corporación Nacional del Medio Ambiente),
the Mayor of Puerto Varas, the Governor
(“Intendente”) of the Xth Region, and the
Rector (President) of the Universidad de los
Lagos. The detailed structure of the organiza-
tion of the VII NOC was in place before the
end of 2000.

François Vuilleumier, president of the
NOS, was also president of the VII NOC.
Luis A. Espinosa G., of Puerto Varas, mem-
ber of the Executive Board of UNORCH and
Coordinator of Waterbird Censuses in Chile,
was appointed Secretary General. After his
withdrawal as chair of the Scientific Program
Committee (SPC), Dr. Karl-L. Schuchmann
(Germany) was replaced by two co-chairs, Dr.
Jaime Jiménez, of the Universidad de los
Lagos in Osorno, Chile, and Dra. Cristina
Yumi Miyaki, of the Universidade de São
Paulo, Brazil. The full SPC eventually
included an additional ten members from six
countries: Cristián Estades, María Victoria
López, Roberto Schlatter, and Cristina Klesse
(Chile), Maria Alice dos Santos Alves and
Luiz dos Anjos (Brazil), Patricia Escalante
(México), Diego Montalti (Argentina), John
4
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Rappole (USA), and Angela Schmitz-Ornés
(Venezuela). The Student Travel Awards
Committee was composed of André Weller
(Germany), Chairman, and members Luiz dos
Anjos (Brazil) and John Rappole (USA).
Cristián Estades, Charif Tala, and Jorge
Tomasevic were appointed by UNORCH
as the official UNORCH representatives on
the organization of the VII NOC, and were
also charged to coordinate activities between
the VII NOC and UNORCH’s own VII
CCO.

Early in 2000 the Executive Board of the
NOS appointed Matthias Holzmann, Gen-
eral Manager (“Gerente General”) of Aqua
Motion Ltda in Puerto Varas, Tour Operator
for Chile and Patagonia and a member of the
Board of Directors of the “Corporación de
Desarrollo Turístico y Cultural de Puerto
Varas,” as the Local Coordinator for Logistics.
Subsequently, Matthias Holzmann and his
staff at Aqua Motion (Jorge Barra, Ximena
Campbell, Kathy Cuevas, Antonio Hernán-
dez, Karin Holzmann, Klaus Holzmann,
María Alicia Madrid, Alejandra Mardones, and
Hugo Torres) and the officers and staff of the
Corporación, especially its President, Eric
Ebner Fuentes, and its Executive Director,
Bettina Holzmann, all working in close coor-
dination with the NOS, prepared the ground
arrangements for the VII NOC, such as
accommodation, local transportation, cultural
events, registration of participants, etc. The
Executive Board of the NOS entered into an
agreement with the Executive Board of the
“Corporación” that greatly facilitated, among
other things, financial aspects of the organiza-
tion of the VII NOC. Ellen Paul (USA), Exec-
utive Director of the Ornithological Council,
joined the organization of the NOC in 2002
as a coordinator, and greatly assisted the NOS
and the local committees in Chile during the
final phases of preparation of the congress.
She and NOS Secretary M. Ross Lein accom-
panied François Vuilleumier during a critical

last trip to Chile prior to the congress, in early
2003.

The members of the Executive Board of
the NOS unanimously agreed that it was
indispensable to publish a volume of Proceed-
ings of the Congress. Raymond McNeil, Edi-
tor of Ornitología Neotropical, took over the
responsibility of editing these proceedings,
and set up guidelines for the preparation of
manuscripts. Iván Lazo, former Managing
Editor of the Revista Chilena de Historia Nat-
ural, was appointed co-editor of the proceed-
ings. 

In spite of the usual difficulties (and some
quite unusual ones) that the organizers of the
NOC had to surmount before the congress,
the detailed preparations made prior to the
opening of the VII NOC insured a flawless
congress. Upon their arrival in Puyehue, par-
ticipants were given an attractive briefcase of
dark green cloth (the color of forests in south-
ern Chile…), containing the Program and
Book of Abstracts, and adorned with the
insignias of the two congresses and the hand-
some logo of the NOC, a Buff-necked Ibis
Theristicus melanopis, an abundant and typical
species of southern Chile’s lake region,
depicted against a background of lake, forest,
snow, and a perfectly cone-shaped volcano.
The beautiful VII NOC logo was designed by
the talented Chilean ornithologist and artist
Ricardo Matus, who was chair of the NOC
Art Exhibit Committee, with Jorge Ruiz as his
co-chair.

LanChile was the official airline of the VII
NOC. Several organizations provided crucial
services and much needed personnel before
and during the congress. They include espe-
cially the Universidad de los Lagos in Osorno,
Tur Viajes, UNORCH, Intérpretes Simul-
táneas Ltda, and Aqua Motion. The very
attractive Program and Book of Abstracts,
painstakingly prepared by Scientific Program
Committee co-chairs Jaime Jimenez and Cris-
tina Miyaki, was designed by graphic designer
5
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Verónica Etcheverry R. from Puerto Montt
and printed by Etcheverry Printers in
Osorno. Other printing jobs were executed by
Gráfica Ensenada (Luis Hernán Droguett S.,
manager) in Puerto Varas. The costs of print-
ing the Program and Book of Abstracts were
underwritten by the Universidad de los Lagos,
thanks to its President (“Rector”) Raúl Agui-
lar G., and by François Vuilleumier.

During the congress, simultaneous trans-
lation was available for the speeches at official
events, like the opening and closing ceremo-
nies, and for plenary lectures, symposia
papers, and some other scientific events. The
translators from Intérpretes Simultáneas Ltda
in Santiago worked extremely hard and very
efficiently, and managed to master the techni-
cal jargon of ornithologists in no time at all.
They were Inés Cox, Valenne Georges, Jacke-
line Jaime, Ana María de Lacerda, Pamela
Lagniel, Lia Lloyd-Clare, José Manuel Medina,
Enrique Miriel, María Elena Pastor, and María
Alicia Ruiz-Tagle. They translated from
English into Spanish and vice-versa, and
often had to move quickly from one mode of
translation to the other and back again, as
speakers at times, in their international enthu-
siasm, switched back and forth from one lan-
guage to the other. The translators were also
able to understand and skillfully translate the
presentations of speakers who lectured in a
language other than their mother tongue. We
express our warm thanks to the interpreters
on behalf of the organizers of the VII NOC
and of all participants who benefited from
their services. 

For the first time in the history of NOCs,
which goes back to 1979, a very professional
and attractive website (www.nocchile.cl) was
designed. Oscar Aguilera A. of CamGraphic
S.A. in Puerto Varas, under the direction of its
General Manager Juan Claudio Peters A., who
was also a member of the Local Organizing
Committee, was the designer of the site. All
information concerning the VII NOC was

thus available on the Internet. This permitted
participants to register, to apply for accom-
modation, to send abstracts of their presenta-
tions, and to book pre-or post Congress
tours, all online.

BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF NOS
AND UNORCH AT TIME OF THE
CONGRESS

In October 2003, at the time of the VII NOC
and VII CCO, the boards of directors of the
two societies were composed of the following
members:

Neotropical Ornithological Society: President,
François Vuilleumier (USA); vice-president,
Roberto Cavalcanti (Brazil); secretary, M.
Ross Lein (Canada; who replaced Robert C.
Beason, USA, after the latter withdrew in
2002); treasurer, J. Michael Meyers (USA);
directors, M. Victoria McDonald (USA),
Eugene S. Morton (USA), and Edwin O. Wil-
lis (Brazil); Editor-in-Chief of Ornitología
Neotropical, Raymond McNeil (Canada).

Union de Ornitólogos de Chile: President, Guill-
ermo Egli W.; vice-president, Jürgen Rott-
mann; secretary, Armando Salce; treasurer,
Ricardo González; directors, Jorge Lee and
Jorge Tomasevic; Editor-in-Chief of Boletín
Chileno de Ornitología, Cristián Estades.

VENUE OF THE CONGRESS

The original venue of the VII NOC, selected
in October 2000, was the former Hotel and
Casino of Puerto Varas, a large and spacious
structure located on a wooded hillside domi-
nating the town of Puerto Varas, only a few
hundred meters from the center of town, and
with superb views of Lake Llanquihue and the
spectacular, snow-peaked Osorno and Cal-
buco volcanoes. Unfortunately, because of
circumstances that the NOC organizers could
6
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not control, the venue as originally planned
had to be abandoned in February 2003, only
eight months before the October 5–11 dates
of the NOC. In spite of this very serious
hardship, however, we were able to rent the
superb Hotel Termas de Puyehue for the
exclusive use of the VII NOC, and also to
rent two excellent adjacent facilities for
accommodation of NOC and CCO partici-
pants, especially students and others with
modest means, Cabañas Ñilque at a lovely
lakeside site, and the cabins at Aguas Cali-
entes, right inside Puyehue National Park. We
were also able to negotiate for, and obtain,
very attractive rates that included full room
and board at these facilities for the entire
week of the Congress. Once the issue of the
venue was settled, another problem, transpor-
tation, needed a solution, as Puyehue, at the
foot of the Andes, is located about 180 km
north of the town of Puerto Varas and the air-
port of Puerto Montt, where most partici-
pants would arrive. Thanks to Matthias
Holzmann and his staff at Aqua Motion we
entered into an agreement with Tur Viajes
and were able to obtain the use of their luxuri-
ous coaches for this operation.

Congress participants were met upon
arrival at El Tepual, Puerto Montt’s airport, by
representatives from Aqua Motion, and then
driven directly to the accommodation of their
choice, whether Termas de Puyehue, Ñilque,
or Aguas Calientes. During the ride from El
Tepual to Puyehue, local guides gave explana-
tions about Chile, the Lake Region, and the
congress. We thank them all for their wonder-
ful job. Also, a word of thanks for the drivers
of the coaches is in order. Not only were they
good drivers, they were also helpful to partici-
pants and courteous under all circumstances.
During the congress week, a bus shuttle ser-
vice was available to take participants back
and forth from either Ñilque or Aguas Cali-
entes to the congress center at Hotel Termas
de Puyehue.

ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD

A wide range of room types, and hence of
prices, was available to participants, depend-
ing on whether they selected Termas de Puye-
hue, Ñilque, or Aguas Calientes, and whether
they choose single rooms, rooms with extra
beds, cabins, or suites. These different kinds
of accommodation were all excellent. Meals,
included in the cost package that was negoti-
ated with these three companies, were pro-
vided in the dining rooms of Hotel and Spa
Termas de Puyehue. The astonishing variety
and great abundance of the various kinds of
food served during the Congress week were
only matched by their extraordinary quality,
meal after meal and day after day. Although
the meals were served buffet-style, excellent
waiter service was also available. The Execu-
tive Chef (Hernán Quiroz) and his staff, the
Wine Steward (John Harrison) and his staff,
and the Head Waiter (Daniel Giorgis) and his
staff, were all extremely attentive to the needs
of Congress participants and insured that
everyone was satisfied and happy. In this they
succeeded admirably. We thank them for their
outstanding work and their courtesy, which
greatly helped make the VII NOC a success,
by adding a very welcome gastronomical ele-
ment to the scientific side of the meeting. We
should add that a wide variety of beverages
were available, including some of the excellent
local beers and some of the many wonderful
Chilean wines. Everybody appreciated the
skill and good humor of the Head Barman,
Victor Chacón. We heard several participants,
veterans of other international meetings, state
that the food at the VII NOC was the best
they had ever eaten at such congresses. 

NOC PARTICIPATION

General participation. The VII NOC was truly
international, with over 391 registered partici-
pants from 37 countries, 26 of which were
7
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from Latin America. By comparison, the VI
NOC in Monterrey, México, had 419 regis-
tered participants from 26 countries, 18 of
which were from Latin America. The largest
national representations at VII NOC were
from the USA (90 participants), Chile (58),
Brazil (43), Argentina (42), and Mexico (35).
There were 17 attendants from Colombia, 13
from Bolivia, 10 from Venezuela, 8 from Uru-
guay, and smaller numbers from other Latin
American countries. The number of Latin
American participants was 270, in other
words nearly 70% of the total. There were
also 21 participants from 7 European and 2
Australasian countries.

At the end of the congress, each partici-
pant was given a handsome certificate of
attendance (“diploma”), signed by the presi-
dents of the NOS (François Vuilleumier) and
UNORCH (Guillermo Egli). The document,
printed on glossy bristol paper, includes the
logos of the NOS and UNORCH as well as
the emblem of the NOC.

Active participants ranged in age from
teenagers to senior ornithologists, including
some over 80 years old. We wish to mention
here especially two friends and colleagues,
Allen Keast (Canada, Australia) and Chandler
Robbins (USA), who were the oldest mem-
bers of the congress, but by no means the
least active. Chan Robbins has attended every
NOC since the 2nd in México in 1983! Among
younger and extremely active NOS members,
we are pleased to mention that Raymond
McNeil, Editor of Ornitología Neotropical,
has also attended all NOCs since the second
in Xalapa, México.

On another note, we are delighted to
report here that, in addition to a healthy rep-
resentation from younger ornithologists,
many of them from Latin America, the VII
NOC also had a healthy representation of
women, especially young women, from Latin
America. Given the machismo that unfortu-
nately still prevails in the general population

in many parts of this region, we can state hap-
pily that this attitude is absent from Neotropi-
cal ornithology.

 
Student participation. The Executive Board of
the NOS took special trouble to insure that as
many students as possible, from all over Latin
America, could attend and actively participate
in the VII NOC. To fulfill this goal, registra-
tion fees for students were lower than those
for other congress members. More impor-
tantly, a special fund, named the Goelet Stu-
dent Fund to honor its principal donor, was
created back in 1999, when Vuilleumier
became president of the NOS. This fund was
increased by other donations, including a sub-
stantial one by Dr. Luc Hoffmann of Switzer-
land, so that the local organization of the
NOC was eventually able to make a number
of travel grants to deserving students. Their
applications for travel funds and their propos-
als for their presentations at the NOC were
reviewed by the three members of the Stu-
dent Travel Committee, chaired by André
Weller. In addition, and for the first time in
the history of NOCs, at least to the best of
our knowledge, a number of awards were
made to students for the best oral and poster
presentations (see below). We very much
hope that this initiative will mark the begin-
nings of a long tradition. The proportion of
students who attended the NOC was perhaps
as high as 55%, if not even higher.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO PAR-
TICIPANTS

Aware of the fact that the venue of the VII
NOC, in southern Chile, was quite a long way
from home for most Latin American partici-
pants, the NOC organizating committees
were keen on providing financial assistance to
as many potential congress participants as
possible, students and non-students alike.
Travel grants totaling about $55,000 were
8
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awarded to 100 participants, 35 students
(about $24,000) and 65 non-students (about
$31,000). Thus one participant in four
received some sort of financial assistance
from the NOC organizers. This help was
made possible through the generosity of a
number of individuals and organizations.
Major contributions were made by Barbara
Knapton, Escondida Mining, and Universidad
de Chile in Chile; Mr. and Mrs. Robert G.
Goelet, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US
Department of State, and Frank M. Chapman
Memorial Fund of the American Museum of
Natural History in the United States; Conser-
vation International Brazil Program; and Dr.
Luc Hoffmann in Switzerland.

We wish to mention here that at the time
they registered, many potential participants
requested financial assistance, stating that they
could simply not attend the VII NOC without
such funding. Although this may have been
true, these individuals seemed to believe that
the NOS and the organizers of the VII NOC
had unlimited amounts of money at their dis-
posal. This was certainly not the case (see sec-
tion on budget below). Indeed, the organizers
of the NOC had to work extremely hard to
raise sufficient funds for the NOC to take
place in the first place. International ornitho-
logical congresses like the NOCs are put
together by teams of volunteer workers, orni-
thologists who are not paid for such organiza-
tional work, and who spend much
uncompensated time and effort toward a goal
such as a NOC. Potential participants to
future NOCs have to realize that it is up to
them to raise the funds for their trip to the
NOC. The organizers of the VII NOC were
lucky to be able to obtain as much financial
help for travel assistance to the VII NOC as
they did.

BUDGET

NOCs are very expensive events. The VII

NOC cost about $220,000. Some of the most
expensive budget items included: miscella-
neous hotel costs (receptions, coffee breaks)
(over $40,000), translation services (nearly
$38,000), publication of the Proceedings vol-
ume ($24,000), website (nearly $10,000),
audio-visual equipment (nearly $9,000), finan-
cial services (nearly $7,000), and buses for
transfers (nearly $6,000). It must be stressed
here that the registration fees do not provide
anywhere near the amount of money
necessary to cover the costs of an event
like the VII NOC. Income from registration
fees has to be supplemented by funds
obtained from many other sources. Thus,
fund-raising is a major activity of NOC’s orga-
nizing committees, and this was certainly the
case for VII NOC. 

OPENING AND CLOSING CERE-
MONIES

The VII NOC and VII CCO were officially
opened on 6 October 2003 in the main lecture
hall of the Hotel Termas de Puyehue. Luis
Espinosa, Secretary General of the VII NOC,
was master of ceremonies. After Guillermo
Egli W. spoke on behalf of UNORCH, of
which he is the president, Miss Paola Lagos
welcomed congress participants on behalf of
Mrs. María Jimena Morales, Mayor of Entre
Lagos, and Herb Raffaele did the same on
behalf of the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service. In order to highlight the fact that
Chile is a country where not only science
flourishes, but also other aspects of culture,
NOS president François Vuilleumier read two
poems by Chile’s Nobel prize winners, “Sol
del Trópico” by Pablo Neruda, and “Pequeña
América” by Gabriela Mistral. Entertainment
was provided by Bordemar, a folkloric group
from Puerto Montt, well known throughout
Chile, which interpreted the lovely music
from the Island of Chiloé.

At the closing ceremony, held on 11 Octo-
9
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ber 2003, also in the main lecture hall at Ter-
mas de Puyehue, Secretary General Luis
Espinosa once again acted as MC. Outgoing
NOS president François Vuilleumier thanked,
on behalf of the organizers, Jaime Jiménez
and Cristina Miyaki, co-chairs of the Scientific
Program Committee, for their outstanding
job, and Ellen Paul for her remarkable coordi-
nation of all events prior to the congress. As a
token of thanks from the NOS, all three were
given original paintings by Chilean artist
Ricardo Matus, who had coordinated the art
exhibit of the congress. The student prizes
were then distributed to a total of 15 students
from various countries whose oral or poster
papers were judged by a panel of NOS mem-
bers (see below). The new members of the
Executive Board of the NOS (see below)
were presented.

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM

Ideas for both the structure and the substance
of the scientific program of the VII NOC
were debated by members of the NOS Exec-
utive Board and their Chilean colleagues from
November 1999 onward. Preliminary propos-
als about the format and other aspects of the
Scientific Program were examined critically,
and a first program was elaborated in Octo-
ber 2000. Scientific Program Co-Chairs Cris-
tina Miyaki and Jaime Jiménez, with the help
of the members of their committee and of
NOS Executive Board members, took thing
up from there. The vigorous scientific pro-
gram that they put together began in the
afternoon of Sunday 5 October 2003 with a
workshop on banding. The full program
started on Monday 6 October. With the
exception of Thursday 9 October, a day of
rest or excursions, each working day (Monday
6 October, Tuesday 7 October, Wednesday 8
October, Friday 10 October, and Saturday 11
October) was organized in the same way. The
day started with a plenary lecture in the main

lecture hall, and continued with parallel sym-
posia in adjacent rooms. After lunch, sympo-
sia and workshops occupied the time until a
break in the late afternoon. Five plenary lec-
tures were delivered, by François Vuilleumier,
American Museum of Natural History, New
York, USA (“A critique of Neotropical orni-
thology: is research on Neotropical birds sci-
entific?”); Fabián Jaksic M., Center for
Advanced Studies in Ecology and Biodiver-
sity, Santiago, Chile (“El Niño and the birds: a
resource-based interpretation of climatic forc-
ing”); Elizabeth Höfling, Department of
Zoology, Institute of Biosciences, University
of São Paulo, Brazil (“Recent anatomical stud-
ies on Neotropical birds”); Keith L. Bildstein,
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, Orwigsburg,
Pennsylvania, USA (“Raptor migration in the
Neotropics: the interplay of migration ability,
regional biogeography, and speciation”); and
Luis Chiappe M., Department of Vertebrate
Paleontology, Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County, USA (“The origin of
birds”). The program of the congress com-
prised 20 symposia with 5 presentations each,
6 workshops, 2 round tables, 20 sessions of
oral papers, and 140 posters. In addition, a
number of informal sessions were held
throughout the week. 

PROCEEDINGS

In 2000, the Executive Board of the NOS
unanimously approved the idea that a volume
of Proceedings must be published after the
end of the VII NOC. This decision reflected
the strong position of Board members that,
given the fact that volumes of proceedings
had been published only after two previous
NOCs, the first in Buenos Aires, Argentina
(Daciuk 1979) and the third in Cali, Colombia
(Alvarez-López et al. 1987), it was imperative
to start the tradition of a proceedings volume,
parallel to the time-honored tradition of pro-
ceedings of International Ornithological Con-
10
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gresses. These books serve as a repository of
presentations made at NOCs (and IOCs),
which are therefore available for consultation
and study into the foreseeable future. Such
proceedings also serve as historical docu-
ments that illustrate vividly the history and
development of the science. After much dis-
cussion, and after considering a number of
options, which depended on information
such as the number of pages of such a vol-
ume, the costs of printing, binding, and mail-
ing it, and where and how to publish it, the
Executive Board voted to publish the pro-
ceedings of the VII as a special issue of Orni-
tología Neotropical. The Executive Board of
the NOS, considering the costs of such pro-
ceedings also decided that the volume would
include only the texts of the plenary lectures
and the papers presented at symposia and that
all manuscripts would be refereed. Authors of
all other presentations (oral papers, posters,
workshops, roundtables) would be free to
publish their work as they saw fit. The costs
of publishing the VII NOC Proceedings are
defrayed almost entirely by a special grant
from Mr. Robert G. Goelet. The Editorial
Committee of the Proceedings was composed
of Raymond McNeil (Canada), Editor, Iván
Lazo (Chile), Co-Editor, and members Jaime
E. Jiménez (Chile), Cristina Y. Miyaki (Brazil),
and François Vuilleumier (USA), ex-officio as
President of the VII NOC.

PARALLEL MEETING ON CONSER-
VATION

The Conference on Conservation of Migra-
tory Species in the Western Hemisphere,
which took place during the week of the VII
NOC and VII CCO, was organized by the US
Fish and Wildlife Service and the US Depart-
ment of State. The directors of the wildlife
divisions of 25 of 35 countries in the western
hemisphere met to discuss hemisphere-wide
conservation problems, probably a first. They

identified a series of priority actions for a fol-
low-up covering a large spectrum of wildlife
conservation activities, and agreed to meet
again within two years. They established an
interim steering committee of 11 members,
including representatives from 5 govern-
ments, 4 NGOs, and 3 conventions (RAM-
SAR, CMS, and Sea Turtles of the Western
Hemisphere). Herb Raffaele of the US Fish
and Wildlife Service will chair this committee.
The meeting could prove historical by setting
up a mechanism to coordinate technical level
cooperation for wildlife conservation across
the hemisphere. The organizers of the VII
NOC and the members of the Executive
Boards of the NOS and of UNORCH are
pleased to have been able to co-host this
important meeting and thank Ellen Paul for
her help in coordinating these events. The
parallel meetings dealing with ornithological
science on the one hand and conservation
action on the other showed how interrelated
these two sorts of activities are. Furthermore,
the scientific program of the VII NOC
included many presentations that, in one way
or another, bridged pure research and conser-
vation action.

LOCAL ACTIVITIES

Informal birdwatching walks were organized
in the early mornings during the entire con-
gress week in areas close to the Hotel Termas
de Puyehue. On Thursday, 9 October 2003,
full-day excursions by comfortable coach
allowed many participants to visit several
areas of southern Chile representative of the
landscapes, fauna, and flora of that beautiful
region, including Puyehue National Park, vari-
ous sites near the city of Valdivia, the island of
Chiloé, and the spectacular falls of the Río
Petrohué. Landscape types in these areas
include southern beech Nothofagus spp. for-
ests, agricultural lands, pastures, fast-flowing
rivers, lakes, and seacoasts. Among the charac-
11
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teristic bird species of southern Chile that
were sighted during these excursions, can be
mentioned Buff-necked Ibis (Theristicus melan-
opis; chosen for the VII NOC logo), Black-
necked Swan (Cygnus melancoryphus), Torrent
Duck (Merganetta armata), Andean Condor
(Vultur gryphus), Chimango Caracara (Milvago
chimango), Southern Lapwing (Vanellus chilen-
sis), Brown-hooded Gull (Larus maculipennis),
Chilean Pigeon (Columba araucana), Austral
Parakeet (Enicognathus ferrugineus), Green-
backed Firecrown (Sephenoides sephaniodes),
Dark-bellied Cinclodes (Cinclodes patagonicus),
Thorn-tailed Rayadito (Aphrastura spinicauda,
emblem of the NOS), Des Murs’ Wiretail
(Sylviorthorhynchus desmursii), Black-throated
Huet-huet (Pteroptochos tarnii), Chucao
Tapaculo (Scelorchilus rubecula, emblem of
UNORCH), Magellanic Tapaculo (Scytalopus
magellanicus), White-crested Elaenia (Elaenia
albiceps), Chilean Swallow (Tachycineta meyeni),
Austral Thrush (Turdus falcklandii), Patagonian
Sierra-Finch (Phrygilus patagonicus), Austral
Blackbird (Curaeus curaeus), Long-tailed Mead-
owlark (Sturnella loyca), and Black-chinned
Siskin (Carduelis barbata). By great good for-
tune, the cool and rainy weather, typical of
southern Chile, that otherwise prevailed dur-
ing the Congress week, was replaced by warm
and sunny conditions for the day of mid-week
excursions. (Incidentally we note that the cool
and rainy weather in question did not seem to
affect in any way the pleasure of participants
to take part in the Congress. Raincoats and
rubber boots were the norm.)

Prior to, and after, the VII NOC, 3–5
day-long fieldtrips permitted participants
to have a glimpse of other Chilean land-
scapes, flora and fauna, from the coastal
Humboldt current, desert, and high Andean
puna in northernmost Chile to mainland
Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego in the
south. These fieldtrips, designed by NOS
president François Vuilleumier, were
implemented and superbly executed logisti-

cally by Matthias Holzmann and his staff at
Aqua Motion. Some participants, taking full
advantage of  the design of these trips, trav-
eled to northern Chile before the congress,
had a glimpse of the Lake region during the
event, and then saw the far south after the
meeting,  thus obtaining a good cross-section
of Chile’s extraordinary geography and cli-
mate. 

ART EXHIBIT

The art exhibit organized by Ricardo Matus
and Jorge Ruiz was quite successful. The
pieces on exhibit were either brought along
by participants or were sent to Chile if they
could not attend. These pieces included a
variety of artwork and related items: original
artwork (paintings and drawings), book illus-
trations, and photography, showing a range of
styles and techniques. A total of 19 artists
from five countries (Argentina: 2; Brazil: 3;
Chile: 5; Mexico: 1; and USA: 8) exhibited
their work at the VII NOC. We wish to men-
tion here the names of the Latin American
artists, known in their respective countries but
not so much outside of them, and for whom
this exhibit provided a good way of showing
their work to a broad international audience:
Ors Kovacs and Jorge Warde (Argentina);
Joacilei Lemos Cardoso, Eduardo Parentoni
Brettas, and Andréa Carvalho (Brazil); Mar-
celo Flores, Jorge Ruiz, Vanessa Brown,
Rómulo Sanhueza, and Ricardo Matus
(Chile); and Julio César Gallardo (México).
Some of the artwork was for sale, and several
pieces were indeed sold. We congratulate and
thank the co-chairs of the exhibit and the art-
ists for their work.

OTHER EXHIBITS

Several exhibitors were able to display their
products or illustrate their activities at the VII
NOC. They included Corporación Nacional
12
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Forestal de Chile (CONAF; information and
publications about Puyehue and other Chilean
National Parks); Swarovski Optik (optical
equipment such as binoculars and telescopes);
Lynx Edicions (ornithological books, espe-
cially the multi-volume “Handbook of the
Birds of the World”); Loro Parque Fundación;
Birders’ Exchange; Ornithological Council;
Holohill Systems Ltd. (radio transmitters);
Ecotone (mist nets and other field equip-
ment); Brunton Optics (field and optical
equipment), and UNORCH (ornithological
activities of its members in Chile).
 
SILENT AUCTION

A silent auction was held on 10 October 2003
at Hotel Termas de Puyehue. A variety of
objects donated by individuals and companies
were exhibited for several hours, during which
congress participants bid on items of their
choice. The objects ranged from T-shirts and
lapel pins to items of field equipment and
ornithological books. The proceeds of this
silent auction, about $2,500, went to
UNORCH, to help the Union of Chilean
Ornithologists fund ornithological activities
in Chile. The very attractive T-shirts that had
been produced for the VII NOC were also on
sale at the time of the auction, and were
eagerly bought.

STUDENT AWARDS

An ad hoc Selection Committee for Student
Awards was headed by Scientific Program
Committee Co-Chairs Jaime Jimenez and
Cristina Miyaki. They were helped in this task
by 17 other ornithologists from 11 countries,
representing a broad spectrum of geography,
ornithological interests (biochemistry to
ecology and systematics; seabirds as well as
landbirds; fieldwork and labwork), and ages
(from freshly-minted PhDs to senior investi-
gators), thus insuring impartial evaluations of

student presentations, both oral papers and
posters. They were: Maria Alice Alves (Brazil),
Luiz dos Anjos (Brazil), Sara Bertelli (Argen-
tina-USA), Victor Cueto (Argentina), Patricia
Escalante (México), Cristián Estades (Chile),
Rosendo Fraga (Argentina), Maria Victoria
López (Chile), Vickie McDonald (USA), Steve
McGehee (Chile-USA), Raymond McNeil
(Canada), Raúl Ortiz (México), Ana Luz
Porzecanski (USA-Uruguay), Kimberly Smith
(USA), Anita Wajntal (Brazil), André Weller
(Germany), and Pablo Yorio (Argentina).

The author or senior author (many pre-
sentations were multi-author) of the best
papers in each category were given prizes con-
sisting of books and binoculars at the Closing
Ceremony on 11 October 2003. Binoculars
were generously donated by Optics for the
Tropics, and presented by its representative,
Joni Ellis; books were donated by François
Vuilleumier.The prizes were given to the
authors of the eight best oral papers, and the
seven best posters. As most of these presenta-
tions were multi-author, it would unfortu-
nately take too much space here to give a
complete list of names. The prize winners for
best oral papers were from Chile, Ecuador,
and the USA, and those for best posters from
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia,
and Puerto Rico. We congratulate all the stu-
dents who participated in this contest, and
especially, of course, those who won those
well-deserved prizes. We also thank all the
friends and colleagues who cheerfully
accepted to serve on this committee. We
believe that all of us present at the prize-giv-
ing ceremony will agree with us that it was a
wonderful experience to see the beaming
faces of the happy young ornithologists
rewarded for their efforts. 

FUNDING SOURCES AND OTHER
SUPPORT

Several funding sources have already been
13
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identified in previous sections. Here we list
the organizations that provided direct or indi-
rect financial support for the VII NOC: Ame-
rican Birding Association; American Museum
of Natural History (Frank M. Chapman
Memorial Fund); American Ornithologists’
Union; Birder’s Exchange; BirdLife Interna-
tional; Brunton Optics; Conservation Inter-
national Brazil Program; Cooper Ornithol-
ogical Society; Ecotone; Holohil Systems Ltd;
Escondida Mining Chile; LanChile; Loro Par-
que Fundación; Lynx Edicions; Neotropical
Grasslands Conservancy; Optics for the Tro-
pics; Ornithological Council; Peregrine Fund;
Princeton University Press; Yale University
Press; Swarovski Optik; United States Depar-
tment of State, Bureau of Oceans and Inter-
national Environmental and Scientific Affairs;
United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Divi-
sions of International Conservation and of
Bird Habitat Conservation; Universidad de
Chile, Santiago (Programa Interdisciplinario
de Estudios en Biodiversidad); Universidad de
los Lagos, Osorno. Individuals who contribu-
ted funding are Mr. and Mrs. Robert G.
Goelet, Dr. Luc Hoffmann, and Ms. Barbara
Knapton (Alto Andino Nature Tours, Chile). 

VUILLEUMIER FUND

A new special fund was established at the VII
NOC, to be called the “François Vuilleumier
Fund for Research on Neotropical Birds.”
Seed money for this fund was donated by
four individuals, Mr. Robert G. Goelet, Dr.
Luc Hoffmann, Mrs. Constantine Sidamon-
Eristoff, and an anonymous donor. The
donors request that the Vuilleumier Fund be
administered by an ad hoc committee of the
NOS, and that additional donations be sought
in order to increase the fund to a level where
grants can be made. The purpose of the fund
is to award small financial grants to students
of ornithology from Latin America who are,
at the beginning of their career, either without

any sources of funding, or else have insuffi-
cient funding at their disposal to start their
research projects. This research is to be con-
ducted on birds of the Neotropical region.

REPORT OF THE NOS EXECUTIVE
BOARD

The 1999–2003 Executive Board of the NOS
was represented at the VII NOC by its presi-
dent, François Vuilleumier, its secretary, Ross
Lein, and members Vickie McDonald and
Eugene Morton, and Ornitología Neotropical
Editor Raymond McNeil. The board held
several informal and two formal meetings
during the congress. A meeting of NOS
members took place on 10 October 2003,
chaired by NOS president Vuilleumier. Dur-
ing these meetings past activities of the NOS
were reviewed and a large range of issues
were discussed, including the financial state of
the NOS, the need to recruit more members,
especially from Latin America, the role of
women in Latin American ornithology, the
publication of the journal Ornitología Neo-
tropical, and the role of the NOS as a key
international society in Latin American orni-
thology. Dr. McNeil, editor of Ornitología
Neotropical, presented a report on his work
and on the excellent health of the journal, and
was thanked and congratulated on behalf of
the Board and of all NOS members and other
readers of ON by president Vuilleumier, who
also presented the financial report on behalf
of NOS Treasurer J. Michael Meyers (USA),
who was unfortunately unable to be present.
Even though financially sound, the NOS is
far from having a secure, long-term, financial
situation, and fund raising and recruiting new
members will need to be vigorously pursued
in this connection. Dr. Meyers was thanked
for the tremendous job he did for the NOS.
President Vuilleumier also thanked the other
members of the out-going board for their col-
laboration: Vice-President Roberto Caval-
14
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canti, Secretary Ross Lein, and members
Vickie McDonald, Eugene Morton, and
Edwin Willis. Ross Lein deserves special
thanks for having stepped into the position of
Secretary to replace Robert Beason, who had
to withdraw from this job.

NEW MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS AND NOS BYLAWS

The new president of the NOS, for the period
2003–2007, is Dra. Patricia Escalante-Pliego,
Chair of the Department of Vertebrate Zool-
ogy and Curator of the Bird Collection at the
Universidad Autónoma de México. The new
President-Elect is Dr. Joe Wunderle, Research
Wildlife Biologist, International Institute of
Tropical Forestry, Puerto Rico. The new Sec-
retary is Dr. Vickie McDonald, Department
of Biology, University of Central Arkansas,
USA, and the new treasurer is Dr. Bette A.
Loiselle, Department of Biology, University
of Missouri, St. Louis, USA. Raymond
McNeil was re-elected for a one-year term as
Editor-in-Chief of Ornitología Neotropical.
As more than six nominations were received,
it was decided that ballots were to be sent to
NOS members subsequent to the congress in
order to elect the six other members of the
Board of Directors for the next four years. It
was also decided that ballots were to be sent
to NOS members for approving NOS bylaws.

NEW HONORARY MEMBERS AND
NEW PATRON

The members of the Executive Board present
at the VII NOC unanimously decided to elect
the following three persons to the special cat-
egory of Honorary Members: (1) Dr. Gary
Stiles, from Colombia, for his outstanding
contributions to Neotropical ornithology,
especially his work on the avifauna of Costa
Rica and his long-term research on humming-
birds, and his inspiration to many young Latin

American ornithologists; (2) Dr. David Snow,
from the United Kingdom, for his remarkable
work as a former Director of the Charles Dar-
win Research Station in the Galápagos
Islands, his detailed research on the breeding
biology of a number of Neotropical birds,
especially the Cotingidae, his contributions to
the study of fruit-eating birds, and his long-
term work on the birds of Trinidad; and (3)
Mr. Luis A. Espinosa G., from Chile, Coordi-
nator of the Waterbird Group of UNORCH,
for his dedicated work, carried out in his spare
time, on waterbird censuses, for his research
on the wintering of northern hemisphere
shorebirds in southern Chile, especially the
Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica); and
for his outstanding work as Secretary-General
of the VII NOC.

Similarly, in recognition of his substantial
support of the VII NOC and the NOS, the
Board members are pleased to name, as new
Patron of the NOS, Dr. Luc Hoffmann, of
Switzerland, founder of the Research Station
of the Tour-du-Valat in the Camargue, France,
supporter extraordinaire of the cause of conser-
vation generally, and of wetlands and water-
birds especially, one of the founders of
RAMSAR, and someone who has tirelessly
worked, often behind the scene, to further the
cause of research and conservation, world-
wide and in Latin America

VENUE OF VIII NOC IN 2007

The venue of the VIIIth NOC in 2007 could
not be decided upon by the Executive Board
at the VII NOC. Two excellent proposals
were examined critically, one from Venezuela
and the other from Perú. On the basis of the
evidence presented at the NOC, the Board
members felt that they could not make a
unanimous decision and choose one proposal
over the other. In order to make the right
choice, the Board therefore postponed mak-
ing this very important decision for a few
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months, thus allowing the representatives of
these two countries to work further on their
proposals. They were requested to submit
new proposals by March 2004, with more
detailed information on a number of points,
which they agreed to do. After reviewing the
new proposals from Perú and Venezuela, the
members of the Executive Board of the NOS
for 2003–2007, unanimously, decided to
accept the proposal from Venezuela. The
VIII NOC will be held from 4 to 9 June 2007
in Maturín (Monagas, Venezuela). It will be
hosted by the Unión Venezolana de Ornitó-
logos, and its Secretary General will be Carlos
Bosque of Universidad Simón Bolivar in Car-
acas.

DIFFUSION OF CONGRESS IN
CHILE

The three events that took place at Puyehue
5–11 October 2003 (VII NOC, VII CCO, and
the Western Hemisphere Conference on
Migratory Birds), attracted wide attention
from the local and national media in Chile.
Several organizers were interviewed about the
events for the media. Regional newspapers
that published articles about the events in
Puyehue include El Llanquihue (two articles, 6
October and 8 October 2003, the second one
including a photograph of participants in a
workshop) and El Diario Austral (by Graciela
Ojeda, 4 October 2003). The influential Chil-
ean national newspaper, El Mercurio, pub-
lished in Santiago, devoted an entire page of
its section “Science and Technology” of 13
October 2004 to the events. The author of
the piece, Nicolás Luco R., did a very good
job indeed and, to help readers find out more,
included the websites of the NOS and of
UNORCH. 
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