State Park and staged there benefited from the
abundantfood.One Song Sparrowcapturedin the
fall and recaptured in March gained 3.5 g and
another gained as much as 2.25 g. Those
capturedin April evidentlywere migrantscoming
into the area that had either used their body mass
in migrationor had not had the advantageof an
abundantfood supplypriorto migration.
Prairie

Warblers.

Three

Prairie

Warbler

territories within the area of the field station were

lostthisspring.A pair of warblersoccupiedeach of
these territoriesfor each of the precedingthree
breedingseasons,startingin mid to late April. It is
unknown whether these birds relocated.

It seems

two were lost due to normal plant succession-the

tree canopies over these territories became
almost totally closed. This had been anticipated.
However, the ground cover, such as tall fescue
and scattered blackberrybushes, withinthe third
territory was mowed within several inches of the
ground in late March for a Boy Scout jamboree.

Had the mowingnot been so closeto the ground,
this territory may well have been occupied th•s
spring. From banding and observations at
Greenwell, the habitat requirements for this
speciesseem specific:groundcover roughly18
inchesto three or fourfeet in heightwithscattered
short trees such that the canopy is less than 50
percent closed. Territories have been established
-withinthe fieldstationalongwoodlandedgesand
in abandoned pastures where these conditions
are met.

Atlantic Flyway Review: Region II
(North Central) Fafi 2001
John A. Gregoire, Coordinator
Kestrel Haven Avian Migration Observatory
5373 Fitzgerald Road
Burdett, NY 14818-9626
khmo@att.net

This season was as strange as it was productive
throughoutour transect of New York state. All
stations report excellent totals, unusual species,
high numbersof species seen infrequentlyon the
norm, exceptionally mild weather late into the
season, and an extensionof the drought begun
last year.

Bay and Kestrel Haven was around 2000 birds.
Only one was recovered (recaptured93 mi WSW
of BraddockBay 13 days after banding).

Two other species irrupted in good numbers
throughoutthe state with all stationsreporting
many juncos and White-throatedSparrows.Whde
the former has accompaniedchickadeeirruptions
in pastyears, the widespreadpresenceof WhitethroatedSparrowswas an unusualbounty.These
birdsnormallyclusterat the Lake Ontariomigrant
trap and then proceedsouthalongthe ridgeroute
much to the west of this year's movement. S•x

A tremendous invasion of Black-capped Chickadees reached Braddock Bay on the Lake Ontario
littoral in October. Fortunately many additional
helperswere manningthe stationat the time. That
dynamic failed to present itself at the other
stations, although both Kestrel Haven and
Northviewexperiencedsignificantincreases (but
well under 100 as compared to the 1600+ at
Braddock) in numbers of the species, and the
other station chickadee totals were higher than
normal.In past irruptions,the numbersremained
strong throughthe central Finger Lakes corridor,
givingriseto the speculationthat thissurge routed
muchfurtherto the west. Duringthe lastirruptionin

The winter finches joined the chickadees in th•s
year's irruption. Strangely, the flocking type
experience was not extended to Purple Finch,
Pine Siskin, or White-winged Crossbill. Both
Ellenvilleand KestrelHaven enjoyedrecordhigh
numbers of Purple Finch, which arrived in small

fall 1999, the cumulative total between Braddock

mild nature

Jan.-Mar.

2002

stations banded 1975 chickadees, 1755 White-

throatedSparrows,701 goldfinches,618 juncos,
and 217 Purple Finches.

numbers

over the entire

season.

Pine Siskins

were very early and may reflect local nesting.
White-winged Crossbillswere also early and
widespreadalthoughonlythree were banded.The
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•nvading species to produce some unusual
combinationsof species at the feeders and in the
nets. Chipping Sparrows joined American Tree
Sparrows while Evening Grosbeaks, crossbills,
redpollsand Snow Buntingswere seen in many
locationswhile breeding birds remained well into
November. To add to the confusion, a very
unusual Long-billedMurrelet (split in 2000 from
Marbled Murrelet) and a Northern Gannet
appeared on Cayuga Lake.
Other species present in unusual numbers
•ncluded Magnolia Warbler and Indigo Bunting.
Several stations, led by Braddock Bay, reported
greater-than-normal Magnolias while Kestrel
Haven enjoyed a two-month stream of buntings;
the majorityof those birdswere HY males.

It was particularlynice to see Ellenvilleand Vestal
enjoyingproductiveseasons. They were overdue
and Vestal, a station with a 39-year record under
HarrietMarsiand laterGail Kirch,actuallyreturned

to norms they routinelyexperienced in the earlier
years even adding a new species to that station's
cumulative. Alfred Station continued to suffer the

consequences of local accipiter nesting and
Betsy's long absences to work at the Braddock
Bay station.Bob McKinneywas unableto operate
SpringHill this year.
While many were concerned over the spread of
West

Nile virus

and

recommended

draconian

handlingtechniques,I experienceda veryunusual
staph infectionthis season, which requiredsome
hospitalizationfor antibiotictreatment and lots of
CIPRO after that. We were unableto identifythe
cause and best speculation is that the infection
was initiated by either bird induced bites and
scratches or woodpecker finger hammering.
Needlessto say we have becomevery aware of
cleanliness and the need to wash hands after such

encounters.We also now keep a dispenser of
liquidalcohol(Purell)handyfor disinfecting
hands
after handlingbirds.

Table1. AFR II Summaryof Operations- Fall 2001.
Braddock

Alfred

Kestrel

Bay

Station

SpringHill

Haven

Northview

Vestal

Ellenville

Start

14 Jul

9 Jul

n/a

5 Jul

4 Jul

27 Jul

1 Aug

Stop

12 Nov

30 Nov

n/a

28 Nov

21 Oct

19 Nov

8 Nov

66

66

96

45

73

41

No. Nets

1 -33

1-4

1 - 17

1-6

11 - 11

6- 8

Net Hours

11,534

768

2958

691

1461

1085

412

15

137

27

99

38

13 Oct

21 Oct

28 Oct

29 Sep

28 Oct

24 Sep

92% BCCH

67% PISI

40% SCJU

41% BCCH

45% SCJU

21% AMGO

TotalDays

No.BestDay

BD Date
Reason BD

BestDiversity
37 on23 Sep 8 on 12Aug
Banded '00

4795

132

Banded
'01

6704

159

Species'00

88

30

Species'01

97

29

B/100nh '00

47

18

B/100nh '01

58

21

% HY 2000

85%

76%

% HY 2001

92%

68%
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25 on22 Oct 12 on 11Aug 19on29 Sep 19on27 Sep
127

26
19

84%

2323

477

366

576

3073

360

129i

713

83

53

49

57

87

50

69

62

93

32

n/a

51

104

44

88

66

86%

85%

75%

73%

85%

80%

79%

66%
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Table 2. AFR II Most Frequently Encountered Species - Fall 2001.
Braddock Bay

Alfred Station

Northview

Kestrel Haven

Species

Ellenville

Species

Vestal

Species
BCCH

Species
BCCH(1)

Species
AMGO(1)

WTSP(1)

SCJU(4)

SOSP(2)

RCKI(3)

PISI

SCJU

WTSP(4)

CHSP

GRCA(4)

COYE(3)

RCKI(6)

CEDW(10)

MAWA(4)

HOWR

COYE(3)

SOSP(2)

BCCH(8)

GRCA(2)

HETH

GCKI

INBU

BLJA

GRCA(2)

REVI(7)

MYWA

WTSP

NOCA

AMGO(4)

COYE(3)

COYE

DOWO

PUFI

COYE(9)

BCCH(4)

SWTH(7)

COYE(3)

•{BGR(10)

AMGO

AMRE

MAWA

GRCA

fivespecies

AMRO(8)

SOSP(10)

SOSP(6)

BCCH(6)

PUFI

Species

SCJU(9)
WTSP(1)

SCJU(1)

AMGO(5)

RCKI
% of Total
Banded

91.90%

80.00%

Notes: * - Percentagesfor thosewhere skullingwas possible
(#) - Indicatesrankinglastfall.
NA - Not attempted.

63.20%

90.77%

74%

76%

I

Braddock Bay Bird Observatory
Kaiser-Manitou

431-0774

Beach Station

MonroeCounty,NY.
Elizabeth W. Brooks, Compiler
<brookset@

infoblvd.net>

The sixteenth consecutive year of fall banding
began on 14 Jul and ended on 12 Nov. Licensed
banders David Bonter, Elizabeth Brooks, Dan

deRoos, Erin Karnatz, Robert McKinney, David
Semple, Sue Smith, and Martha Zettel did the
banding. Banding assistantswere Jessie Barry,
Katherine Clemens, Mark Deutchlander, Miriam

Hulst, Pat Lovallo,Cindy Marino,ChrisViiione,and
John

Waud.

A

number

of

licensed

banders

There were over 1398 birds recapturedand they
were all measured, fat-scored,and re-weighed.
Thirty-eight percent of the same-season recaptures were White-throated Sparrows. Fourteen
birdswere returnsfrom a previousfall season.The
eldest return was a Northern Cardinal at eight
years old. A YellowWarbler and a Song Sparrow
werefouryearsof age, whilethe remainingreturns
were three years old or less. We have received
reports on the followingforeign encounters:An
AHY White-throatedSparrowbanded17 Apr2001
near Quantico,VA, by JosephW. Witt was trapped
here on 23 Sep 2001; an ASY-M American
Goldfinch banded here on 29 Apr 2000 was
capturedand releasedby GillesBurelleon 01 Nov

attending the NABC/EBBA Bander Certification
session,from 12 to 14 Oct, helpedwiththe banding
of the 728 Black-capped Chickadees captured
duringthat period.

2001 at point AuxTrembleswhich is near Montreal,
Quebec. Finally, although not one of the 1999

Bandingwas done every day between25 Aug and
14 Oct, and on eightdays priorand nine daysafter
the intensivebandingperiod,for a totalof 11,533.5
net hours on 66 days. There were 6704 birds
bandedof 97 forms.The season'scapture rate was
58.1 birds/100 net-hr. Broad-wingedHawk, Whippoor-will,Brewster'sWarbler, Pine Warbler, and
Common Redpoll were new species for the

on 28 Oct 1999.

irruptionchickadees,a Black-cappedChickadee
that was

banded

here

on

10 Oct

1999

was

recapturedat SelkirkProvincialParkbyJohnMiles

cumulative fall list, which now stands at 117 forms.

The best day was 13 Oct with 412 birdsbanded.
Other 200+ days were 406 on 28 Sep, 366 on 14
Oct, 290 on 23 Sep, 275 on 8 Oct, 242 on 18 Oct,
235 on 19 Oct, and 216 on 29 Sep. The greatest
species diversity occurred on 23 Sep when 37
specieswere banded.

Sixteen species were banded in record-high
numbers. These included Yellow-shafted Flicker,

Yellow-belliedFlycatcher,Blue Jay, Black-capped
Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Magnolia
Warbler, Myrtle Warbler, Black-and-whiteWarbler,
Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, Common Yellowthroat, Wilson's Warbler, Canada Warbler,

Lincoln'sSparrow, White-throatedSparrow and
Rose-breasted

Grosbeak.

Up to 33 twelve-meter nets and 4 six-meter nets

Katherine Clemens and Charley Elseman conducteda fruitsamplingsurveyto documentthe use
of HighbushCranberry,Honeysuckle,and Panicled
and SilkyDogwoodberriesby birds.Katherinealso
operateda satellitebandingstationat the EastSide

were used, most in the same locations as in

of Manitou

previousyears.Nets were numberedand identified
as to their habitat site and the capture time (hour
after sunrise to the nearest half-hour) and net

includedin this report.

number was recorded for each bird handled.
Included in the 33 twelve-meter
nets were six

double-highnet assemblies.
T•cks were removed from several birds, and

hyboboscidflies were found on at least 20 birds.
Compared to last fall, very few birds were found
infectedwith avian pox.
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Beach

Road. These

data are

not

Our excellentfall intern was Charley Elseman.
Special thanks to RIT studentsChara Batchelder,

Jeremy Kuster, Melissa Lamphron,Anna Ludi,
AndreaRybicki,and LisbethTroy.
Thanksto TomMullerfor mowingpathsand to Jim
Gillettefor mowingthe field. Appreciationto the
followingindividuals
whohelpedscribe,tendednet
lanes, or assisted with other aspects of our
educationalor banding operation:Jim and Liz
Barry, Bob and Sue Bayley, Daina Beckstrand,
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Heather Bradstreet,Don Cowley, Kelly Dockery,
Virginia Duffy, Jack Duvall, Chris Gates, Marilyn
Guenther, Robin Karnatz, John Lehr, Pat Lovallo,
Katie, Nick, and Phil Marino, Chita McKinney,
LorettaMorrell,Cathyand Tom Muller,Dan Niven,
Bill O'Neil, Debbie Reed, Jeanne Skelly, Doug
Smith, Lois Smith, Greta Stephany,Chris Viiione,

Spring Hill Wildlife Sanctuary
SteubenCounty,NY.
Robert and Chita McKinney

423-0772

Bob'sscheduleat BraddockBayandan impending
surgerypreventedhis migrationbandingat Spring
Hill this season.

and Tobin Woodruff.
Kestrel
Alfred

Station

421-0774

Haven

AlleganyCounty,NY.

Avian MigrationObservatory
Burdett,SchuylerCounty,NY.

Elizabeth W. Brooks
<brookset@ infobird.net>

<khmo@att.net>

John and Sue Gregoire

The 24th yearof fallbandingat AlfredStation(1435
WaterwellsRoadin the Townof Alfred)beganon 9
Jul and ended

on 30

422-0764

Nov. The

season

was

extended approximately15 days from the usual
closebecauseof the unusualmildweatherduring
the period, which delayed the arrival of winter
residents. From one to four nets were used on 66

days,fora totalof 768 net hours.A totalof 159 birds
of 29 specieswere banded.The peak dayoccurred

We enjoyeda busyfallseason.Althoughfew major
weather frontsaffected bird movement,migrants
were steady and interesting.Oct 23 could have
been a bannerday as we had 47 birdsOnthe first
net check at dawn. As we removedthese birds,a
front with fierce winds arrived and effectively
closed the station. We tried to band a bit in

Novemberbut high winds precludednettingon

on 21 Oct when 15 birds were banded.

most days. We did, however, band three White-

There were 126 repeatsand 29 returns.The best
returnswere a HairyWoodpeckerand a BlueJay,
both in their sixthyear.Two other Blue Jays were
fouryearsoldandthe remainingreturnswerethree
years of age and less. Hypoboscidflies were found

winged Crossbills which brought the station
cumulative banded list to 124 species and five
forms.Overall,thiswasa terrificfallsecondonlyto
the great chickadeeinvasionof 1999. Although
massivenumbersof chickadeeswere reportedto
our northwestagain this year, very few came our

on just three birds.

way.

For the thirdyear, a pair of Sharp-shinnedHawks
nestedin the vicinity,whichaffectedthe numberof
b•rdsinthe area in lateJulyand earlyAugust.As in
the previousfiveyears,nobandingwas doneat this
locationfrom10 Sep to 14 OctwhenI wasbanding
at BraddockBay,andthisyearfrom26 Oct to 7 Nov
when I was out of town (grandmotherduty!).But,
because mild weather permitted me to extend the
bandingseasonuntil30 Nov,the numberof daysof
bandingincreasedfrom the previousyear. Total
birds banded increasedslightlyfrom 2000, and

We banded3073 individuals
of 87 speciesduring
96 daysof operation.We alsohad744 repeats,93
returnsfrom previousyears, and 208 RubythroatedHummingbirds
not banded,for a total of
4118 birdsnetted.Our measureof efficiencywas
103.9 birds/100net-hrfor birdsnewlybandedand

returns increased from 13 in fall 2000 to 29 in 2001.

GrayCatbirdwas missingforthe firsttimeeverand
American Redstart, Wilson's Warbler, Field
Sparrow, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and House
F•nchwere missingafter being captured in 14 of
the past 16 years.
A bandingdemonstrationwas held at Foster Lake
on 1 Sep.
Jan.-Ma•

2002

139.2/100

net-hr overall.

Returnswereof 23 species.Twelvespecieswere
recapturedat agesof fouryearsor more,the eldest
of whichwas an eight-year-oldGray Catbird.Two
Black-capped
Chickadeeswere 7 and 4 yearsof
age; elevenAmericanGoldfinchwere at 7, 6+, 6, 5,
4+ (4) and 4 (3); a Red-eyedVireo was at 6+; a

YellowWarblerwas at 6; a Red-wingedBlackbird
was at 5+; two Gray Catbirdswere at 5+ and 4+; a
BlueJaywasat 5+, twoSongSparrowswereat 5

and 4; a BaltimoreOriolewas at 5; a Chipping
Sparrowwas at 4+; an AmericanTree Sparrow
was at 4+; and, a HairyWoodpeckerreturnedat 4

NorthAmerican
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yearsof age. The seven-year-oldgoldfinchhad not
been re-encounteredsince his bandingas an SYM in 1996.

We had three birdsreported.An American Robin
banded as U-U in late Oct 1997 was recovered
about 30 miles northeast in Jun 2001. A Common

Yellowthroatbandedas an HY-M on 14 Aug01 was
recovered dead in Maitland, FL, just north of
Orlando,on 10 Sep 01. The birdaveraged30 miles
per day. An AmericanGoldfinchbandedas an HYF on 17 Sep 01 was recoveredand released by
Bradley Livezey in Rector, PA' on 02 Nov 01, a
distance of 245 miles SSW.

For the second year running, a Yellow-shafted
Flicker presentedwith red-shafted central primaries on each wing. We again banded Cedar
Waxwingswith orangetail bands. The diet theory
does not hold well with our observations.

strangely abundant; we banded 106, which •s
seven times our 16-year average. Purple Finch

werealsohighandat a +6 StandardDeviation(SD)
from our sixteen-year norm. Blue Jay, Redbreasted Nuthatch and Mourning Dove all
exceeded +3 SD Slate-colored Juncos were at +2

SD. The White-wingedCrossbillswere ourfirstand
were an apparent family unit of adult male and
female and juvenile male. Our first impression
while extractingthese creatures from the net was
their remarkablystickyfeet and very soft,dense
plumage.Stickyfeet makessensewhenonethinks
ofthesebirdshangingfrompitchypineconeswh•le
feeding. They were attractedto our Norwegian
Sprucemixedwith Larchplantation.

One HY

bird presented with a tail band that was orange
distaland yellowbasal. AnotherAHY-F had mixed
orange and yellowon same age feathers. A third
AHY-F had R6R and R5L yellow while remaining
retriceswere tippedin orange;all were same age.
Finally, we again banded two juveniles that
presented with waxy tips bilaterally, thereby
questioningthe agingtechniquepresentedin Pyle.

Other abnormalitiesincluded Mycoplasma conjunctivitison both a HY Purple Finch and a HY

HouseFinch;a verydark SongSparrowthat may
have beenan Atlanticaor Acadiasub-species;four
Indigo Buntingswith strong fault bars in the tail;
and, two House Wrens with missing toes.
Hypoboscidflieswere very few and onlyone bird,
an AHY-F Ovenbird, was infested with feather lice
on its crown.

We had feral cat problems for several weeks
causingus to both huntthe cat and keep nets set
very high. A rabid raccoonwas encounteredon
one pre-dawnnetset. Bothcritterswere eventually
buried.

For the firsttimewe made an effortto identifyand
mark migratory dragonflies. We netted four
Aeshnaumbrosa,one Libellulalydiaand one Anax
junius.

Numbersof thrushesand warblerswere generally
very low as were Nashville,Magnolia and BlackPage 40

throatedGreen warblers.Vesper, Grasshopper
and Savannahsparrowswere low, reflectingthe
lossof pasturelandto dairyfarmsupporting
forage
crops in recent years. Indigo Buntingswere

Wethank
A.L.Donahue,
Dorothy
Dorney,
Stan,
Shariand Steve Beaver,and Gary Herzigfortheir
generous support as well sev.eral others who

contributedequipment,advice, and assistance.
These include Stillman's Greenhouse, Herzog
Printing and Publishing,Ducks Unlimited, Bird

Watchers
Digest,Spidertech,
PineTree Farms,
Natural New England and Fred Sibley, our
dragonflyand damselflymentor.
Northview Sanctuary
Candor,Tioga County,NY

421-0762

Robert J. Pantie

<bpbird@pronetisp.net>

Due to some personalcommitments,my banding
effortsweresomewhatcurtailed.Thissecondyear
of reportingwill have approximatelyone-halfthe
net hoursI had last year.

Weatherwise,therewas verylittleprecipitation
but
whatwe missedin precipitationin Julyand August
was made up for in September;however,October
was also quitedry. The overalltemperatureswere
about normal. Two cold fronts were noted-one on

11 Aug and anotheron 29 Sep. As mentioned•n
last year's report, winds and weather from the
NNW do notnecessarilymean a highrateof birds
per net hour at this bandingstation,as migrants
tend to overflythis stationunderthese conditions.
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Statistics for the fall 2001 season are as follows:

Newlybandedbirdswere307 of 50 speciesover45
days of operation comprising 691 net hours.
Addingthe 53 repeat and returnbirdsto the new
bandings,my nettingefficiencywas 52 birds/100
net-hr. Of the 53 re.captures, only 16 were
classifiedas returns,the oldest being a four-yearold Purple Finch. The 16 returns were of eight

since 1988, an Orange-crowned Warbler was
banded. November banding could have continued
all month. There were large (100+) flocks of
waxwings almost daily and the weather remained
mild.

Sm•11fruitcropswere abundant.Of interest,•n

August heavy numbers of sawfly larvae attacked
Gray-stemmed Dogwood (Comus racemosa).
species.
This larva feeds at night and eventually, after
Highlightsincludedbanding a Sharp-shinned denudingthe shrubs, descends to burrowinto the
Hawk and an Eastern Screech-Owl. Black-capped
ground to spend the winter. Unsubstantiated
Chickadeestop the listof most banded and my last
reportstell that shrubsdie after such an invasion.I
year's leader, Gray Catbird, dropped to second will report on their fate in 2002.
place. Lookingat my banding records I can say
withsome certaintythat thisstationexperienceda
Harriet Marsi did no banding this year, but she
small part of the tremendouschickadeeirruption helped ID the Orange-crowned.This bird had no
that took place in Septemberalong the southern hint of orange in its crown. The other two I have
shore of Lake Ontario, as fully one-half of the 61
banded had some orange, which helped greatly
chickadees

were banded in that month.

with the identification.

This fall bandingseason I again checked rectrix
shapefirstand then used skullingas a final criteria
for aging.
Powderhouse

Road Station

420-0775

Vestal, BroomeCounty, NY.
Gail Kirch

<gkirch1234 @aol.com>
The 2001 banding season was as good as 2000
was poor. A total of 1291 birds was banded
between 27 Jul and 19 Nov; the station was closed

from 1 through10 Oct.

Augustwas normal,about200 birds.September,
often my slowestmonth, was the best I have ever
had (1988-2000). Common Yellowthroat (+1.5
SD), Red-eyedVireo(+2 SD) and Gray Catbird(+2
SD) numbersreboundedto above their averages.
Good numbers of Magnolia Warblers and
Ovenbirds were banded. A Savannah Sparrow
was the firstfor this station in 39 years!
October and November were exceptional in spite
of the station closure in early October. Weather
was mild, no heavy frost or fog, and only a few
windy days. Large flocks of White-throated
Sparrows,Slate-coloredJuncos,AmericanGoldfinches and Cedar Waxwings meant good
banding.Three Pine Siskinswere the first since I
beganAFR bandingin 1988. For onlythe thirdtime
Jan.-Mar.

2002

Ellenville

Station

414-0742

Ellenville,Ulster County, NY.
Valerie

M. Freer

The fall 2001 banding season yielded the second
highest number of new birds ever netted at this
station, exceeded only in 1972 when a second
bander ran additionalnets not far from my lanes.
The number of birds / 100 net-hr was the highest
ever for the station, and the number of species
caught was very high. The catch was spread
throughout the season, not concentrated in a
couple of big days: over 20 birdswere banded on
each of nine days, and over 30 birdswere banded
on six other days.
This avian bounty differed, however, from that of
any previousyear in that it featured the finches.My
number one species was Purple Finches, with 86
banded.This is remarkablebecause the previous
highnumberof PurpleFinchat thisstationwas 33,
and the average number.for the past 31 years was
onlyfive per season. None were banded last year.
Unlike the flocking species of October, no more
than seven PurpleFincheswere caughtin any one
day; small numbers were banded on 28 days
scattered throughout the season. When 38
American Goldfinches(2nd most ever) and 16
House Finch are added to the 86 Purple Finches,
the finchesmade up 20% of the total birdsbanded
(comparedwith less than 5% in other years).
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The weather duringthe bandingperiodwas warm
and dry, with record heat in early August.
September rains were about an inch above
average, but August and October rainfallwas well
below normal,and the regionwas well intodrought
by early November. Conditions for netting were
generallyvery good,thoughhighwindsfollowing
strongcoldfrontspreventedopeningnetson about
10 morningsin October and early November.No
new species were banded.

The top five species made up 49% of the total, a
typicalproportionin recent years. Twenty Rubythroated Hummingbirds were netted (but not
banded)between1 Augand 11 Sep. One hundred
twenty-fivewarblersof 17 speciesmade up 18% of
the totalcatch,a lowproportionfor thisstation.The
sparrowgroup,led by 72 Slate-coloredJuncosand
69 White-throatedSparrows, made up 22% of the
total, a usualproportion.

Band/no..
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B!SBEE, ARIZONA
Bisbeeis a former miningtown that has become a
tourist mecca because of charming turn-of-the(last)-century buildings that remind many of
Europe. With a plethora of shops and a wide
selection

of the best restaurants

in southeastern

Arizona,there is plentyto do when not bandingor
birding. A wide selection of lodging is also
available
- contact the Bisbee
Chamber
Commerce at <chamber@ bisbeearizona.com>

of
for

details. Bisbeeis well situatedfor birdingmany of
the Arizona"hotspots"andthisyear willbe the new
locationfor the SouthwestWings BirdingFestival
three weeks beforethe WBBA meeting. It is also
ideal for travel into northern

Mexico with its own

bordercrossingat Naco.
For the WBBA meetingthis year we plan on taking
advantageof these attributesplus easy accessto
established banding sites in the San Pedro
Riparian National Conservation Area, the first
"Globally Important Bird Area" in the Western
Hemisphere.
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PROGRAMS will include Sheri Williamson, author
of

the

new

Peterson

Field

Guide

to

the

Hummingbirdsof NorthAmerica, and her husband
Tom

Wood

who

runs

two

MAPS

stations

•n

northern Sonora. Together they operate the
Southeastern Arizona Bird Observatory
<sabo@sabo.org>.Other programsmay include
traveloguesof tropicalbirdingdestinationsand the
San Pedro Avian Resources Center (SPARC)
<sanpedrobirds.org>.
FIELD TRIPS will include visits to newly
discoveredsites just acrossthe borderin Sonora
(no entry visas required),the San Pedro Ripanan
Area, and canyons in the spectacular Huachuca
Mountainsas well as visitsto bandingsites along
the San Pedro(NB: see bookreviewon pg 18.)

Early Septemberis a great time to visitsoutheast
Arizona. Weather may includeafternoonthunderstorms and highs in the mid-80s to mid-90s, but
Bisbeeis locatedat over 5,000 feet, so is always
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