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Abstract. I analyzed the origin, distribution, and hosts of the Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonairensis) in Chile,
using specimen records and the literature. It is more likely that the species was introduced to Chile before
natural dispersal could take place from Argentina. The earliest specimens are from mid-1865 and from
around Santiago in central Chile. In the early 1900's, the Shiny Cowbird was a very popular cage bird,
and large-scale importations took place from Argentina to the markets in the Rancagua-Santiago area.
Not coincidentally, the species began to be more common around 1910–1920 in the Santiago-Rancagua
area. By the 1940s, it had dispersed as many as 1100 km to the north and 1300 km to the south of the
Santiago-Rancagua area and in the 1980's it reached the extreme north of the country and the Magallanes
area in the far south. Only 15 species are known as a host for this species in Chile, of which six are known
to rear young Molothrus. Its slow expansion northward might be due to the decrease in number of
birds species that rear young Molothrus and to the reduction of suitable habitat. As it disperses northward
Molothrus bonariensis will probably need to find new hosts that are able to rear its young. Accepted 20 January
2000.

Resumen. Se hizo un análisis sobre el origen, la distribución y los huéspedes del Mirlo (Molothrus bonariensis)
en Chile usando especímenes de museo y récords de la literatura. Es mas posible que la especie fue intro-
ducida a Chile antes de que haya ocurrido una dispersión natural desde Argentina. Se encontró que los
especímenes mas antiguos son del año 1865 de los alrededores del área entre Santiago y Rancagua. Alrede-
dor de los años 1900 era un ave muy popular y común para jaula y grandes importaciones fueron hechas
desde Argentina a los mercados de las zonas de Santiago y Rancagua. Por no coincidencia, la especie
comenzó a ser mas comúnmente observada y capturada en el área de Santiago-Rancagua entre los años
1910–1920. En la década de los años 1940, el Mirlo ya se había expandido 1100 km hacia el norte y 1300
km hacia el sur del área de Santiago-Rancagua y, durante la década de los años 1980, llegó al extremo norte
del país y a Magallanes en el extremo sur. Hay solo 15 especies conocidas como huéspedes en Chile, de las
cuales solo seis se conocen que crían a los jóvenes Molothrus. La expansión del Mirlo hacia el norte ha sido
mas despacio que al sur y esto puede ser debido a la reducción de especies que pueden criar jóvenes Molo-
285



MARÍN
thrus y al mas reducido hábitat apropiado hacia el norte. A medida de que el Mirlo se va moviendo al norte,
la especie necesita encontrar nuevos huéspedes que puedan criar sus jóvenes.

Key words: Shiny Cowbird, Molothrus bonariensis, dispersion, hosts, Chile, introduction.
INTRODUCTION

The Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis) has
a wide distribution in South America from
Panama and the Caribbean southward to
Argentina and Chile (Ridgely & Tudor 1989).
It expanded northward through the Carib-
bean and reached the United States (Florida)
in 1985 (Lowther & Post 1999). 

The origin of this species in Chile has
been controversial. On the one hand, authors
like Rahmer (1912) and Cabezas et al. (1989)
attributed the central populations to natural
occurrence and advocated it to natural disper-
sion from Argentina. Other authors, on the
other hand, like Reed (1913, 1934) and Barros
(1921, 1946, 1956), hypothesized that the
presence of the Shiny Cowbird in central
Chile was accidental or due to deliberate
introduction. Hellmayr (1932) did not give his
own opinion, but Hellmayr (1937) indicated
that the Shiny Cowbird was introduced to
Chile.

In an earlier work, Marín et al. (1989) sum-
marized some of the records of this species
for Chile and documented its range expansion
to the extreme north of the country. Cabezas
et al. (1989) hypothesized that the population
in northern Chile had dispersed naturally
from Peru. However, Marín et al. (1989) did
not advocate any hypothesis as to the origin
of the central Chilean population, although
they attributed the northern birds as natural
immigrants from the south. An early discus-
sion of whether the Shiny Cowbird is autoch-
thonous to Chile or introduced by man can be
found in Hellmayr (1932). Vuilleumier (1991)
reanalyzed this interesting situation, and Jak-
sic (1996) mentioned the problem in his text-

book. In the present study, I present an in-
depth analysis of the Shiny Cowbird’s disper-
sion and its hosts.

METHODS

I used museum specimens (see Acknowledg-
ments) and reviewed the literature on Chilean
birds to plot the distribution of this species.
Being a linear country ranging from about
18°S to 56°S, it is easy to plot the Chilean
localities in a linear fashion. For each locality,
I used the latitude (expressed in degrees and
minutes) taken primarily from Paynter (1988)
and Risopatron (1924). In order to plot the
minutes of latitude, they were adjusted to a
decimal system (e.g., 23°43' becomes 23.71
and 23°30' becomes 23.5). Because the earli-
est record for the species in Chile was from
the mid 1860s, I plotted localities from 1861
to 2000, separated every 10 years (creating 14
categories as follow: 1861–1870 = 1; 1871–
1880 = 2; 1881–1890 = 3; etc., Fig. 1). The
results are presented for each 10-year cate-
gory independently in order to identify the
extent of expansion of the species. To com-
pile a list of hosts of Molothrus bonariensis and
assess trends in host parasitism, I reviewed
the literature, used egg data cards, primarily
those at the Western Foundation of Verte-
brate Zoology (WFVZ) and my own field
observations in Chile, from the mid 1970's to
the present.

RESULTS

I located 105 specimen localities from label
data in the major museums in Chile, Europe,
and the United States (see Acknowledgments)
286



SHINY COWBIRD EXPANSION IN CHILE
and an additional 53 different localities from
the literature. In addition, 19 different locali-
ties came from personal observations. I
present below what I found published for
each 10-year category.

Category 1: 1861–1870. Rahmer (1912), Reed
(1913), and Hellmayr (1932) stated that the
earliest published work documenting the
Shiny Cowbird’s presence in Chile with cer-
tainty was that of Philippi in 1868 who men-
tioned two birds [collected ?] near the city of
Santiago. Although both Rahmer and Reed
(1912) indicated that Desmurs had an earlier
record than Philippis’s, as he mentioned this
species from Chile while writing C. Gay’s

field notes in 1847, Reed (1913) and subse-
quent authors doubted that these early speci-
mens were from Chile. The oldest specimens
I located are deposited at the Museum of
Comparative Zoology (MCZ # 18190,
18191) and were collected by R. A. Philippi,
in the winter of 1868 at Mendoza (34°S), a
farm about 100 km south of Santiago in the
VI Region (sensu Risopratron 1924 and Payn-
ter 1988). 

Category 2: 1871–1880. I found nothing writ-
ten nor any specimens.

Category 3: 1881–1890. James Berkeley pri-
vately published a Chilean bird list in 1892 in

FIG. 1. Latitudinal records of museum specimens (see acknowledgments) and literature data (see text and
references) for the Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis) in Chile. The records were plotted from 1861 to
2000 and are subdivided into 14 decade categories (e.g., 1861–1870 = 1; 1871–1880 = 2; etc.). Records
not integrated in the text include: Wagenknecht (1968), Drouilly & Ibarra (1978), Schlatter (1978), and
Estades (1997).
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which he mentioned M. bonariensis for the
country, but Edwyn Reed in a letter to the
Ibis questioned its occurrence in Chile (Reed
1893). Between 1889 and 1891, Ambrose
Lane carried out what was probably one of
the first extensive collecting in the country,
primarily in what are now Regions I and V,
the Area Metropolitana, and Regions VIII
and X. In these areas and in those years he
did not see nor collected any Molothrus bonar-
iensis (Lane 1897).

Category 4: 1891–1900. I found nothing writ-
ten or collected specimens.

Category 5: 1901–1910. Rahmer (1912)
observed birds in 1910 near Machali (34°S)
and one bird in Baños de Cauquenes (34°S).
Reed (1913) mentioned a bird collected near
Coronel (37°S) in 1905 which was an
unknown bird to him, but his father Edwyn
Reed indentified it as a Molothrus bonariensis.
Reed (1913) further mentioned that although
he and his father collected many birds in the
Coronel area between 1870 and 1899 they
never saw this species there. Furthermore,
Reed (1913) mentioned that he and his father
made several collecting trips between 1890
and 1907 around the area were Rahmer
(1912) had done his observations, but that
they never encountered the species. However,
Reed (1913) did find it near Limache (33°S)
rather regularly from 1912 onward. 

Category 6: 1911–1920. Rahmer (1912)
reported a bird collected by Arturo de Toro in
Bella-Vista (34°S) in 1911, and de Toro indi-
cated that the bird was unknown in the area.
In the same paper, Rahmer (1912) stated hav-
ing observed a large flock near Los Baños de
Cauquenes (34°S) in late September 1911.
Barros (1921), reporting observations made
from 1917 to 1921 in the Cordillera de Acon-
cagua, stated that he found Molothrus bonarien-
sis only around Los Andes (32°S) and

mentioned that the species was rare in the
area and never found above 1000 m. He also
mentioned that Prof. Uldaricio Prado found it
in large numbers in the Talagante area (33°S)
in 1916. Päfsler (1922), reporting on birds
observed near Coronel (37°S) between 1914
and 1918, found that this species occurred in
the area and parasitized the Rufous-collared
Sparrow (Zonotrichia capensis), the Yellow-
winged Blackbird (Agelaius thilius), and the
Spectacled Tyrant (Hymenops perpicillata).
Housse (1925) reported two specimens col-
lected in 1912 in San Bernardo (33°S), but
also indicated that he did not observe it again
in the same area until 1921.

Category 7: 1921–1930. Barros (1926) stated
that this species was new for Nilahue (34°S),
mentioned its nomadic tendencies, and indi-
cated that it could be found year round in the
area. Jaffuel & Pirion (1927), writing on the
birds of the Valle Marga-Marga (33°S),
declared that it was a relatively new bird for
the area. Two years later, Bullock (1929) indi-
cated that the species was relatively new in the
Angol area (37°S) where it had arrived only in
the last 15–20 years. Barros (1930) observed
this species for the first time near Rio Blanco
(32°S) in 1924 and indicated that it was never
seen above1650 m. Hellmayr (1932), primarily
on the basis of the birds collected by the Field
Museum expedition to Chile (1922–1924) and
on a review of the literature, gave its distribu-
tion from Coquimbo (Romero) to Malleco
(Angol) (29°S to 37°S). Housse (1940) wrote
that in 1927 he observed it at Los Angeles
(37°S) and then in 1929 at Puren (38°S).

Category 8: 1931–1940. Kuroda (1933)
reported one specimen collected in Per-
quenco (38°S) in 1931. Friedmann (1934),
based on literature records and data gathered
by Bullock in Angol (37°S), added some new
hosts for the country. Bullock (1939) visited
the Tolten region (39°S) in 1909, 1911, and
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1937 and sighted the Shiny Cowbird there for
the first time in February 1937. Barros (1943)
mentioned that the species was observed dur-
ing the early 1930's in the area of Valdivia and
Corral (39°S). Olrog (1948) reported that
three specimens were collected at Coyaique
(45°S) in November 1940 and that other
birds were seen in nearby locations, extending
its range considerably southward. Within the
same decade but to the north, Millie (1938)
found a strange egg in the nest of a Dusky-
tailed Canastero (Asthenes humicola), near Hua-
sco (28°S). Judging by the description of the
egg and bird that he flushed, it was very likely
a Shiny Cowbird, although at the time it
seems that he was not familiar with the bird.
Even farther north, Trimble (1943) reported
a young female cowbird collected when she
flew on board ship off the coast just south of
Antofagasta at (24°S) on February 1936, rep-
resenting a further expansion of the species
northward. 

Category 9: 1941–1950. Barros (1943)
reported the Shiny Cowbird as a new species
for Maullín (41°S), indicating that it was
becoming relatively common in the area. In
1943, Philippi et al. (1944) mentioned the
presence of the species as far north as Pueblo
Hundido (now called Diego de Almagro)
(26°S) and Copiapo (27°S). Later, Barros
(1946) wrote up his observations on the life-
history of Molothrus bonariensis in Chile and
mentioned several of its hosts species.

Category 10: 1951–1960. Barros (1956)
updated his observations on the parasitic
trends of the cowbird in Chile. Peña et al.
(1964) and, subsequently, Barria (1972)
reported about a collection of birds made in
1958 near Dalcahue (42°S) on the island of
Chiloe. These authors indicated that this spe-
cies was new for the island.

Category 11: 1961–1970. Peña (1964) observed

several birds in January 1961 near Chile-
Chico (46°S). The specimens he collected
were located about 100 km further south
than Coyaique, until then the southernmost
locality in Chile (Orlog 1948).

Category 12: 1971–1980. A specimen reported
upon by Venegas (1982), collected near Cerro
Castillo (51°S) in January 1980, represented a
large range expansion and the southernmost
specimen of the species for Chile. According
to Schlatter (1976), the Shiny Cowbird was
found at Chile-Chico (46°S) parasitizing the
Diuca Finch (Diuca diuca). 

Category 13: 1981–1990. Marín et al. (1989)
reported the northernmost specimen from
Quebrada de Camarones (19°S), province of
Arica, in June 1986, near the extreme north
of the country, representing a large north-
ward range expansion. Marín et al. (1989) also
summarized some of the records of this spe-
cies in Chile, primarily those of Hellmayr
(1932). J. Aguirre & H. Kocksch in Sallaberry
et al. (1992) found some cowbirds at Valle de
Lluta (18°S) in September 1986 and, without
specimens, they identified them as Screaming
Cowbird (Molothrus rufoaxillaris), a very unlike
species for the area. The birds observed by
Aguirre and Kocksch were most probably
Shiny Cowbirds. Cabezas et al. (1989) pub-
lished another record, of several birds found
in August 1988, in Poconchile (18°S), about
60 km north of Camarones, near the Peru-
vian border.

Category 14: 1991–2000. Howell & Webb
(1995) sighted the Shiny Cowbird in the
Azapa and Lluta Valleys (18°S) on Novem-
ber–December 1992, and in November 1994.
However, their claim that these observations
represented a range expansion were errone-
ous as Cabezas et al. (1989) had reported the
species earlier from the same area. Further-
more, more recently , in 1999, Enrique Couve
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and Claudio Vidal (pers. com.) observed and
photographed a few birds near the extreme
south of the country (56°S), thus completing
the Shiny Cowbird distribution to almost the
entire length of Chile.

DISCUSSION

Distribution. Both Reed (1913, 1934) and Bar-
ros (1921, 1946, 1956) suggested that the
Chilean population of the Shiny Cowbird
originated from caged birds that either were
liberated or had escaped near Santiago. This
suggestion was also followed by Hellmayr
(1937). Both Reed and Barros also indicated
that this species was a common and very pop-
ular cage bird. These birds were imported
from Argentina and sold in large quantities in
markets in Santiago and elsewhere in the cen-
tral provinces of Chile. During their extensive
field work in Chile, Reed and Barros found
the species to be generally rare. They found it
to be more common in some areas of central
Chile from about 1919 into the mid 1920's
but never above 1700 m. In contrast to Reed
and Barros, Rahmer (1912) thought that the
species had crossed the Andes from Argen-
tina somewhere in the VI Region. Much later,
Cabezas et al. (1989) also suggested that the
species entered Chile by natural dispersion.
Cabezas et al. (1989) reached this conclusion
because of the wide range of the species, its
abundance in Argentina, and the existence of
several “low” passes across the Andes.
Indeed, the Shiny Cowbird is widespread east
of the Andes (Ridgely & Tudor 1989) and
Cabezas et al. (1989) are right in that there are
several “low” passes across the Andes. How-
ever, passes of 2560 m or below are further
south (36°S to 39°S), not in the Santiago-
Rancagua area (32°S to 34°S). 

As I judge from the specimen record and
published accounts, it is clear that the origin
of the Shiny Cowbird in Chile must be sought
in the central part of the country in the Santi-

ago-Rancagua area (Fig. 1). I believe that the
probability of this species crossing the Andes
in the central provinces and multiplying so
successfully is very low. If birds did indeed
cross the Andes in the central provinces, they
either had to be in large flocks or to have mul-
tiple crossings in order to colonize Chile so
fast. Although there are some early records
from the Coronel area (near Concepción)
(36°S) where low and feasible passes do
occur, the earliest record around Coronel was
in 1905, and the Shiny Cowbird was an
unknown and a new bird species to Reed
(1913). Furthermore, between 1914 and 1918
around Coronel area, Captain R. Päfsler
noted several species being parasitized by
Molothrus bonariensis (Päfsler 1922). In addition
Bullock (1929) indicated that this species was
new for the Angol area (37°S) where it had
arrived only in the last 15–20 years and was
becoming common. Because of the early
dates of Reed (1913) and Päfsler (1922),
accounts can support the dispersion hypothe-
sis with the Shiny Cowbird entering Chile
from the south. However, I doubt that a natu-
ral range expansion from Argentina was the
case. Firstly, it is clear that the origin of the
Shiny Cowbird in Chile is father north (32–
34°S) than the Coronel area (36–37°S). Sec-
ondly, only six species are known to rear
Shiny Cowbirds in Chile (see below).
Although some of the six host species are
locally abundant, it seems to be a very limited
number for such successful colonization to
take place. Thirdly, as pointed out long ago by
Barros (1921), the species was a very popular
cage bird around Santiago and perhaps
nearby cities farther south, between 1906 and
1914, at about the same time that the species
started to be found more commonly around
Santiago and cities slightly farther south.
Fourthly, the extensive collecting and field
work by many workers along the entire length
of Chile from 1889 to the 1960's, including
among others Barros, Behn, Conover, Lane,
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Orlog, Philippi, Peña, Reed, and Sanborn,
give the clear impression that the bird species
was either absent or rare in many parts of the
country, particularly prior to the 1930's.
Fifthly, Fjeldså & Krabbe (1990) gave the
Shiny Cowbird’s elevational range as mostly
within the tropical zone of the lowlands with
two exceptional high elevations of 2600 and
3350 m in Bolivia. Similarly, Ridgely & Tudor
(1989) indicated that the Shiny Cowbird
occurs at elevations mostly below 2000 m,
although it can be found locally up to 3500 m
in NW Argentina, around (23–30°S). This
can support the argument in favor of natural
dispersion through the north. However,
between (23–30°S), there are no passes near
3500 m, all are above 4000 m. This is an
extremely arid zone, an unlikely habitat for
the Shiny Cowbird. The highest record for
this species in Chile is a specimen (MCZ #
289069) collected at 2000 m at Lo Valdes
(33°S) by R. A. Philippi in December 1939.
The species expanded north and south quite
successfully and, by 1931 to 1940, about 80
years after the first certain specimens were
obtained in central Chile and 40 years after
the species became more common locally, its
distribution was from 24°S to 45°S of lati-
tude. From the Santiago area, this represents
and expansion of about 1100 km northward
and about 1300 km southward. 

Regarding the northern population,
Marín et al. (1989) were inclined to think that
the birds arrived from the south rather than
from the north (i.e., Perú). However, Cabezas
et al. (1989) suggested that the northern pop-
ulations had reached Chile from the north
because the species was wide-ranging and was
abundant north of Chile (fide Meyer de
Schauensee 1970). I consider that the conclu-
sion of Cabezas et al. (1989) is unwarranted
because the primary sources they used for the
distribution of Molothrus bonairensis are lists,
such as Howard & Moore (1980) and Walter
(1980) which are secondary or tertiary

sources of data. Furthermore, Meyer de
Schauensee (1970), cited by Cabezas et al.
(1989), mentioned that in western Peru the
Shiny Cowbird occurs only in the north. The
usage of secondary or tertiary sources, such
as checklists prepared for birders, should be
discouraged in scientific work. Instead, gen-
eral but better sources like Fjeldså & Krabbe
(1990) and Ridgely & Tudor (1989) should be
employed. The usage of checklist is reflected
by comparing the distributional maps of
Cabezas et al. (1989) vs Fjeldså & Krabbe
(1990) and Ridgely & Tudor (1989).

In Chile, a specimen was collected in the
late 1930's near Antofagasta (24°S) (Trimble
1943). The fact that it was a young bird sug-
gests that the species likely bred nearby. This
important and rarely cited specimen repre-
sents a significant northward expansion.
Despite the fact that there are many subse-
quent publications on the birds of the II
Region (e.g., Rottman & Kuschel 1970,
Brown 1971, Lavercombe & Hill 1972), in
none of them is this species reported from
the Antofagasta area. However, neither Bar-
ros (1954) nor Rottman (1972) reported it
further north, and it was not until the late
1980's (Marín et al. 1989) that the Shiny Cow-
bird was reported from the extreme north of
the country. This probably indicates a late or
little success in the area. Furthermore, despite
extensive field work expanded over 40 years
in the southwestern departments of Peru
(Arequipa, Moquegua, and Tacna), primarily
by Hughes (e.g., Hughes 1970, Hughes in
Johnson et al. 1972, Hughes 1976, Hughes
unpubl. field notes up to 1989, Schulenberg
1987, Gonzáles & Málaga 1997), the Shiny
Cowbird was never observed. The species
was just recently observed in 1996 for the
first time in the departmento of Tacna, in
1997 in the departmento of Moquegua, and
in 1998 in the departmento of Arequipa
(Høgsås et al. 1999). Thus, according to
present evidence, it is more likely that the
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northern Chilean and southern Peruvian pop-
ulation arrived from the south (central Chile)
rather than from the northern part of Peru.
As also mentioned by Høgsås et al. (1999), it
probably expanded north taking advantage of
the extended coastal vegetation during el
Niño years.

Based on present evidence, I agree with
Reed and Barros that the Shiny Cowbird was
indeed more likely to have been introduced
into the country (at least in the central prov-
inces, 32°–34°S) rather than arrived by natural
dispersion from Argentina, although I can not
fully rule out the possibility that the Shiny
Cowbird presence around the Concepción
area (37°S) might have been by dispersal from
Argentina. This is because: 1) there are passes
2500 m and lower between 37°–38°S, 2) agri-
culture development with irrigation and

deforestation in both sides of the Andes
increased drastically after the 1900's, and 3)
there are some early records (1905–1918)
from the Concepción area. However, contrary
to this possibility of natural dispersion in the
south, exist the following facts of a parallel
southern introduction: 1) all the early records
are from around or near the city of Con-
cepción, none from the interior despite exten-
sive collecting (see above); 2) Concepción is
the third most important city in Chile, besides
Santiago and Valparaíso, in the central prov-
inces, and as the Shiny Cowbird was a very
popular cage bird sold in the markets in Santi-
ago in the early 1900's, it might well have been
sold in the markets in the Concepción area at
about the same period of time. 

With the facts presented above, the north-
ern birds are without doubt natural immi-

TABLE 1. Hosts of the Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis) and species that have been observed rearing
young in Chile.

Host species1 Observed raising young References2

Metropelia melanoptera N
Pyrope pyrope Y Barros (1946)
Hymenops perspicillata N
Elaenia albiceps Y M. Marin, unpubl. data
Troglodytes aedon N
Mimus thenca Y Rottman (1970)
Anthus correndera N
Sicalis luteola N
Zonotrichia capensis Y Barros (1946)
Agelaius thilius Y Barros (1946)
Sturnella loyca N
Phrygilus patagonicus N Barros (1946)
Phrygilus unicolor N
Diuca diuca Y Bullock (1940)
Passer domesticus N

1Sources: Päfsler (1922), Friedmann (1934), Bullock (1940), Barros (1946, 1956), Goodall et al. (1946),
Rottman (1970), Friedmann & Kiff (1985), WFVZ egg data cards, pers. observ.
2Earliest references mentioning the host feeding young Shiny Cowbirds in Chile.
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grants from the south, contra Cabezas et al.
(1989) and supporting Marin et al. (1989)
assertion. Thus, the Shiny Cowbird was more
likely to have been introduced in central
Chile, and probably with the aid of deforesta-
tion and modern agriculture, in about 100
years, it expanded over almost the entire
length of the country.

Host species and parasitic trends. Very few host
species have been reported for the Shiny
Cowbird in Chile. Friedmann & Kiff (1985)
gave 201 host species, a total that must be
larger now because of more recent observa-
tions. However, for Chile only 15 species
have been reported as hosts, of which six
have been observed raising young Molothrus
(Table 1). The three most heavily parasitized

species in southern and central Chile are
Diuca Finch (Diuca diuca), Yellow-winged
Blackbird (Agelaius thilius), and Rufous-col-
lared Sparrow (Zonotrichia capensis), and all
three rear young Cowbirds (Bullock 1940,
Barros 1946, 1956; Goodall et. al. 1946,
Johnson 1967, WFVZ egg data cards, Table
1, and pers. observ.). Among the three most
heavily parasitized birds perhaps, Agelaius thi-
lius is the host species that gets more eggs
(from 1 to 6 eggs) per nest than any other
species in Chile. Early on, this was observed
in the Angol area by Dillman Bullock where
every nest he found of Agelaius thilius con-
tained from 1 to 5 eggs of the Shiny Cowbird
(fide Friedmann 1934). Fifty years later, in the
early 1980's, I observed the same phenome-
non in the marshes of the central provinces,
where I found every nest of Agelaius thilius
parasitized and saturated with Shiny Cow-
birds eggs. On 10 December 1980, at Las
Vegas de Santa Julia, just north of Concón,
VI Region, I photographed a nest of Agelaius
thilius with six Molothrus bonariensis eggs (Fig.
2). This trend is probably related to multiple
Shiny Cowbirds females laying eggs in the
same nest and might be an indication of
restricted hosts or cowbirds abundance.

The northward expansion of the Shiny
Cowbird is probably limited by the decrease
in potential host species. Of the six species
known to rear young Molothrus from central
Chile, only two species (Zonotrichia capensis and
Elaenia albiceps) are present in the extreme
north and both are known to rear young
Molothrus (Table 1). Among the species that
might be able to raise young cowbirds in
northern Chile are Bran-colored Flycatcher
(Myiophobus fasciatus) and Vermilion Flycatcher
(Pyrocephalus rubinus) which are hosts else-
where (fide Friedmann & Kiff 1985). Seasonal
movements are well known in Argentina
where a bird banded in September in Cor-
dova, was found in November in Rio Negro,
600 km south (Lucero 1982). Several reports

FIG. 2. Nest of Yellow-winged Blackbird (Agelaius
thilius) saturated with Shiny Cowbird eggs, a phe-
nomenon commonly observed in A. thilius nests.
Photo: Vegas de Santa Julia, North of Concón, VI
Region, 10 December 1980, M. Marin.
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indicate seasonal movements and the
nomadic tendencies of the Shiny Cowbird in
Chile (e.g., Barros 1921, 1946; Bullock 1929).
This fact suggests that the species has been
expanding northward and staying where host
species and habitat conditions are suitable,
rather than in the small green valleys which
form oases in the desert of northern Chile,
where there are fewer potential hosts to raise
young Molothrus.
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