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The following report comes by way of Robert D. 
Wapple, one of the editors (Alan Smith is the 
other) of The B/ack & White Warbier, a newsletter 
produced by Last Mountain Bird Observatory 
(LMBO). LMBO is operated by Nature 
Saskatchewan in co-operation with the Canadian 
Wildlife Service and Last Mountain Regional Park 
(at north end of Last Mountain Lake). For more 
information about LMOO contact Robert Wapple 
at address below. 

1996 in Review at Last Mountain 

Bird Observatory 

LMBO wrapped up its seventh full year of songbird 
banding this past October. Spring banding began 
on 9 May and continued until 30 May. We 
experienced a rather late spring migration which 
may have caused a below-average catch of 414 
new birds of 44 species. Banding resumed on 4 
Aug and continued until 7 Oct. Fall results were 
slightly above average, with 2662 birds of 73 
species captured. The year-end totals were 3076 
birds and 77 species. 

There were several highlights this past year at 
LMBO. Three new species were added to our list 
of species captured: Red-tailed Hawk (released 
unbanded), Bank Swallow, and Le Conte's 
Sparrow. All-time totals are 24,300 birds and 106 
species. 

There were 7 days that had over 100 birds 
captured, with 21 Aug being our most productive 
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day with 147 birds of 31 species captured. This 
single day species total was one of the highest 
ever at LMOO. This year also saw several new 
highs for species captured (previous high given in 
parentheses): 

Red-tailed Hawk 1 (new) 

Olive-sd. Flycatcher 6 (4 in 1993,1994) 

Yellow-bel. Flycatcher 7 (6 in 1993) 

Eastern Kingbird 26 (20 in 1992) 

Tree Swallow 3 (1 in 1990,1991,1994) 

Bank Swallow 2 (new) 

Warbling Vireo 24 (20 in 1992) 

Canada Warbler 29 (20 in 1994) 

Savannah Span"ow 31 (23 in 1991) 

Baird's Span"ow 14 (2 in 1994) 

LeConte's Span"ow 3 (new) 

Brown-hd. Cowbird 19 (16 in 1995) 

Yellow and Yellow-rumped warblers have been 
the top two species captured at LMBO each year. 
Although Yellow Warblers were the most 
frequently caught species in 1996, Yellow-rumped 
Warblers have outnumbered Yellows every other 
year except 1990 and 1992. Top 10 species 
captured at LMBO in 1996 are listed here: 
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605 Yellow Warbler 

330 Yellow-rumped Warbler 

217 Dark-eyed Junco 

183 Clay-colored Sparrow 

159 Alder Flycatcher 

126 Least Flycatcher 

104 White-throated Sparrow 

85 Swainson's Thrush 

89 Tennessee Warbler 

81 Orange-crowned Warbler 

81 Blackpoll VVarbler 

This year there were 185 birds recaptured that 
were banded previously at LMBO. Of these, 162 
(88%) were repeats (banded and recaptured 
within the same year). The remaining 23 birds 
were returns (banded in previous years and 
recaptured in 1996). Eleven of these returns were 
banded in 1995, 3 in 1994, 2 in 1993, 5 in 1992 and 
2 in 1991. The Yellow Warbler banded on 21 

August 1991 has returned every year since! 
Noteworthy survivorship for birds banded at 
LMBO that returned in 1996 are listed here: 

Eastern Kingbird AHY-M 17 May 1992-22 May 1996 

Yel10w•/arbler HY-M 19 Aug 1991-26 May 1996 

Yell0wWarbler HY-M 21 Aug 1991-29 May 1996 

Yell0wWarbler AHY-F 26 May 1992-27 May 1996 

Yellow Warbler AHY-M l$•lay 1993-26 May 1996 

Clay-c01ored Sparrow AHY-M 15 May 1993-26 May 1996 

Br0wn-hd. Cowbird AHY-F 25 May 1991-15 May 1996 

Br0wn-hd. Cowbird AHY-F 28 May 1993-30 May 1996 

BallJm0re Oriole ASY-M 28 May 1992-24 May 1996 

From Black-&-White Warbler I (1):2-3. 

Robert D. Wapple 
#6-1002 Duffedn Avenue 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
S7H 2Cl 

A Nature Note from Nebraska 

On 24 July 1996, I banded two totally white 
Eastern Bluebirds in Sarpy County, Nebraska. 
Not only were the feathers totally white, but their 
feet and bills were white; their eyes were a pinkish 
red. These two birds were in a nest with two other 

normally plumaged siblings. The two white 
nestlings were just as well-developed as their 
"normal" sibs and were ready to fledge, which they 
did the following day. 

I believe these birds fit the description of total 
a/binism as defined by John Terres in The 
Audubon Society Encycloped/a of North Arne/•can 
B/rd$. He defines total albinism as the rarest form, 
in which the bird has a complete absence of 
melanin from the eyes, skin and feathers. The 
following picture verifies this description. 

Ruth C. Green 
506 West 31st Avenue 

Bellevue, Nebraska 68005-5520 

Jan. - Mar. North American B/?d Bander Page 43 



1996 Report from 
Dodge Nature Center 

This is the first report from the Dodge Nature 
Center for IBBA. The nature center is located in 

suburban West St. Louis, MN. Once tilled and 
grazed, most of the land has been converted to 
natural woodlands, marshes and swamp streams, 
with six ponds and a restored prairie. The center 
is privately owned, but contracts with several 
school districts to provide a graduated program of 
environmental education for kindergarten through 
sixth grade. Additionally, the center provides a 
variety of environmental programs for high 
schools and the local community. There is a 
model farm on this property consisting of resident 
farmhouse, large barn, pens for waterfowl, poultry 
and raptore, pasture for domestic animals and a 
small demonstration garden. The banding station 
is located on a small portion of the main property, 
which is about 60 ha. The banding station 
operates out of a beekeeping demonstration 
shed, adjacent to a newly planted apple orchard. 

The primary purpose and focus of the banding 
station is educational, giving young students an 
opportunity to see hand-held, wild birds and learn 
the reason for banding. The station has been a 
MAPS station for seven years. 

1996 was the twelfth year of banding at the nature 
center. Spring banding for school classes began 
29. Apr and continued three days/week until 30 
May; 28 demonstrations were given. For spring 
banding, nets were placed in locations consistent 
with previous years. Because our spring banding 
is strictly to educate 3rd and 4th graders, not every 
bird is banded. However, every bird is recorded 
and processed on field sheets. The program has 
been well received and continues to be extremely 
popular. Summer banding follows MAPS protocol. 

Molly Henke 
Dodge Nature Center 

2431 Angell Road 
St Paul, Minnesota 55118 
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The Dodge NatUre Center Bird Banding Station 
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19 

8.18 

847.35 

213 

115 

405 

45 

47.82 

366 
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